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Researcher’s Roadmap
Good researchers stop often to look around and see where they are, check their maps, and set their
course toward their final destination. They sometimes take side trips, but they use their route-finding
tools to reach their destinations.
INITIATING INQUIRY
Step 1: Set a purpose for research: What is the research question? What information do you need to
find? Why is this research worthwhile?
Step 2: Gather background information about your topic from a reliable source and generate
supporting research question(s).

GATHERING SOURCES
Step 3: Gather a variety of reliable and
relevant sources.
• Generate and use effective
search terms.
• Read for the gist to see if the
source answers your question(s).

ANALYZING SOURCES

EVALUATING RESEARCH

Step 4: Use your sources. For each
source:
• Assess the source’s credibility
and accuracy.
• Record the bibliographic
information for the source.
• Paraphrase the parts of the
text that are relevant.
• Correctly cite your source.

Step 5: After you are done reading a
source, step back and evaluate:
• How well did the source answer
my supporting research
question(s)?
• What additional supporting
research questions did I
generate?

DEVELOPING AN EVIDENCE-BASED PERSPECTIVE
Step 6: When you have enough information, synthesize and share your findings.

2

Question Set A
Question 1:
How is nitrogen fertilizer made?

Question 2:
Do we have genetically modified organisms in the food we eat now?

Question 3:
What are conditions like for animals on CAFOs?

Steps for Which Question Is Best?
Step 1: Move around the room to find a partner who has a different question set from yours. (If you
have Question Set A, your partner should have Question Set B.)
Step 2: With your partner, take turns reading Question 1 aloud.
Step 3: Discuss which question is the better supporting research question for your work and why.
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Question Set B
Question 1:
How does nitrogen fertilizer affect oceans?

Question 2:
Will we have genetically modified organisms in the food we eat in the future?

Question 3:
Are there other countries that have Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs)?

Steps for Which Question Is Best?
Step 1: Move around the room to find a partner who has a different question set from yours. (If you
have Question Set A, your partner should have Question Set B.)
Step 2: With your partner, take turns reading Question 1 aloud.
Step 3: Discuss which question is the better supporting research question for your work and why.
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Good Supporting Research Questions Are…
Focused on a particular aspect of your topic
No: How is nitrogen fertilizer made?
Yes: How does nitrogen fertilizer affect oceans?
Ask yourself: “Is my question going to help me get more information about the CONSEQUENCES of a
particular topic from the Cascading Consequences chart?”
Answerable
No: Will our food come from genetically modified seed in the future?
Yes: Does the food we eat now come from genetically modified seed?
Ask yourself: “Can I realistically find information to answer this question?”
Relevant to the topic
No: Are there other countries that have Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs)?
Yes: What are conditions like for animals on CAFOs?
Ask yourself: “Will my question help me answer our research question and our focus question?”
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List of Supporting Research Questions
CAFOs (Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations)
• What pollution comes from CAFOs?
• How do CAFOs affect the communities around them?
• What are the benefits of CAFOs?
• What are the negative effects of CAFOs?
Genetically Modified Seed
• What have studies shown about the safety of genetically modified crops for our health?
• What are the positive effects of genetically modified crops?
• What are problems with genetically modified crops?
Cheap Food and Farm Subsidies
• Why is unhealthy food cheaper?
• What are the positive effects of farm subsidies?
• What are the problems with farm subsidies?
Antibiotics and the Meat Industry
• What are the positive effects of using antibiotics in the meat industry?
• What are the negative effects of using antibiotics in the meat industry?
• What have studies shown about the connection between antibiotics given to animals in feedlots and
human health?
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Research Folder
Table of Contents
Topic

Articles

CAFOs (Concentrated Animal
Feeding Operations)

Article 1:
Understanding Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations and
Their Impact on Communities (pages 2–3: Benefits and
Environmental Health Effects of CAFOs)
Article 2:
The Economic Impact of the Indiana Livestock Industry
Article 1:
Genetically Engineered Crops—What, How, and Why

Genetically Modified Seed
Article 2:
Drought and Superbugs Devastate U.S. Corn Crop
Article 1:
What’s Wrong with This Chart?
(Line graph showing changes in cost of food since 1978)
Cheap Food and Farm Subsidies
Article 2:
The Cultivation of Agricultural Subsidies (pages 8–9: Instant
Expert: Subsidies Edition)
Article 1:
Antibiotic Debate Overview
Antibiotics and the Meat Industry
Article 2:
The Meat Industry’s Argument
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CAFOs (Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations)
Article 1:

Expeditionary Learning is seeking permission for this material. We will post an updated version of
the lesson once permission is granted.
http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/Docs/Understanding_CAFOs_NALBOH.pdf (Pages 2-3)
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Glossary of Terms for Research Articles
(One set for each Research Folder)
CAFOs (Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations)
Article 1: Understanding Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations and Their Impact on
Communities (pages 2-3: Benefits and Environmental Health Effects of CAFOs)
CAFO

Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation

efficient

operating in an effective and competent manner, with little wasted effort

livestock

the horses, cattle, sheep, and other useful animals kept or raised on a farm or
ranch

infrastructure

the fundamental facilities and systems serving a country, city, or area, as
transportation and communication systems, power plants, and schools

contaminant

something that makes impure, esp by touching or mixing; something that pollutes

nutrient

any of the mineral substances that are absorbed by the roots of plants for
nourishment

pathogen

any disease-producing agent, especially a virus, bacterium, or other
microorganism

absorptive
capacity

the ability to absorb

degraded

lowered in quality or value

odor

a disagreeable smell

vector

an insect or other organism that transmits a pathogenic fungus, virus, bacterium,
etc.

validate

to confirm

contentious

causing, involving, or characterized by argument or controversy
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CAFOs (Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations)
Article 2:

Expeditionary Learning is seeking permission for this material. We will post an updated version of
the lesson once permission is granted.
http://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/ID/cafo/ID-354%20HTML/ID-354.html
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Glossary of Terms for Research Articles
(One set for each Research Folder)

CAFOs (Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations)
Article 2: The Economic Impact of the Indiana Livestock Industry
livestock

the horses, cattle, sheep, and other useful animals kept or raised on a farm or
ranch

direct impact

all spending by the [livestock] industry

indirect impact

all spending by the firms that sell goods or services to the [livestock] industry

induced impact

spending done by the people earning income because of the [livestock]
industry

wage

money that is paid or received for work or services

output

sales

salary

a fixed compensation periodically paid to a person for regular work or
services

attributable

resulting from

broiler

a chicken raised for food
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Genetically Modified Seed
Article 1

Expeditionary Learning is seeking permission for this material. We will post an updated version of
the lesson once permission is granted.

http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/guest-blog/2011/08/11/genetically-engineered-crops/
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Glossary of Terms for Research Articles
Genetically Modified Seed
Article 1: Genetically Engineered Crops—What, How and Why
integrated pest
management

an ecological approach to pest management that combines understanding the
causes of pest outbreaks, manipulating the crop ecosystem for pest control, and
monitoring pest populations and their life cycles to determine if and when the
use of pesticides is indicated

tolerant

able to accept or withstand unfavorable conditions or effects

diverse

of various kinds

gene

a section of a chromosome that determines the structure of a single protein or
part of one, thereby influencing a particular hereditary characteristic, such as
eye color, or a particular biochemical reaction

conventional

commonplace, ordinary

consensus

agreement

cultivation

growing

adverse

harmful

commercializati
on

offering for sale; making available as a commodity

unintended

accidental, unplanned

reliance

dependence

transgenic

of, pertaining to, or containing a gene or genes transferred from another species:
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Genetically Modified Seed
Article 2:

Expeditionary Learning is seeking permission for this material. We will post an updated version of
the lesson once permission is granted.
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/guest-blog/2011/08/11/genetically-engineered-crops/
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Glossary of Terms for Research Articles
(One set for each Research Folder)
Genetically Modified Seed
Article 2: Drought and Superbugs Devastate U.S. Corn Crop
unintended

accidental, unplanned

Bt corn

corn that has been genetically engineered to produce proteins from the soil
bacteria Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) that kill some key caterpillar and beetle pests

resistant

able to withstand something; not affected by

recourse

that which may be turned to for assistance, protection, or a way out of a difficult
situation

infestation

a harassing or troublesome invasion [of pests]

cronyism

the practice of favoring one's close friends

dismantle

to take apart; to take down
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Cheap Food and Farm Subsidies
Article 1

Expeditionary Learning is seeking permission for this material. We will post an updated version of
the lesson once permission is granted.
http://economix.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/05/20/whats-wrong-with-this-chart/
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Glossary of Terms for Research Articles
(One set for each Research Folder)
Cheap Food and Farm Subsidies
Article 1: What’s Wrong with This Chart?
Line graph showing changes in cost of food since 1978
No words need defining
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Cheap Food and Farm Subsidies
Article 2:

Expeditionary Learning is seeking permission for this material. We will post an updated version of
the lesson once permission is granted.
http://www-tc.pbs.org/teachers/media/pdf/access-analyze-act-economy/lesson-plans/the-cultivation-of-agricultural-subsidies/the-cultivation-of-agriculturalsubsidies.pdf (pages 8-9)
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Glossary of Terms for Research Articles
(One set for each Research Folder)
Cheap Food and Farm Subsidies
Article 2: The Cultivation of Agricultural Subsidies
(pages 8-9: Instant Expert: Subsidies Edition)
legislation

a bill enacted into law by a governing body

yield

thing or amount produced

revenue

income; profits

fluctuate

to vary or change irregularly; rise and fall

proponent

supporter

lean

lacking in richness or quantity; poor

guarantee

a promise or assurance, especially one in writing, that something is of specified
quality, content, benefit, etc

domestic

produced or made in one’s own country

fluctuation

continual change from one point or condition to another

stifle

to hold back, end, or kill

feasible

possible
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Antibiotics and the Meat Industry
Article 1:

Expeditionary Learning is seeking permission for this material. We will post an updated version of
the lesson once permission is granted.
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/meat/safe/overview.html (Overview and Cipro/Baytril).
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Glossary of Terms for Research Articles
(One set for each Research Folder)
Antibiotics and the Meat Industry
Article 1: Antibiotic Debate Overview
flora

the collection of bacteria, fungi, and other microorganisms normally occurring on
or in the bodies of humans and other animals: intestinal flora

therapeutic

of, pertaining to, or capable of healing

resistant

able to withstand something; not affected by

terminate

to end

salmonella

a type of bacteria that may enter the digestive tract of humans and other
mammals in contaminated food and cause abdominal pains and violent diarrhea

prohibit

to forbid by authority or law

21

Antibiotics and the Meat Industry
Article 2:

Expeditionary Learning is seeking permission for this material. We will post an updated version of
the lesson once permission is granted.

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/meat/safe/overview.html (Meat Industry’s Argument)
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Glossary of Terms for Research Articles
(One set for each Research Folder)
Antibiotics and the Meat Industry
Article 2: The Meat Industry’s Argument
FDA

The Food and Drug Administration (a federal agency that protects the public
against impure and unsafe foods, drugs, and cosmetics

resistant

able to withstand something; not affected by

therapeutic

of, pertaining to, or capable of healing

compromise

to endanger the reputation or character of; jeopardize

contract

to get or acquire, as by exposure to something contagious
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Article: “Nitrogen Fertilizer Is Bad
Stuff—
Article: “Nitrogen Fertilizer Is Bad Stuff—
and Not Just Because It Could Blow Up Your Town”

Expeditionary Learning is seeking permission for this material. We will post an updated version of
the lesson once permission is granted.

http://grist.org/climate-energy/nitrogen-fertilizer-is-bad-stuff-and-not-just-because-it-could-blow-up-your-town/
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Paraphrasing Anchor Chart
Paraphrasing means …
Using your own words instead of the author’s to capture the meaning.
Paraphrasing Sentence Starters
1. According to + source + paraphrased fact
Example: According to The New York Times, school lunches
are often measured in calories, not healthfulness.
2. Source + author writes + paraphrased fact
illustrates
notes
observes
states
reports
claims
Example: In The Omnivore’s Dilemma, Michael Pollan states that
the industrial organic food chain has many of the same drawbacks
as the industrial food chain.
Paraphrasing helps us:
• process what an author means
• remember the content of an article without having to go back and read the whole thing
• record important information
• avoid plagiarism
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Name:
Date:
This notebook will help you gather information for the position paper you will begin writing at the end
of this unit. In the paper, you will write about which of Michael Pollan’s food chains would best feed
the United States. In order to determine which food chain you will choose, you will research the
consequences and determine the stakeholders of each food chain. This notebook will help you capture
that research to inform your position paper.
Through your work in this researcher’s notebook, you will practice the skills of a good researcher and
demonstrate your progress toward the following learning targets:
• I can conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question).
(W.8.7)
• I can use several sources in my research. (W.8.7)
• I can generate additional research questions for further exploration. (W.8.7)
• I can gather relevant information from a variety of sources. (W.8.8)
• I can use search terms effectively. (W.8.8)
• I can evaluate the credibility and accuracy of each source. (W.8.8)
• I can quote and paraphrase others’ work while avoiding plagiarism. (W.8.8)
• I can use a standard format for citation. (W.8.8)
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RESEARCH QUESTION:
What are the consequences of each of Michael Pollan’s four food chains?
I. The Industrial Food Chain—Lesson 3

Gathering Sources
In your research team, you chose an article about the industrial food chain. This text and the
following entries in your researcher’s notebook will help you determine more consequences of the
industrial food chain.
A. Track the bibliographic information for this source so you can cite it later.
Title: ____________________________________ Author:
________________________________
Print or Digital: __________________________
Source Type: ______________________________ Date of Publication:
_______________________________
Page #(s): ______________________
B. MLA citation:
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Analyzing the Source
A. Reread. Read your article closely and text code for consequences.

According
to +

source

Source +

writes
illustrates
notes
observes
states
reports
claims

According to The New York Times, school lunches are
often measure in calories, not healthfulness.

+
paraphrased
fact

+
paraphrased
fact

In The Omnivore’s Dilemma, Michael Pollan states that
the industrial organic food chain has many of the same
drawbacks as the industrial food chain.

Examples

Sentence Starter #2

Sentence
Starter #1

B. After you’ve read and text coded, paraphrase the information about consequences you found.
Use sentence starters and examples in the chart below to help you as you paraphrase.
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II. The Industrial Organic Food Chain—Lesson 6

Gathering Sources
Using a task card to guide your search, you will locate an article about the industrial organic food chain. This article should help
you determine more consequences of the industrial organic food chain.
Write the question from your exit ticket here:
_____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
A. Search Terms: What search terms did you use to conduct an internet search?
Write the terms in the chart below and indicate whether or not they were successful in helping you find a relevant text.

Search
Attempt

Search Terms I Used

Successful?
(Yes or No)

Why or why not?
(Examples: too specific, too many words, too general, not
enough detail, verbs instead of nouns, etc.)

1

2

3
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B.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assess the Text’s Credibility and Accuracy using the checklist below.
Is the author an expert on the topic?
Is the purpose to inform or persuade/sell?
When was the text first published?
How current is the information on the topic?
Does the text have specific facts and details to support the ideas?
Does the information in this text expand on or contradict what I already know about the topic?
If the text is from a Web site, is the site associated with a reputable institution such as a
respected university, credible media outlet, government program or department, or well-known
non-governmental organization? (Note: Beware of using sites like Wikipedia, which are
collaboratively developed by users—anyone can add or change the content.)

Based on the checklist, is this text credible and accurate? Explain below.

C.

Track the bibliographic information for this source so you can cite it later.
Title: ____________________________________ Author:
________________________________
Print or Digital: __________________________ Source Type:
______________________________
Date of Publication: _______________________________ Page #(s):
______________________

D.

MLA Citation:
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Analyzing the Source
A.

Reread. Read your article closely for consequences. List the consequences, including quotes
from the text here:

B.

Paraphrase the consequences you found in one paragraph.

Refining the search
A.

Generate another question.
Using “criteria for a good research question” from the Good Research Questions Are … anchor
chart, generate one additional research question based on what you learned today.
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III. The Local Sustainable Food Chain—Lesson 9
Gathering Sources
Using a task card to guide your search, you will locate an article about the local sustainable food
chain. This article should help you determine more consequences of this food chain.
Write the question from your exit ticket here:
_______________________________________________________________
________________
_______________________________________________________________
________________
A. Search Terms: What search terms did you use to conduct an internet search? Write the terms
in the chart below and indicate whether or not they were successful in helping you find a
relevant text.
Search
Attem
pt

Search Terms I Used

Successful?
(Yes or No)
If yes, move on to step
B!
If not, keep trying!

1

2

3
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Why or why not?
(Examples: too specific, too
many words, too general, not
enough detail, verbs instead
of nouns, etc.)

B.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assess the Text’s Credibility and Accuracy using the checklist below.
Is the author an expert on the topic?
Is the purpose to inform or persuade/sell?
When was the text first published?
How current is the information on the topic?
Does the text have specific facts and details to support the ideas?
Does the information in this text expand on or contradict what I already know about the topic?
If the text is from a Web site, is the site associated with a reputable institution such as a
respected university, credible media outlet, government program or department, or well-known
non-governmental organization? (Note: Beware of using sites like Wikipedia, which are
collaboratively developed by users—anyone can add or change the content.)

Based on the checklist, is this text credible and accurate? Explain below.

C.

Track the bibliographic information for this source so you can cite it later.
Title: ____________________________________ Author:
________________________________
Print or Digital: __________________________ Source Type:
______________________________
Date of Publication: _______________________________ Page #(s):
______________________

D.

MLA Citation:
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Analyzing the Source
E.

Reread. Read your article closely for consequences. List the consequences, including quotes from
the text here:

F.

Paraphrase the consequences you found in one paragraph.

Refining the search
G.

Generate another question.
Using “criteria for a good research question” from the Good Research Questions Are … anchor
chart, generate one additional research question based on what you learned today.
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IV. The Hunter-Gatherer Food Chain
Gathering Sources
Using a task card to guide your search, you will locate an article about the local sustainable food
chain. This article should help you determine more consequences of this food chain.
Write the question from your exit ticket here:
_______________________________________________________________
________________
_______________________________________________________________
________________
A. Search Terms: What search terms did you use to conduct an internet search? Write the terms
in the chart below and indicate whether or not they were successful in helping you find a
relevant text.
Search
Attem
pt

Search Terms I Used

Successful?
(Yes or No)
If yes, move on to step
B!
If not, keep trying!

1

2

3
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Why or why not?
(Examples: too specific, too
many words, too general, not
enough detail, verbs instead
of nouns, etc.)

B.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assess the Text’s Credibility and Accuracy using the checklist below.
Is the author an expert on the topic?
Is the purpose to inform or persuade/sell?
When was the text first published?
How current is the information on the topic?
Does the text have specific facts and details to support the ideas?
Does the information in this text expand on or contradict what I already know about the topic?
If the text is from a Web site, is the site associated with a reputable institution such as a
respected university, credible media outlet, government program or department, or well-known
non-governmental organization? (Note: Beware of using sites like Wikipedia, which are
collaboratively developed by users—anyone can add or change the content.)

Based on the checklist, is this text credible and accurate? Explain below.

C.

Track the bibliographic information for this source so you can cite it later.
Title: ____________________________________ Author:
________________________________
Print or Digital: __________________________ Source Type:
______________________________
Date of Publication: _______________________________ Page #(s):
______________________

D.

MLA Citation:
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Analyzing the Source
A.

Reread. Read your article closely for consequences. List the consequences, including quotes
from the text here:

B.

Paraphrase the consequences you found in one paragraph.
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Refining the search
A.

B.

Generate another question.
Using “criteria for a good research question” from the Good Research Questions Are … anchor
chart, generate one additional research question based on what you learned today.
Extension
1.

2.

3.

4.

Conduct an internet search for your new refined question. Choose your search terms
carefully.
When you have relevant results, read the first paragraph to see whether the resource will
answer your question or not.
List the consequences of the hunter-gatherer food chain in the article you read. Use quotes
from the article.
Paraphrase the consequences of the hunter-gatherer food chain from the article you read.
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V. Synthesis
A.

Review the research question. Begin thinking about which food chain you may choose as the
best one to feed the United States. Using your research, consider the questions below and
write down your initial ideas. You will have time to discuss these questions and others further
before starting your position paper.

•

What consequence(s) struck you as the biggest or most important? Why?

•

Which stakeholder do you care the most about and why?

•

What changes do you believe need to happen in our current food system?

39

Stakeholders Chart

Name:
Date:
What is the option being considered?
________________________________________________________________________________

Stakeholde
r

How will
he/she/it be
affected?

If the consequence
is negative, do you
feel it is offset by
greater good
elsewhere?

Is this a positive or
negative
consequence?
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How important to you are the
interests of this stakeholder?
1-very
2-somewhat
3-not so much

Exit Ticket: Developing a Supporting Research Question:
Consequences of Industrial Organic Food Chain

Name:
Date:
What is the topic from your team Cascading Consequences chart that you will research?

Using the criteria for a good supporting research question, write your supporting research question
here:
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Assessing Sources
When you find a text you think you might use for research, you first need to assess it by asking these
questions:
1. Assess the Text’s Accessibility

• Am I able to read and comprehend the text easily?
• Do I have adequate background knowledge to understand the terminology, information, and ideas
in the text?
2. Assess the Text’s Credibility and Accuracy
• Is the author an expert on the topic?
• Is the purpose to inform or persuade/sell?
• When was the text first published?
• How current is the information on the topic?
• Does the text have specific facts and details to support the ideas?
• Does the information in this text expand on or contradict what I already know about the topic?
• If the text is from a Web site, is the site associated with a reputable institution such as a respected
university, credible media outlet, government program or department, or well-known nongovernmental organization? (Note: Beware of using sites like Wikipedia, which are collaboratively
developed by users—anyone can add or change the content.)
3. Assess the Text’s Relevance

• Does the text have information that helps me answer my research questions? Is it information that
I don’t already have?

• How does the information in the text relate to other texts I have found?
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Research Task Card
Work in pairs and follow the steps on this card to conduct a search for an article that will answer
your supporting research question. The steps are designed to be repeated if you don’t find a relevant
article the first time. Don’t be afraid to repeat steps—it will be worth it to find the right article! Once
you find a relevant and credible article, use your researcher’s notebook to record the necessary
information. Discussing each of these steps with your partner will help you to determine whether
you have found a good article for answering your question.

Overarching Research Question:
What are the consequences of each of Michael Pollan’s food chains?

Step 1: Brainstorm search terms. Think about the most important words in your supporting
research question. Record the search terms you try in your researcher’s notebook.
Step 2: Scan the titles of your search results. Do they seem relevant to your supporting research
question? If yes, move to Step 3. If no, return to Step 1.
Step 3: Based on titles and/or descriptions of the articles, open an article that seems relevant to
your supporting question. Scan the headings, pictures (if any), and general structure of the article. If
these text features hint that the article may answer your supporting question, move to Step 4. If not,
return to Step 3. If there are no headings or pictures, skip to Step 4.
Step 4: Read the first paragraph of the article for the gist. If the first paragraph begins to answer or
introduces possible answers to your supporting research question, move to Step 5. If not, return to
Step 3.
Step 5: Read the whole article to get the gist. If the article answers your supporting research
question, move to Step 6. If not, return to Step 3.
Step 6: Fill out the researcher’s notebook. Follow the directions in your researcher’s notebook to
record the consequences of the food chain that you find in your article.
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Correct Citations
Anchor Chart
Correct Citations Anchor Chart
What should be cited?
• Anything that is not your idea, a shared language, or common knowledge.
• Facts or statistics.
• Verbatim quotes.
• Summaries or paraphrases of others’ ideas.
• If the information might be common knowledge but your reader may be unfamiliar with it.
• Others’ opinions.
• If you’re not sure, ask your teacher or cite it to be safe.

How to cite?
MLA (Modern Languages Association) Format

Books
Last, First M. Book Title. City Published: Publisher, Year Published.
Example: Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma. Young Readers Edition. New York: Dial Books, 2009.

Article
Last, First M. “Article.” Journal Name Volume. Issue (Year): Page (s).
Example: Williams, Keisha. “School Librarians-Getting Qualified for the 21st Century.” School Library Monthly Nov.
(2010): 46-47.

Website
Last, First M. “Website Article.” Website. Publisher, Date published - Day Month Year. Web. Date Accessed - Day Month Year.
Example: Manson, Richard. “Top Ten Travel Tips.” About.com. New York Times Company, 20 Dec. 2009. Web. 25 Sept.
2008.
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Exit Ticket: Developing a Supporting Research Question:
Consequences of Local Sustainable Food Chain
What is the topic from your team Cascading Consequences chart that you will research?

Using the criteria for a good supporting research question, write your supporting research question
here:
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Speaking Skills Practice
Directions
Steps:

1. Pair up with a partner.
2. Partner 1 reads the passage aloud as Partner 2 listens carefully.
3. Partner 2 gives partner 1 one star and one step based on the
4. Criteria for Effective Speaking Skills anchor chart.
5. Partner 2 reads as the first listens carefully.
6. Partner 1 gives Partner 2 one star and one step based on the
7. anchor chart.
8. When about 4 minutes have passed, remind students that
9. Partner 2 should start reading if he/she has not yet started.
10. When 8 minutes have passed, ask students to wrap up their
11. conversations.
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Mid-Unit 2 Assessment:
Research Simulation—Food Deserts
Name:
Date:
Assessment Description
In the following assessment, you will simulate the research process. Below, you will find a research
question related to food deserts. You will read an excerpt of a text about food deserts to answer the
research question. You will also complete some selected responses and constructed responses about
the research process. Much of the practice you have done in your researcher’s notebook will be helpful
in completing this assessment.

Research Question
WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF A FOOD DESERT?

Text: “Food deserts (and no, we don’t mean desserts). Is your ’hood pushing unhealthy food?”
Author: Betsy Dru Tecco
Journal Name and Volume: Current Health Teens, A Weekly Reader Publication
Issue: 38.4
Year: 2011
Page: 16
Growing up in a poor section of Santa Cruz, Calif., Maya Salsedo spent a lot of time at the local teen
center. It’s a place where people can play games, do homework, and eat. The food is especially
important because, as Salsedo says, “It might be the only meal kids are getting outside of school.” Yet
what she remembers eating there is prepackaged muffins or chips and dip. Nutrition took a backseat
to price and convenience.
Now 18 and attending college, Salsedo recognizes that the teen center is located in what she calls “a
micro food desert.” A food desert is an area without easy access to affordable, nutritious foods such as
fruits, vegetables, whole grains, and low-fat milk. That’s the neighborhood Salsedo knows. “There’s
only a liquor store and a fast-food restaurant within walking distance,” she says.
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Mid-Unit 2 Assessment:
Research Simulation—Food Deserts
Environmental Influences
Most people in the United States are able to buy groceries at supermarkets that are stocked with a
wide variety of healthy options. Yet according to a recent study by the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
2.3 million households (that’s 2.2 percent of the country) live more than a mile from a supermarket
and don’t have access to a car. And 3.4 million more households live half a mile to a mile from a
supermarket and don’t have a vehicle. Relying on public transportation (or foot power) to get back
and forth from stores with fresh, healthy foods can be a problem for those 6 million households.
Lower-income and urban neighborhoods, especially those with a large minority population, tend to
have many small corner stores and very few supermarkets, points out Dr. Manuel Franco, a food
environment researcher. He’s an adjunct assistant professor at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of
Public Health in Baltimore. Unlike supermarkets, corner stores sell mostly beer, soft drinks, and
snack foods that are high in fat, sugar, and sodium.
Research shows that those who live in a neighborhood with a greater availability of small corner
stores are more likely to be obese, which raises the risk of diabetes and other diet-related diseases.
Other studies find that residents with greater access to supermarkets or plenty of healthy foods in
neighborhood stores consume more fresh produce and other nutritious options.
Glossary:
Convenience: quick and easy
Urban: in a city
Part I: Paraphrasing
Instructions:
1. Read the text: “Food deserts (and no, we don’t mean desserts). Is your ’hood pushing unhealthy food?”
2. Code the text for consequences of a food desert.
3. In the space below, paraphrase the consequences of a food desert.
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Mid-Unit 2 Assessment:
Research Simulation—Food Deserts
Part II: Using Search Terms
1. Now that you have read the article, imagine you want to find out more about food deserts and want
to conduct an internet research project. In the bank below, write two or three search terms you would
use to find articles that might answer the question.

2. On the lines below, explain why the terms you chose would give the best results.

Part III: Citing Sources
1. In the space below, write an MLA style citation for the text.
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Mid-Unit 2 Assessment:
Research Simulation—Food Deserts
Part IV: Determining Credibility and Accuracy
1. Imagine you are looking for information on where food deserts exist in the United States. Which
source would be the most credible place to begin your search?
a. Online database—for example, a university database—of articles written by academic
researchers and experts on the subject
b. A book on food and health written by a professor of nutrition and dietetics
c. A United States atlas
d. Newspaper article on food deserts from The New York Times

2. Which of the following questions should a researcher ask to determine whether or not a text is
credible and accurate? Circle all that apply.
a. How current is the information on the topic?
b. Is the author an expert on the topic?
c. Has the information from the text been made into a documentary?
d. Does the text have specific facts and details to support the ideas?
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Exit Ticket:
Developing a Supporting Research Question: Consequences of Hunter-Gatherer Food Chain
Name:
Date:
What is the topic from your team Cascading Consequences chart that you will research?

Using the criteria for a good supporting research question, write your supporting research question
here:
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Exit Ticket:
Reflection Questions

Name:
Date:

1. How have you grown as a researcher throughout this unit?

2. What are some questions that are still in your mind as we wrap up our research?
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Taking a Position
Graphic Organizer

Name:
Date:

A. In my opinion,
the “best” food
chain for feeding
the United States is:

B. The top three
reasons I made this
decision are:

C. One negative
consequence of
this food chain is:

53

Taking a Position
Graphic Organizer
Evidence from the Cascading Consequences and Stakeholders Charts
(to support B and C above):
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End of Unit 2 Assessment:
Position Speech Prompt and Steps

Name:
Date:
I can present claims and findings in a focused, coherent manner (use relevant evidence, sound
reasoning, and well-chosen details). (SL.8.4)
I can use effective speaking techniques (appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear
pronunciation). (SL.8.4)
I can integrate multimedia components and visual displays in a presentation to clarify information,
strengthen claims, and add emphasis. (SL.8.5)
I can adapt my speech for a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when indicated or
appropriate. (SL.8.6)
Prompt:
Use your research findings about the consequences of each food chain to write and present a position
speech to answer the focus question: “Which of Michael Pollan’s four food chains would best feed all
the people in the United States?”
Steps for completing assessment:
1. Complete graphic organizer
2. Use graphic organizer to write speech
3. Choose visual component for speech
4. Practice delivering speech
5. Deliver speech to peers
6. Adapt speech for an audience of adults
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Position Speech
Rubric

Name:
Date:

The speaker

Check
if Yes

Starts with a claim that clearly answers the guiding
question

Content

Provides at least two reasons for making that claim
Provides relevant evidence for each reason from
the Cascading Consequences and Stakeholders
charts
Provides a counterclaim and responds to it with
evidence to support own claim
Makes eye contact with multiple points in the
audience

Different
Audiences

Visual
Component

Presentation

Speaks clearly and slowly enough for everyone to
hear and understand
Uses appropriate volume

Pronounces words correctly
Chooses a visual component that clarifies
information, supports the claim, and adds
emphasis
Integrates the visual component into the
presentation at a logical point

Present to Adults
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Comments? Questions?

Position Speech
Graphic Organizer

Name:
Date:
A. Write down, in the opening statement box of the graphic organizer, the name of the food chain
you are choosing. Don’t write your complete opening statement yet. This will come after you
have identified and organized your evidence.
B. Look for evidence in your Cascading Consequences charts, Stakeholders charts, and
researcher’s notebook to prove that the food chain you chose is best for feeding all the people in
the United States.
C. When you find evidence you might want to use, write it on one sticky note. Each sticky note
should have one piece of evidence, the name of the note-catcher it came from (Cascading
Consequence chart, Stakeholders chart, or researcher’s notebook), and what source the
evidence came from (page number of The Omnivore’s Dilemma or article name).
D. Identify a counterclaim that you can disprove with evidence. Remember that a counterclaim is
a claim that goes against the position you are taking. You can often find them in the negative
consequences on the Cascading Consequences chart for the food chain you have chosen.
E. Organize evidence sticky notes into big ideas about why the food chain is best. For example,
several of the sticky notes may be about the environment and could therefore go together.
Other sticky notes may be evidence that disproves the counterclaim; these sticky notes would
be grouped together.
F. Look for additional evidence if necessary.
G. Fill in the counterclaim and evidence boxes of the graphic organizer using your sticky notes or
other evidence from the note-catchers.
H. Draft the opening statement so that it includes your answer to the question with two reasons.
For example: “The industrial food chain has the potential to be both affordable and healthy for
all of the people in the United States.”
I. Draft a closing statement that really pushes the audience to agree with you.
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Position Speech
Graphic Organizer
Guiding Question: Which of Michael Pollan’s four food chains would best feed all the people in the United
States?

Claim: What is your answer to the guiding question and why? (one sentence)

What notecatcher/organizer
is this information
from?

Counterclaim and Response

Supporting Evidence and Details for Reason 1
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What source is
this information
from?

Position Speech
Graphic Organizer
Supporting Evidence and Details for Reason 2

Closing Statement (one sentence)
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End of Unit 2 Assessment:
Presentation of Position

Name:
Date:

I can present claims and findings in a focused, coherent manner (use relevant evidence, sound
reasoning, and well-chosen details). (SL.8.4)
I can use effective speaking techniques (appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear
pronunciation). (SL.8.4)
I can integrate multimedia components and visual displays in a presentation to clarify information,
strengthen claims, and add emphasis. (SL.8.5)
I can adapt my speech for a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when indicated or
appropriate. (SL.8.6)

Prompt:
Use your research findings about the consequences of each food chain to write and present a position
speech to answer the focus question: “Which of Michael Pollan’s four food chains would best feed all
the people in the United States?”
Steps for completing assessment:
1. Complete graphic organizer
2. Use graphic organizer to write speech
3. Choose visual component for speech
4. Practice delivering speech
5. Deliver speech to peers
6. Adapt speech for an audience of adults
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Formal and Informal Speech
Excerpt Examples
Excerpt 1
I’m gonna choose the hunter-gatherer food chain to feed the United States ’cause I think it’s better for
the animals. Like, all of the animals live in the wild and they are happy and free eatin’ grass and other
good food until the hunter kills them. They have an awesome life in the wild, and the hunter kills
them quickly without any pain.
Excerpt 2
I think the hunter-gatherer food chain would be the best to feed all of the people in the United States
because the animals are treated more humanely. Hunters are very careful to kill the animals without
causing them any pain, and before they are killed they have a very natural life eating the foods that
nature provides.
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Learning Resources
CoSer 501
Educational Media

Equal Opportunity Notice
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