New York State Common Core

English Language Arts
Curriculum
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Entrance Ticket: Please Place Your Order
Name:
Date:
Directions: Order one of the four meals posted on the Specials Board by checking the box next to the
meal’s number. Then explain why you chose this meal.
☐
☐
☐
☐

Meal 1
Meal 2
Meal 3
Meal 4

Why did you choose this meal?

1

Text-Dependent Questions:
Pages 1–4 of The Omnivore’s Dilemma
Name:
Date:
I can cite text-based evidence that provides the strongest support for my analysis of literary text.
(RI.8.1)
Questions

Notes

1. How did the author, Michael Pollan, make
decisions about what to eat before he began
working on this book? How do you know?
2. In Paragraph 2, the author states that he
decided what to eat based on what tasted good
until he “had the chance to peer behind the
curtain of the modern American food chain.”
Based on what you can figure out about these key
vocabulary words, explain what he means.
3. Cite specific details from the text that describe
the potato farm.

4. In the first paragraph on page 3, the author
writes: “I was driving through a feedlot, with tens
of thousands of animals bellying up to a concrete
trough that ran along the side of the highway for
what seemed like miles.” Using context clues,
what do these words mean? What do these words
help the reader understand about where
hamburgers come from?
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Text-Dependent Questions:
Pages 1–4 of The Omnivore’s Dilemma
Questions

Notes

5. At the top of page 4, it says: “That’s the
dilemma—we can eat anything, but how do we
know what to eat?” Based on context clues, what
do you think this word means? What does the
author’s use of the word help us to understand
about the book’s title?
6. In the last paragraph on page 3, Pollan says
that an omnivore eats “plants, meat,
mushrooms—just about anything.” Based on the
context clues in this paragraph and the following
paragraph, what is the omnivore’s dilemma?
7. What can you infer about Pollan’s purpose in
writing this book? What makes you think so?
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Exit Ticket:
What Is the Omnivore’s Dilemma Anyway?
Name:
Date:
Based on the reading and discussion in today’s class, what is the meaning of the title of the book, The
Omnivore’s Dilemma? Your answer should be at least three complete sentences.
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Homework:
Which of Michael Pollan’s Food Chains Does the
Meal You Chose at the Beginning of the Lesson Best Match?
Name:
Date:
Which of Michael Pollan’s food chains does the meal you chose at the beginning of the lesson best
match? Why do you think that? Use evidence from the text to support your claim.
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Entrance Ticket:
Meal and Food Chain Match
Name:
Date:
Which meal do you think comes from which food chain? Why do you think that?
Food Chain

Meal

Why Do You Think That?

Industrial

Industrial Organic

Local Sustainable

Hunter-Gatherer
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Reading Closely:
Guiding Questions Handout
Guiding Questions 1
I. Approaching the
text
Reading closely begins
by considering my
specific purposes for
reading and important
information about a
text.

II. Questioning
Texts
Reading closely
involves:
1) initially questioning
a text to focus my
attention on its
structure, ideas,
language, and
perspective, then
2) questioning further
as I read to sharpen my
focus on the specific
details in the text

I am aware of my purpose(s) for reading:
• Why am I reading this text?

I take note of information about the text:
• Who is the author?

• In my reading, should I focus on:

• What is the title?

• The content and information about the
topic?

• What type of text is it?
• Who published the text?

• The structure and language of the text?

• When was the text published?

• The author’s view?

I begin my reading with questions to help me
understand the text.
Structure:
• How is the text organized?
• How do the text’s structure and features
influence my reading?

I pose new questions while reading that help
me deepen my understanding.
Structure:
• Why has the author structured the
sentences and paragraphs this way?

Topic, Information, and Ideas:
• What is this text mainly about?

Topic, Information, and Ideas:
• What information/ideas are presented at
the beginning of the text?

• What information or ideas does the text
present?

• What information/ideas are described in
detail?

• What details stand out to me as I read?

• What do I learn about the topic as I read?

Language:
• What key words or phrases do I notice as I
read?

• How do the ideas relate to what I already
know?

• What words or phrases are critical for my
understanding of the text?
• What words and phrases are repeated?
Perspective:
• What is the author thinking and saying
about the topic or theme?
• Who is the intended audience of the text?
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Language:
• What words and phrases are powerful or
unique?
• What do the author’s words cause me to see
or feel?
• What words do I need to know to better
understand the text?

Reading Closely:
Guiding Questions Handout
Guiding Questions 1
III. Analyzing
Details
Reading closely
involves thinking
deeply about the details
I have found through
my questioning to
determine their
meaning, importance,
and the ways they help
develop ideas across a
text.

I analyze the details I find through my
questioning.
Patterns across the text:
What details, information, and ideas are
repeated throughout the text?
How do details, information, or ideas change
across the text?
Meaning of Language:
Why has the author chosen specific words or
phrases?
Importance:
Which details are most important to help me
understand the text?
Which sections are most challenging and
require closer reading?
Relationships among details:
How are the details I find related in ways that
build ideas and themes?
What does the text leave uncertain or unstated?
Why?
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Analyzing and connecting details leads me to
pose further text-based questions that cause
me to reread more deeply.

Text-Dependent Questions
Pages 22–25 of The Omnivore’s Dilemma
Name:
Date:
I can cite text-based evidence that provides the strongest support for my analysis of
literary text. (RI.8.1)
Questions

Notes

1. What reasons does Pollan
give for his claim that corn
“succeeded so well”?
2. How did farmers like
George Naylor’s grandfather
get their seed?
3. Why don’t they do that
anymore?

4. What is so great about
these new hybrid seeds?
How do they help the
farmer?
5. How is genetically
modified corn seed created?
Why is it better than the
hybrid seed?
6. Why do farmers like
George Naylor refuse to
grow GMO crops?
7. What do you think
“GMOs are a reckless
experiment with the natural
order of things” means?
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Food Chain for___________________________________
Name:
Date:
1. Start:
Where does
the chain
start? Planted
seed? In the
wild?

2. Farm: How
does it grow? What
happens once it is
grown? Who does
what? How?

3. After the farm:
Where does it go
next? Under what
conditions?

5. Outputs: What is
produced?
4. Transportation:
How is it moved
from the farm to
the factory or from
the factory to the
consumer?
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Page 25: Author’s Purpose Graphic Organizer
Name:
Date:

Part 1: Author’s Purpose
Food chain:

Page numbers:
What is the author’s purpose for this excerpt of text?

How do you know? Support your answer with at least three details from the text.

1.
2.
3.
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Page 25: Author’s Purpose Graphic Organizer
Part 2: Conflicting Viewpoints and Evidence
If the purpose of the text is to persuade you to believe or to do something by presenting an
argument:
What claim is the author making?

What evidence does the author use to support the claim?
1.

2.

3.

What conflicting viewpoints has the author put forward? Why?

How has the author responded to the conflicting viewpoints?
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Text-Dependent Questions
Pages 47-49 of The Omnivore’s Dilemma
Name:
Date:
Questions

Notes

1. Why had “the
stench of the place
been rising for more
than a mile?”
2. How often does the
corn mill run?
3. What does the corn
mill do?
4. What does CAFO
stand for?
5. What is the
difference between
the “old-fashioned”
way of raising cattle
on small family farms
and raising cattle in
CAFOs?
6. According to
Michael Pollan, what
is bad about raising
cattle in CAFOs?
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Pages 47-49: Author’s Purpose Graphic Organizer
Name:
Date:
Part 1: Author’s Purpose
Food chain:

Page numbers:

What is the author’s purpose for this excerpt of text?

How do you know? Support your answer with at least three details from the text.

1.

2.

3.
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Pages 47-49: Author’s Purpose Graphic Organizer
Part 2: Conflicting Viewpoints and Evidence
If the purpose of the text is to persuade you to believe or to do something by presenting an
argument:
What claim is the author making?

What evidence does the author use to support the claim?
1.

2.

3.

What conflicting viewpoints has the author put forward? Why?

How has the author responded to the conflicting viewpoints?
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Text-Dependent Questions
Pages 112–115 of The Omnivore’s Dilemma
Questions

Notes

1. What does “organic”
mean?
2. When did the idea
of organic food catch
on? Why?
3. When was the first
Earth Day?
4. What are organic
food co-ops?
5. What drove the food
co-ops out of
business?
6. Why does Michael
Pollan call this food
chain “industrial
organic”? What factors
make it industrial?
What factors make it
organic?
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Pages 112-115: Author’s Purpose Graphic Organizer
Name:
Date:
Part 1: Author’s Purpose
Food chain:

Page numbers:
What is the author’s purpose for this excerpt of text?

How do you know? Support your answer with at least three details from the text.

1.

2.

3.
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Pages 112-115: Author’s Purpose Graphic Organizer
Part 2: Conflicting Viewpoints and Evidence
If the purpose of the text is to persuade you to believe or to do something by presenting an
argument:
What claim is the author making?

What evidence does the author use to support the claim?
1.

2.

3.

What conflicting viewpoints has the author put forward? Why?

How has the author responded to the conflicting viewpoints?
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Speaker’s Purpose Graphic Organizer:
Food, Inc.
Name:
Date:
Use the space below to take notes for gist.

Part 1: Speaker’s Purpose
Food chain:

Source of speech:

What is the speaker’s purpose or motive for saying what he or she does?
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Speaker’s Purpose Graphic Organizer:
Food, Inc.
How do you know? Support your answer with at least three details from the speech.

1.

2.

3.

What are the motives of this media clip? Why was it made? (To encourage you to buy a product? To
encourage you not to buy a product? To inform you about a certain type of food?)

Why do you think that? (Is it just what the speaker said? Is it a camera angle that makes you feel a
certain way? Is it music or images that are playing at the same time?)
Provide two pieces of evidence from the clip to support your claim.
1.

2.
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Mid-Unit 1 Assessment:
Analyzing Author’s and Speaker’s Purpose, Part 1 (SL.8.2)
Name:
Date:
Directions for Part 1:
• Listen to Birke Baehr’s speech, “What’s Wrong with Our Food System?”, while taking notes in the
space provided below. Take notes for the gist so you can remember Baehr’s main points.

• After listening to the speech and finishing your notes, use information from the speech to complete
the Speaker’s Purpose section.
Use the space below to take notes for the gist. Record the main claims of the speaker.
This will help you when determining his point of view.

Speaker’s Purpose
What is the speaker’s purpose or motive for saying what he or she does?
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Mid-Unit 1 Assessment:
Analyzing Author’s and Speaker’s Purpose, Part 1 (SL.8.2)
How do you know? Support your answer with at least three details from the speech.

1.
2.
3.

What are the motives of this speech? Why was it made? (To encourage you to buy a product? To
encourage you not to buy a product? To inform you about a certain type of food?)

Why do you think that? (Is it just what the speaker said? Is it a camera angle that makes you feel a
certain way? Is it images or music that are playing at the same time?)
Provide two pieces of evidence from the clip to support your claim.
1.

2.
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Mid-Unit 1 Assessment:
Analyzing Author’s and Speaker’s Purpose, Part 2
(L.8.4, L.8.4b, L.8.4c, L.8.4d, RI.8.6, SL.8.2)
Name:
Date:
Directions for Part 2:
• Read the excerpt “Can You Eat More, Please?” (pages 73–75) from Michael Pollan’s The
Omnivore’s Dilemma.

• Answer the questions in the Finding Word Meaning section.
• Use information from the text to complete the Author’s Purpose section. Refer to the text as often
as you need to.

• Once you’ve determined author’s purpose, complete the Conflicting Viewpoints and Evidence
section.
Finding Word Meaning
1. Look at the words inject and infused in the second paragraph on page 74. What common affix
do they have?
2. What does this affix mean?
3. What do you think “infused” means?
4. Look in a dictionary to check your answer. What definition does the dictionary give?

5. Were you right?

Yes

No
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Mid-Unit 1 Assessment:
Analyzing Author’s and Speaker’s Purpose, Part 2
(L.8.4, L.8.4b, L.8.4c, L.8.4d, RI.8.6, SL.8.2)
Speaker’s Purpose
What is the speaker’s purpose for this speech?

How do you know? Support your answer with at least three details from the speech.

1.

2.

3.

What are the motives of this speech? Why was it made? (To encourage you to buy a product? To
encourage you not to buy a product? To inform you about a certain type of food?)
What claim is the author making?
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Mid-Unit 1 Assessment:
Analyzing Author’s and Speaker’s Purpose, Part 2
Why do you think that? (Is it just what the speaker said? Is it a camera angle that makes you feel a
certain way? Is it images or music that are playing at the same time?)
Provide two pieces of evidence from the clip to support your claim.
1.

2.
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Text-Dependent Questions:
Pages 161–166 of The Omnivore’s Dilemma
Name:
Date:
I can determine a theme or the central ideas of an informational text. (RI.8.2)
I can determine the meaning of words and phrases in text (figurative, connotative, and technical
meanings). (RI.8.4)
Questions

Notes

1. Why are the pens floorless?

2. Why are the pens moved 10 feet each day?

3. Why does Joel wait three or four days
before moving the chickens to where his
cattle have been?
4. Why does Joel think the “Eggmobile”
would be worth it, even if the chickens never
laid a single egg?
5. Why does Joel not buy more chickens
when the eggs bring in more money than
anything else he sells?

26

Example of Strong and Flawed Arguments
Name:
Date:
Argument A (example of a flawed argument)
Our food should come from nature, not industry. The food industry makes me angry. The people who
run it are bad people who just want to make money. When I went to the grocery store today, I noticed
so many people buying chips and soda. We don’t want to end up obese, so we better eat food from
nature.
Argument B (example of a strong argument)
Our food should come from nature, not industry, for several reasons. Getting food from nature does
not damage the world. For example, my pig’s place in the forest would soon be taken by another pig
and the cherry tree would bear fruit again next year. Also, there are no hidden costs to food that
comes from nature. For example, you don’t have to pay for manure from feedlots to be hauled away.
Food from industry costs each and every one of us: in government spending, in pollution, in global
warming, and in our health. Finally, food from nature is better for our bodies. Eating meat from cows
that were fed grass is much healthier for us than eating meat from cows that were fed corn.
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Evaluating an Argument:
Graphic Organizer for Pages 161–166
Name:
Date:
I can identify the argument and specific claims in a text. (RI.8.8)
I can evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text (assessing whether the reasoning is sound
and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims). (RI.8.8)
I can identify when irrelevant evidence is used. (RI.8.8)
Part 1: Evaluating an Argument Graphic Organizer
Author/Speaker’s Claim:

Relevant Evidence 1

Relevant Evidence 2

Relevant Evidence 3

Explain how this piece of
Explain how this piece of
Explain how this piece of
evidence is relevant to the claim: evidence is relevant to the claim: evidence is relevant to the claim:

Relevant Evidence 4

Relevant Evidence 5
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Relevant Evidence 6

Evaluating an Argument:
Graphic Organizer for Pages 161–166
Part 1: Evaluating an Argument Graphic Organizer
Explain how this piece of
Explain how this piece of
Explain how this piece of
evidence is relevant to the claim: evidence is relevant to the claim: evidence is relevant to the claim:

Did the author provide sufficient evidence? Explain why or why not.

Was the reasoning sound? Explain why or why not.

Part 2: Irrelevant Evidence
What irrelevant evidence did the author/speaker provide? Explain what makes this evidence
irrelevant.
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Text-Dependent Questions:
Pages 240-245 of The Omnivore’s Dilemma
Name:
Date:
I can determine a theme or the central ideas of an informational text. (RI.8.2)
I can determine the meaning of words and phrases in text (figurative, connotative, and technical
meanings). (RI.8.4)
Questions

Notes

1. What emotions did he feel as
soon as he’d killed the pig? Why?

2. What was the one emotion he
expected to feel, but did not feel
immediately?

3. Why did he find seeing the
inside of the pig more disturbing
than the chicken guts on Joel’s
farm?

4. Why did he tell Angelo he
wanted to take a picture?
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Text-Dependent Questions:
Pages 240-245 of The Omnivore’s Dilemma
Questions

Notes

5. Why was he so disgusted? How
does he explain his disgust?

6. What does he feel after looking
at the pictures? Why?

7. What new dilemma is he faced
with?

8. What is his final feeling about
killing the pig? Why?

9. What does he say hunters ought
to be aware of?
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Evaluating an Argument Graphic Organizer for Pages 275-276
Name:
Date:
I can identify the argument and specific claims in a text. (RI.8.8)
I can evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text (assessing whether the reasoning is sound
and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims). (RI.8.8)
I can identify when irrelevant evidence is used. (RI.8.8)
Part 1: Evaluating an Argument Graphic Organizer
Author/Speaker’s Claim:

Relevant Evidence 1

Relevant Evidence 2

Relevant Evidence 3

Explain how this piece of
Explain how this piece of
Explain how this piece of
evidence is relevant to the claim: evidence is relevant to the claim: evidence is relevant to the claim:
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Evaluating an Argument Graphic Organizer for Pages 275-276
Part 1: Evaluating an Argument Graphic Organizer
Relevant Evidence 4

Relevant Evidence 5

Relevant Evidence 6

Explain how this piece of
Explain how this piece of
Explain how this piece of
evidence is relevant to the claim: evidence is relevant to the claim: evidence is relevant to the claim:

Did the author provide sufficient evidence? Explain why or why not.

Was the reasoning sound? Explain why or why not.
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Evaluating an Argument Graphic Organizer for Pages 275-276
Part 2: Irrelevant Evidence
What irrelevant evidence did the author/speaker provide? Explain what makes this evidence
irrelevant.
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Evaluating an Argument Task Card
1. Discuss your claim and the relevant evidence you flagged with your partner.

2. Add the claim to the graphic organizer.

3. Add the relevant evidence you flagged to the graphic organizer.

4. Explain how each piece of relevant evidence you have recorded supports the author’s claim.

5. Answer the questions about sufficient evidence and sound reasoning.

6. Meet with a new partner to share work.

7. Report back to original partner and make revisions.
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Example of Irrelevant Evidence:
Page 245 of The Omnivore’s Dilemma Rewritten
I was confronted with yet another dilemma. What exactly is the joy of hunting? I know what made me
feel good when I was out in the woods. I enjoyed feeling totally alive and a part of nature. I enjoyed
discovering new abilities that I didn’t know I had. I enjoyed succeeding in my difficult task.
However, I also knew what made me feel bad about hunting. No matter how I looked at it, I felt regret
about killing that pig. The animal is at once different from me and yet as a living creature it is in some
ways the same. Pigs can run up to 11 miles per hour, and they like to bathe in water or mud to keep
cool, although they actually prefer water to mud. So when a hunter kills a pig, they ought to be aware
of the seriousness of what they are doing and never treat it lightly
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Excerpt of Give (Frozen) Peas a Chance—and Carrots Too by Dr. Mehmet Oz

Expeditionary Learning is seeking permission for this material. We will post an updated version of
the lesson once permission is granted.
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Excerpt of Give (Frozen) Peas a Chance—and Carrots Too by Dr. Mehmet Oz

Glossary
perishable: likely to spoil or rot in a short time
boutique: coming from a small, exclusive, fashionable store
suspect: open to suspicion or doubt; having a problem
democratic: having social, economic, and political equality; available to all, equally
abundant: large in amount or number; plentiful
elite: the best; reserved for the most well-off
preservation: preparation of food so that it can be kept for a long time
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Evaluating an Argument Graphic Organizer for Excerpt of
Give (Frozen) Peas a Chance—and Carrots Too by Dr. Mehmet Oz
Name:
Date:
I can identify the argument and specific claims in a text. (RI.8.8)
I can evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text (assessing whether the reasoning is sound
and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims). (RI.8.8)
I can identify when irrelevant evidence is used. (RI.8.8)
Evaluating an Argument Graphic Organizer
Author/Speaker’s Claim:
Relevant Evidence 1

Relevant Evidence 2

Relevant Evidence 3

Explain how this piece of
Explain how this piece of
Explain how this piece of
evidence is relevant to the claim: evidence is relevant to the claim: evidence is relevant to the claim:

Relevant Evidence 4

Relevant Evidence 5
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Relevant Evidence 6

Evaluating an Argument Graphic Organizer for Excerpt of
Give (Frozen) Peas a Chance—and Carrots Too by Dr. Mehmet Oz
Evaluating an Argument Graphic Organizer
Explain how this piece of
Explain how this piece of
evidence is relevant to the claim: evidence is relevant to the claim:

Did the author provide sufficient evidence? Explain why or why not.

Was the reasoning sound? Explain why or why not.
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GRADE 8: MODULE 4: UNIT 1: LESSON 12

Developing a Claim:
Model
Name:
Date:
Make a claim based on the question: Which food chain would you choose to feed your family—the
industrial food chain or the industrial organic food chain?
Student Claim
I would choose the industrial organic food chain to feed my family.
Reason 1

Reason 2

My family struggles with weight and diabetes,
so food from the industrial organic food chain is
healthier for my family.

My family cares about the environment, and food
from the industrial organic food chain is better
for the environment.

Evidence A

Evidence B

Evidence A

Evidence B

p. 104
“Judith, Isaac and I
together consumed a
total of 4,510 calories
at our [McDonald’s]
lunch, which is about
two-thirds of what the
three of us should eat
in a day.”

p. 134–135
“The study showed that
the organic fruits and
vegetables contained
higher levels of Vitamin
C. They also had a
wider range of natural
chemicals called
polyphenols.
Polyphenols are a
group of chemicals
made by plants that
seem to play an
important role in
human health.”

p. 124
“If you include all the
farmland growing
fruits and vegetables
for Earthbound, it
comes to a total of
25,000 organic acres.
The Goodmans
estimate that this has
eliminated some
270,000 pounds of
pesticide and 8 million
pounds of
petrochemical fertilizer
that would otherwise
have been applied to
those fields.”

p. 105
“Growing corn and
nothing but corn has
damaged the soil of our
farmlands, polluted the
water, and threatened
the health of all the
creatures
downstream.”
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GRADE 8: MODULE 4: UNIT 1: LESSON 12

Developing a Claim
Name:
Date:
I can use my experiences and my knowledge of language and logic, as well as culture, to think
analytically, address problems creatively, and advocate persuasively. (SL.8.2a)
I can use my experiences and my knowledge of language and logic, as well as culture, to think
analytically, address problems creatively, and advocate persuasively. (RI.8.9a)
Make a claim based on the question:
Which food chain would you choose to feed your family—the local sustainable food
chain or the hunter-gatherer food chain?
Directions:
1. Review your Food Chain graphic organizers for the local sustainable and hunter-gatherer food
chains. Use the information you have recorded on your food chain to refer back to the relevant
sections of your text.
2. Decide which food chain you would choose to feed your family.
3. Think of two reasons why, based on what you know about those food chains.
4. Find evidence in The Omnivore’s Dilemma to support those reasons.
Student Claim

Reason 1

Evidence A

Reason 2

Evidence B
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Advocating Persuasively Checklist
Name:
Date:
Directions: Place a check next to each item the speaker demonstrates in his/her speech.
In the comments column to the right, add any relevant details, questions, or suggestions.
if yes

Content

Makes a strong
claim.
Provides clear
reasons for making
that claim.
Provides strong
supporting evidence
for reasons from
research.

Presentation

Responds to a
counterclaim made
by someone else in
the Fishbowl.
Eye contact with
multiple audience
members.
Speaks clearly and
slowly enough for
everyone to hear and
understand.
Speaks at an
appropriate volume.
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Fishbowl Protocol

The Outer Circle—Listen and Learn!
Observe others’ arguments and presentation
Take note of counterclaims and how you would respond to them

The Inner Circle – Discuss!
One voice at a time, for one minute each
Present your claim, points and evidence
Respond to others’ claims, points
and evidence
Practice eye contact
Use appropriate volume
Respectfully listen to others
Use appropriate volume
Respectfully listen to others
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Homework: Vote with Your Fork
Name:
Date:
After reading the Afterword, “Vote with Your Fork,” in The Omnivore’s Dilemma, name one way you
can you “vote with your fork.”

45

Evaluating an Argument Graphic Organizer for Pages 275-276
Name:
Date:
I can determine a speaker’s argument and specific claims. (SL.8.3)
I can evaluate the reasoning and evidence presented for soundness and relevance. (SL.8.3)
I can identify when irrelevant evidence is introduced. (SL.8.3)
Evaluating an Argument Graphic Organizer
Speaker’s Claim:

Relevant Evidence 1

Relevant Evidence 2

Relevant Evidence 3

Explain how this piece of
Explain how this piece of
Explain how this piece of
evidence is relevant to the claim: evidence is relevant to the claim: evidence is relevant to the claim:

Relevant Evidence 4

Relevant Evidence 5
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Relevant Evidence 6

Evaluating an Argument Graphic Organizer for Pages 275-276
Evaluating an Argument Graphic Organizer
Explain how this piece of
Explain how this piece of
Explain how this piece of
evidence is relevant to the claim: evidence is relevant to the claim: evidence is relevant to the claim:

Did the speaker provide sufficient evidence? Explain why or why not.

Was the reasoning sound? Explain why or why not.

Irrelevant Evidence
What irrelevant evidence did the speaker provide? Explain what makes this evidence irrelevant.
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End of Unit 1 Assessment, Part 2:
Evaluating the Argument, Reasoning, and Evidence in an Excerpt of
The Omnivore’s Dilemma
Name:
Date:
I can identify the argument and specific claims in a text. (RI.8.8)
I can evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text (assessing whether the reasoning is sound
and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims). (RI.8.8)
I can identify when irrelevant evidence is used. (RI.8.8)
I can use my experiences and my knowledge of language and logic, as well as culture, to think
analytically, address problems creatively, and advocate persuasively. (RI.8.9a)
Evaluating an Argument Graphic Organizer
Page numbers of excerpt:
Author/Speaker’s Claim:
Relevant Evidence 1

Relevant Evidence 2

Relevant Evidence 3

Explain how this piece of
evidence is relevant to the
claim:

Explain how this piece of
evidence is relevant to the
claim:

Explain how this piece of
evidence is relevant to the
claim:

End of Unit 1 Assessment, Part 2:
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Evaluating the Argument, Reasoning, and Evidence in an Excerpt of
The Omnivore’s Dilemma
Evaluating an Argument Graphic Organizer
Relevant Evidence 4

Relevant Evidence 5

Relevant Evidence 6

Explain how this piece of
Explain how this piece of
Explain how this piece of
evidence is relevant to the claim: evidence is relevant to the claim: evidence is relevant to the claim:

Did the author provide sufficient evidence? Explain why or why not.

Was the reasoning sound? Explain why or why not.
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Example of Irrelevant Evidence: Page 74 of The Omnivore’s Dilemma Rewritten
Companies can also try to convince us that their food is healthier, even a sort of medicine. We’re used
to having vitamins added to our food. (Of course, manufacturers wouldn’t need to add them if they
hadn’t been removed during processing.) And some manufacturers are going even further than
adding vitamins. One company, called Tree Top, has developed a “low moisture, naturally sweetened
apple piece infused with a red-wine extract.” Natural chemicals in red wine called flavonoids are
thought to fight cancer. Flavonoids are also found in many fruits and vegetables, including citrus
fruits, berries, onions, parsley and pulses. Over 5,000 naturally occurring flavonoids have been found
in various plants. Tree Top has added value to an apple by injecting it with flavonoids from red wine.”

Irrelevant Evidence
What irrelevant evidence did the speaker provide? Explain what makes this evidence irrelevant.
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End of Unit 1 Assessment, Part 3:
Developing a Claim
Name:
Date:
Based on the evidence gathered in the Evaluating an Argument graphic organizer and other evidence
you have learned in this unit, make a claim based on the question:
Now that you have read a lot of The Omnivore’s Dilemma, which of the four meals you were invited to
choose from at the beginning of the unit would you choose to feed your family? Why?
Meal 1
McDonald’s cheeseburger
Large fries
Large Coke
Meal 2
Roasted organic chicken
Roasted organic veggies (yellow potatoes, purple kale, and red winter squash)
Steamed organic asparagus
Spring mix salad
Organic ice cream with organic blackberries
Meal 3
Brined and applewood-smoked barbecue chicken
Roasted sweet corn
Rocket (arugula) salad
Chocolate soufflé
Meal 4
Fava bean toasts and Sonoma boar pâté
Egg fettuccine with power fire morels, braised leg, and grilled loin of wild Sonoma pig
Wild East Bay yeast levain
Local garden salad
Fulton Street Bing cherry tart

51

End of Unit 1 Assessment, Part 3:
Developing a Claim
Name:
Date:

Student Claim

Reason 1

Evidence A

Reason 2

Evidence B

Evidence A
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Evidence B

NYS 2-Point Rubric—Short-Response
Score

Response Features
The features of a 2-point response are
• Valid inferences and/or claims from the text where required by the prompt

• Evidence of analysis of the text where required by the prompt
2
Point

• Relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information from the text to
develop response according to the requirements of the prompt

• Sufficient number of facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information from
the text as required by the prompt

• Complete sentences where errors do not impact readability
The features of a 1-point response are
• A mostly literal recounting of events or details from the text as required by the prompt
1
Point

• Some relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information from the
text to develop response according to the requirements of the prompt

• Incomplete sentences or bullets

0
Point

The features of a 0-point response are
• A response that does not address any of the requirements of the prompt or is totally
inaccurate

• No response (blank answer)
• A response that is not written in English
• A response that is unintelligible or indecipherable

 If the prompt requires two texts and the student only references one text, the response can be scored no
higher than a 1.
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Advocating Persuasively Checklist Rubric
Name:

Content

Date:
The speaker …
Makes a strong
claim.

4
A strong claim is
made in
response to the
question to open
the presentation.

3
A claim is made
in response to
the question to
open the
presentation.

Provides clear
reasons for
making that
claim.

Two clear
reasons have
been provided
for making that
claim.

Two reasons
have been
provided for
making that
claim.

Provides strong
supporting
evidence for
reasons from
research.

Two pieces of
strong evidence
have been
provided to
support each
reason.
There is a clear
response to a
claim made by
another student
in the Fishbowl.

Responds to a
counterclaim
made by
someone else in
the Fishbowl.

2
A claim is made
but it doesn’t
respond directly
to the question
or it isn’t
presented at the
beginning.
One reason has
been provided
for making that
claim.

1
There is no claim
made.

Two pieces of
evidence have
been provided to
support each
reason.

There is at least
one piece of
evidence to
support each
reason.

No evidence is
provided to
support the
reasons
presented.

There is a
response to a
claim made by
another student
in the Fishbowl.

There is some
evidence of a
response to a
counterclaim.

There is no
response to a
claim made by
another student.
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No reasons have
been provided
for making the
claim.

Advocating Persuasively Checklist Rubric
Name:

Presentation

Date:

The speaker …
Eye contact with
audience
members.

4
Eye contact is
made with many
different people
in the audience
throughout
advocating
persuasively.

3
Eye contact is
made with a
number of
people in the
audience
throughout
advocating
persuasively.

2
Eye contact is
made with one
or two people.

1
Eye contact is
not made with
anyone in the
audience.

Speaks clearly
and slowly
enough for
everyone to hear
and understand.

Speaking is
paced perfectly
throughout—
slow and clear
enough for
everyone to
understand.

Speaking is
paced well for a
majority of the
time—slow and
clear enough for
most people to
understand.

Speaking is
paced well for
some of the
time—slow and
clear enough for
some people to
understand.

Speaking is too
rushed and not
clear enough. It
is very difficult
for most people
to understand.

Appropriate
volume was
used.

Volume is
appropriate for
everyone to
hear—not too
loud and not too
quiet.

Volume is
appropriate for
most people to
hear.

Volume is
appropriate for
some people to
hear.

Volume is
challenging for
most people to
hear.
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Exit Ticket: Which Meal Would You Choose to Feed Your Family? Why?
Name:
Date:

Which meal did you choose at the beginning of the unit? Why?

Which meal did you advocate persuasively for? Why?

Which meal would you choose now? Why?
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Homework: Tips for Eating
Name:
Date:

* What three tips would you give to people about eating now that you have read most of The
Omnivore’s Dilemma?
1.

2.

3.
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Learning Resources
CoSer 501
Educational Media
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