New York State Common Core

English Language Arts
Curriculum

GRADE 8 Module 1
Unit 3
Student Workbook

GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 2: LESSON 1
“Inside Out” Poem Graphic Organizer
(front side)

Name:
Date:

Character Profile:
Who is your refugee? (Age, male/female)

Where did he/she come from? (place and time)

Why did he/she flee?

Where did he/she flee to?

Scene:
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 2: LESSON 1
“Inside Out” Poem Graphic Organizer
(back side)

Beginning of Poem

Using strong word choice, and figurative
language write the research information in
your own words:

Why these words? How will this word choice
affect the meaning and tone of
your poem?

Using strong word choice, and figurative
language write the research information in
your own words:

Why these words? How will this word choice
impact the meaning and tone of your poem?

Using strong word choice, and figurative
language write the research information in
your own words:

Why these words? How will this word choice
impact the meaning and tone of your poem?

Who are you? (Include
as many of the
following: race,
nationality, religion,
political affiliation.)

Middle of Poem

Where are you from,
and why did you flee?
What hardships did you
face in your country?

End of Poem

What was it like for you
after you fled?
Where did you go?
Where did you find
help?
Where did you settle?
How was your life
turned “inside out”?
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 2
What Makes an Effective Poem? Note-catcher

Name:
Date:

•
•

•

•
•

•

•
•

•

•
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 2
Word Choice, Tone and Meaning Note-catcher

Name:
Date:

“Papaya Tree” from Inside Out and Back Again
Scene:
Word Choice/Text Details
What are some specific images,
words, and phrases the author
uses that strike you emotionally and
give you a feeling of the events
described in the text?

Feeling/Meaning
For each word or phrase,
describe the emotion, feeling
or meaning it conveys.

Tone
Based on the images, words, and
phrases you have selected, describe
the tone of the text with one word
(examples: angry, violent, or harsh).

“Wet and Crying” from Inside Out and Back Again
Scene:
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 3
“Inside Out” and “Back Again” Poetry Rubric

Name:
Date:

Poem Rubric (based on the New York State Expository Writing Rubric)

Content and
Analysis

4

3

2

1

0

• clearly introduce a topic in
a manner that is
compelling and follows
logically from the task and
purpose:
• “Inside Out” poem: The
poem clearly introduces
who the refugee, where
he/she is fleeing from, why
he/she has to flee and how
he/she has turned ‘inside
out’ in the context of a
compelling scene.
• “Back Again” poem: The
poem clearly introduces
how the refugee has had to
adapt, what he/she mourns
and how he/she has turned
‘back again’ in the context
of a compelling scene.

• clearly introduce a
topic in a manner that
follows from the task
and purpose:
• “Inside Out” poem:
The poem clearly
introduces who the
refugee is, where
he/she is fleeing from,
why he/she has to flee
and how he/she has
turned ‘inside out’ in
the context of a scene.
• “Back Again” poem:
The poem clearly
introduces how the
refugee has had to
adapt, what he/she
mourns and how
he/she has turned
‘back again’ in the
context of a scene.

• introduce a topic in a
manner that follows
generally from the task
and purpose:
• “Inside Out” poem: The
poem introduces who
the refugee is, where
he/she is fleeing from,
why he/she has to flee
and how he/she has
turned ‘inside out’.
• “Back Again” poem:
The poem introduces
how the refugee has
had to adapt, what
he/she mourns and
how he/she has turned
‘back again.’

• introduce a topic in a
manner that does not
logically follow from
the task and purpose:
• “Inside Out” poem: The
poem does not logically
introduce who the
refugee is, where
he/she is fleeing from,
why he/she has to flee
and how he/she has
turned ‘inside out.’
• “Back Again” poem:
The poem does not
logically introduce how
the refugee has had to
adapt, what he/she
mourns and how
he/she has turned
‘back again.’

• demonstrate a lack of
comprehension of the
text(s) or task:
• Both poems: The poem
demonstrates a lack of
comprehension of the
task.
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 3
“Inside Out” and “Back Again” Poetry Rubric

Poem Rubric (based on the New York State Expository Writing Rubric)

Command of
Evidence
“Inside Out”
poems only

4

3

2

• develop the topic with
relevant, well-chosen facts,
definitions, concrete
details, quotations, or other
information and examples
from the text(s):

• develop the topic with
relevant facts,
definitions, details,
quotations, or other
information and
examples from the
text(s):

• partially develop the
topic of the essay with
the use of some textual
evidence, some of
which may be
irrelevant:

• Who the refugee, where
he/she is fleeing from, and
why he/she has to flee and
he/she has turned is
developed with well-chosen
and concrete facts from
informational texts.
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• Who the refugee,
where he/she is fleeing
from and why he/she
has to flee is developed
with relevant facts
from informational
texts.

1

• Some facts from
informational texts
partially develop who
the refugee, where
he/she is fleeing from
and why he/she has to
flee.

6

• demonstrate an
attempt to use
evidence, but develop
ideas only with
minimal, occasional
evidence that is
generally invalid or
irrelevant:
• There is an attempt to
use facts from the
informational texts, but
they are generally
invalid or irrelevant.

0
• provide no evidence or
provide evidence that
is completely
irrelevant:
• There are no facts from
informational texts or
they are completely
irrelevant to the topic
of the poem.
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 3
“Inside Out” and “Back Again” Poetry Rubric

Poem Rubric (based on the New York State Expository Writing Rubric)

Cohesion,
Organization,
and Style

4

3

• exhibit clear organization,
with the skillful use of
appropriate and varied
transitions to create a
unified whole and enhance
meaning:

• exhibit clear
organization, with the
use of appropriate
transitions to create a
unified whole:

• The organization creates a
unified poem that enhances
meaning.
• establish and maintain a
formal style, using gradeappropriate, stylistically
sophisticated language and
domain-specific vocabulary
with a notable sense of
voice:
• The style and language of
the poem are appropriate
and sophisticated, with
notable sense of voice.
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• The poem has a
beginning, middle, and
end that connect to
each other to create a
unified poem.

2

1

• exhibit some attempt
at organization, with
inconsistent use of
transitions:
• The poem has a
beginning, middle, and
end, but there is no
clear connection
between sections.

• establish and
maintain a formal
style using precise
language and domainspecific vocabulary:

• establish but fail to
maintain a formal
style, with inconsistent
use of language and
domain-specific
vocabulary:

• The style and language
of the poem are
consistent and
appropriate.

• The style and language
of the poem are
appropriate at times,
but not consistently.

7

• exhibit little attempt at
organization, or
attempts to organize
are irrelevant to the
task:
• The organization of the
poem does not support
the main idea.
• lack a formal style,
using language that is
imprecise or
inappropriate for the
text(s) and task:
• The style and language
of the poem are
imprecise or
inappropriate given the
main idea.

0
• exhibit no evidence of
organization:
• The poem has no
evidence of
organization.
• use language that is
predominantly
incoherent or copied
directly from the
text(s):
• The poem uses
language that is
generally incoherent, or
only quotes from the
texts are used.
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 3
“Inside Out” and “Back Again” Poetry Rubric

Poem Rubric (based on the New York State Expository Writing Rubric)
4
Control of
Conventions

• demonstrate gradeappropriate command of
conventions, with few
errors:
• Use of capitalization and
spelling is gradeappropriate, with few
errors.
• There is a Works Cited list
with no errors.
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2

1

0

• demonstrate gradeappropriate command
of conventions, with
occasional errors that
do not hinder
comprehension:
• Occasional
capitalization and
spelling errors do not
hinder comprehension.
• There is a Works Cited
with few errors.

• demonstrate emerging
command of
conventions, with some
errors that may hinder
comprehension:
• Some capitalization
and spelling errors may
hinder comprehension.
• There is a Works Cited
page that contains
some errors.

• demonstrate a lack of
command of
conventions, with
frequent errors that
hinder comprehension:
• Frequent capitalization
and spelling errors
hinder comprehension.
• There is a Works Cited
page with many errors.

• are minimal, making
assessment of
conventions
unreliable:
• Capitalization and
spelling errors prevent
the reader from
understanding the
poem.
• There is no Works
Cited page.

8
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 3
Mid-Unit 3 Assessment:
Best First Draft of “Inside Out” Poem

• Imagine that you are a refugee from this specific time and place in history. You, like Ha and the real refugees we have read
about, have been forced to flee your home country for your safety.
On your own, write an “inside out” free verse poem similar to Ha’s diary entries in the novel Inside Out & Back Again.
• For this poem, consider these questions:
• What hardships did you face in your country?
• Why did you decide to flee your country?
• What was it like for you after you fled?
• Where did you go?
• Where did you find help?
• Where did you settle?
• How was your life turned “inside out”?
Use the Details in the Poetry graphic organizer to help you plan and draft your poems.
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 3
“Back Again” Poem Graphic Organizer
(front side)

Name:

Date:

Directions:
1. Choose a scene for this poem to be set in.
2. Consider Ha’s experiences and what you learned about the adaptation/settling in process in Unit 2 from the “Refugee
Children in Canada” text to answer the questions in the first column. This poem is not research-based, so you are only
referring to Ha’s experiences and the informational text for inspiration.
3. Set the answers you have recorded in the first column in a scene in a story in the middle column using poetic language such as
figurative and descriptive language and purposeful word choice.
4. Justify why you have made those word/text choices based on how they affect the meaning and tone.

Remember that this “back again” poem will be a continuation of your “inside out” poem, so the narrator will be the same.
Scene:
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 2: LESSON 3
“Back Again” Poem Graphic Organizer
(back side)

Using strong word choice and
figurative and descriptive
language, write your ideas in
your own words:

Why these words? How will this
word choice affect the meaning
and tone of your poem?

What have you had to adapt to as you
settle into your new home?

What are you mourning from your old
life?

How is your identity changing?

How are you going “back again”?
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 4
End of Unit 3 Assessment:
Best First Draft of “Back Again” Poem
• Imagine that you are a refugee from this specific time and place in history. You, like Ha and the real refugees we have
read about, have been forced to flee your home country for your safety.
On your own, write a “back again” free verse poem similar to Ha’s diary entries in the novel Inside Out & Back Again.
For this poem, consider these questions:
• What adaptations have you made as you settle into your new home?
• What are you mourning from your old life?
• How is your identity changing?
• How are you coming “back again”?
Use the Details in the Poetry graphic organizer to help you plan and draft your poems.
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 4
Rows 1 and 3 of “Inside Out” and “Back Again” Poetry Rubric

Name:

Date:

Directions:
1. Read each column in the first row of the rubric.
2. Determine where you would score your poem and make a check mark in that box.
3. Justify your score by providing evidence from your poem on the lines underneath the rubric.
4. Repeat with the next row of the rubric.
Poem Rubric (based on the New York State Expository Writing Rubric)

Content and
Analysis

4

3

2

• clearly introduce a topic in
a manner that is
compelling and follows
logically from the task and
purpose:

• clearly introduce a
topic in a manner that
follows from the task
and purpose:

• introduce a topic in a
manner that follows
generally from the task
and purpose:

• introduce a topic in a
manner that does not
logically follow from
the task and purpose:

• “Back Again” poem:
The poem clearly
introduces how the
refugee has had to
adapt, what he/she
mourns and how
he/she has turned
‘back again’ in the
context of a scene.

• “Back Again” poem:
The poem introduces
how the refugee has
had to adapt, what
he/she mourns and
how he/she has turned
‘back again.’

• “Back Again” poem:
The poem does not
logically introduce how
the refugee has had to
adapt, what he/she
mourns and how
he/she has turned
‘back again.’

• “Back Again” poem: The
poem clearly introduces
how the refugee has had to
adapt, what he/she mourns
and how he/she has turned
‘back again’ in the context
of a compelling scene.
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0
• demonstrate a lack of
comprehension of the
text(s) or task:
• Both poems: The poem
demonstrates a lack of
comprehension of the
task.
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 4
Rows 1 and 3 of “Inside Out” and “Back Again” Poetry Rubric

Poem Rubric (based on the New York State Expository Writing Rubric)
4
Cohesion,
Organization, and
Style

• exhibit clear organization,
with the skillful use of
appropriate and varied
transitions to create a
unified whole and enhance
meaning:
• The organization creates a
unified poem that enhances
meaning.

3

2

• exhibit clear
organization, with the
use of appropriate
transitions to create a
unified whole:
• The poem has a
beginning, middle,
and end that connect
to each other to create
a unified poem.

1

• exhibit some attempt
at organization, with
inconsistent use of
transitions:
• The poem has a
beginning, middle,
and end, but there is
no clear connection
between sections.

• exhibit little attempt
at organization, or
attempts to organize
are irrelevant to the
task:
• The organization of
the poem does not
support the main
idea.

0
• exhibit no
evidence of
organization:
• The poem has
no evidence of
organization.

Content and
Analysis:

Cohesion,
Organization and
Style:
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 5
Using Strong Action Verbs

As writers, we often get stuck in particular patterns of writing, and one of these patterns is using the same verbs over and over
again. One way to solve this problem is by replacing your general verbs with strong action verbs.
This table reveals several examples of general verbs and the vivid verbs that you can use to replace them. Keep in mind that each
vivid verb has its own distinct meaning.

General Verb

Strong Action Verb

dislike

abhor, abominate, avoid, condemn, deplore, despise, detest, disapprove, hate, loathe,
resent, scorn, shun

eat

consume, devour, dine, feast upon, gobble, ingest

like/love

admire, adore, appreciate, cherish, be fond of, worship

run

dart, dash, jog, lope, scamper, scurry, sprint

say/said

address, critique, define, establish, evaluate, examine, formulate, identify, propose,
recommend, report, suggest, urge

walk

amble, hike, march, plod, saunter, stroll, stride, trek, trudge

work

employ, labor, toil, slave
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 5
Stars and Steps:
“Inside Out” Poem

Name:
Date:
“The poem clearly introduces who the refugee is, where he/she is fleeing from, why he/she has to flee, and how he/she has
turned ‘inside out’ in the context of a compelling scene.”
Star:

Step:

“Who the refugee is, where he/she is fleeing from, and why he/she has to flee is developed with well-chosen and concrete facts
from informational texts.”
Star:

Step:

Word Choice
Star:

Step:

Created by Expeditionary Learning, on behalf of Public Consulting Group, Inc.
© Public Consulting Group, Inc., with a perpetual license granted to
Expeditionary Learning Outward Bound, Inc.

16
NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum • G8:M1:U3:L5 • August 2013 •

2

GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 5
Peer Critique Guidelines

1.

Be kind: Always treat others with dignity and respect. This means we never use words that are hurtful,
including sarcasm.

2.

Be specific: Focus on particular strengths and weaknesses, rather than making general comments like “It’s
good” or “I like it.” Provide insight into why it is good or what, specifically, you like about it.

3.

Be helpful: The goal is to positively contribute to the individual or the group, not to simply be heard. Echoing
the thoughts of others or cleverly pointing out details that are irrelevant wastes time.

4.

Participate: Peer critique is a process to support each other, and your feedback is valued!
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 5
Stars and Steps:
“Back Again” Poem

Name:
Date:
“The poem clearly introduces who the refugee is, where he/she is fleeing from, why he/she has to flee, and how he/she has
turned ‘back again’ in the context of a compelling scene.”
Star:

Step:

“The poem has a beginning, middle, and end that connect to each other to create a unified poem.”
Star:

Step:

Word Choice
Star:

Step:
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 6
Poetry Share Task Card

1. Number yourselves 1 and 2.
2. Number 1 will share “inside out” and “back again” poems first.
3. While Number 1 is reading, Number 2 will be listening for the answers to these questions:
•

“Who is the refugee?”

•

“Where is he/she fleeing from?”

•

“Why?”

•

“How does he/she turn ‘inside out’?”

•

“How does he/she turn ‘back again’?”

4. When Number 1 has finished reading both poems, Number 2 tells number 1 the answers to the questions based on what
you have just heard.
5. Repeat with Number 2 reading poems.
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 6
Homework:
Inside Out & Back Again Review

Write a short review (no more than three paragraphs) of the novel Inside Out & Back Again for someone who is thinking about
reading it. Answer these questions in your review:
•

What is the book about?

•

What did you think of the book? Why?

•

How effective was the use of poetry in conveying this particular refugee experience?

•

Why do you think this author may have chosen to include both “inside out” and “back again” poems?

•

Would you recommend this book to someone? Why/why not?
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Learning Resources
CoSer 501
Educational Media

Equal Opportunity Notice
CA BOCES hereby advises students, parents, employees and the general public that it offers employment,
programs and educational opportunities, including vocational education opportunities, without regard to gender,
race, color, national origin, handicap or any other legally protected status. Inquiries regarding this nondiscrimination policy and grievance procedures may be directed to :
Human Resources Director, Cattaraugus-Allegany BOCES, 1825 Windfall Road, Olean, NY 14760; 716-3768237.

