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Model Position Paper
“Changing Our Water Ways”
Name:
Date:
Every day, Americans waste water in their homes without realizing it. All this wasted water adds up to
more than you might think. Since our world has a limited amount of freshwater, and only 1% of the
world’s water is drinkable (Darrow), it is important that we save every drop we can so that the world’s
water supply is sustainable. Some might say that the contribution of one person can’t make a
difference, but in a world where water is managed in a sustainable way, we all individually need to
contribute to the solution. Sustainability, after all, means to make sure that the world today has the
water it needs, while still making sure that the world of tomorrow will also have the water it needs.
Reforming our personal use of water is the quickest and easiest way to begin thinking sustainably
about water use. In addition, personal demand determines the amount of water we use in other places
in society, such as our companies and farms. In fact, if we all made some changes in our personal use
of water, we could save billions of gallons of water a day, which could help prevent a water crisis in the
future.
In order to save the earth’s freshwater, there are several steps we can take personally to use less water
every day, starting with flushing the toilet. Toilet flushing is an immediate, everyday solution for
sustainable water management that can be implemented quickly and easily, for huge water savings.
The average American flushes a toilet five times a day, which adds up to 5.7 billion gallons of water
that goes down the toilet every day (Fishman, 5). The problem with this is that the water we flush
down the toilet is actually safe drinking water. We can switch to using low-flow toilets, some of which
use air pressure to assist with the flushing and use only .8 gallons of water each flush (Nash). If
installing a new toilet seems too difficult, then we can just be mindful of the times we may flush the
toilet when it’s not necessary, such as when we dispose of something by using the toilet instead of the
trash, and break this habit. Indeed, it is better to take small steps toward water conservation than to
do nothing while we wait for larger water-using institutions in society to change their ways.
There are multiple other ways we can save water by making small, easy changes in our everyday
habits—many more than just relying on companies or farms to change their policies. As Charles
Fishman, author of The Big Thirst, advocates in his video about The Big Thirst, when doing the dishes,
we can save water if we do not run the faucet on full force or if we are sure to fully load the dishwasher
before running it. Showers also consume many gallons of water, and much of that is wasted.
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Model Position Paper
“Changing Our Water Ways”
According to The Daily Green, a guide to green living made by Good Housekeeping, “a typical shower
uses up to 25 gallons of the wet stuff, while each American uses an average of 100 gallons of water a
day total,” but low-flow shower heads could cut water use by 50 to 70% (Daily Green staff). Even if we
simply cut our daily showers by two minutes, we could save up to 150 gallons of water per month
(Davis).
Consider this also: Farms and companies respond only to consumer demand. If we get smarter about
what we personally demand in terms of goods and services, we will reduce the primary reason to
spend water on producing those goods and services. For example, According to Charles Fishman,
large amounts of water are used to run our electronic devices and provide us with the goods we use,
such as clothing and food. It takes 250 gallons of water a day to run our computers, refrigerators, and
TVs. By turning off appliances and lights—or not buying some of them—we can save up to 10 gallons
of water every hour. Another example is clothing. According to the Indian Textile Journal, the textile
industry creates more wastewater than any other industry and “the EPA claims that it takes 2,900
gallons of water to produce one pair of jeans. Most of the water is used in the ‘wet processing’ and
dyeing of materials” (Leader). On the individual level, we could think about this more and purchase
fewer pairs of jeans over the years, which might not be that difficult but could make a massive
difference.
We could save a surprising amount of water if everyone followed the suggestions outlined above. By
making small changes in our water use habits at home with toilets, showers, and swimming pools,
unplugging electronics, and being careful consumers, we could be the primary reason for preventing a
water shortage. With all of these benefits, we could keep our water supply sustainable for the world
now, and for future generations.
Works Cited
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2013.
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Getting the Gist of the Model Position Paper
Name:
Date:
Use this Main Idea/Claim note-catcher to get the gist when you read the model position paper.
Remember that the main idea and the details are often not just a single sentence of the text; rather,
they may involve multiple sentences.
Main Idea/Claim:

Reason:

Evidence/Reasoning:

Reason:

Evidence/Reasoning:

Reason:

Evidence/Reasoning:

Reason:

Evidence/Reasoning:
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Sustainable Water Management
Position Paper Planner
Name:
Date:
Focus Question: Which category of water management would be a good place to begin to make the
way we manage water more sustainable?
Purpose of Position Paper: To craft a logical, well-supported argument in favor of one good place
to begin changing our water management to become more sustainable
I. Introduction
A. Hook to capture
the reader’s interest
and attention

B. Define the issue of
water management
in terms of
sustainability

C. Claim
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Sustainable Water Management
Position Paper Planner
II. Body Paragraph 1
First reason to
support your claim
Topic sentence
Evidence/Reasoning 1
Analysis of
Evidence/Reasoning 1
Evidence/Reasoning 2
Analysis of
Evidence/Reasoning 2
Evidence/Reasoning 3
Analysis of
Evidence/Reasoning 3

Concluding sentence
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Sustainable Water Management
Position Paper Planner
III. Body Paragraph 1
Second reason to
support your claim
Topic sentence
Evidence/Reasoning 1
Analysis of
Evidence/Reasoning 1
Evidence/Reasoning 2
Analysis of
Evidence/Reasoning 2
Evidence/Reasoning 3
Analysis of
Evidence/Reasoning 3

Concluding sentence
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Sustainable Water Management
Position Paper Planner
IV. Body Paragraph 1
Third reason to
support your claim
Topic sentence
Evidence/Reasoning 1
Analysis of
Evidence/Reasoning 1
Evidence/Reasoning 2
Analysis of
Evidence/Reasoning 2
Evidence/Reasoning 3
Analysis of
Evidence/Reasoning 3

Concluding sentence
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Sustainable Water Management
Position Paper Planner
V. Conclusion
Restate claim and its
connection to
sustainability

Summarize reasons

Explain why your view
is worth consideration
by the reader
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Sustainable Water Management
Position Paper Planner
VI. Counterclaim

What counterclaim(s)
will you use in your
essay?

Where in your essay
will you acknowledge
the counterclaim(s)?
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Sustainable Water Management
Position Paper Planner
Where would I like peer feedback on this planner?
1)

2)
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NYS Grades 6–8 Expository Writing Evaluation Rubric
(Position Paper Argument Version)
Criteria

CCLS

4

3

2

1

0

CLAIM AND
REASONS:
the extent to which
the essay conveys
complex ideas and
information clearly
and accurately in
order to logically
support the author’s
argument.

W.2
R.1-9

—clearly introduce the
topic and the claim in
a manner that is
compelling and
follows logically from
the task and purpose

— clearly introduce the
topic and the claim in a
manner that follows from
the task and purpose

— introduce the topic
and the claim in a
manner that follows
generally from the
task and purpose

— introduce the topic
and the claim in a
manner that does not
logically follow from
the task and purpose

— claim and reasons
demonstrate a lack of
comprehension of the
topic or task

— claim and reasons
demonstrate a literal
comprehension of the
topic

— claim and reasons
demonstrate little
understanding of the
topic

—acknowledges
counterclaim(s)
awkwardly

—does not
acknowledge
counterclaim(s)

—claim and reasons
demonstrate insightful
analysis of the topic
—acknowledges
counterclaim(s)
skillfully and smoothly

— claim and reasons
demonstrate gradeappropriate analysis of
the topic

—acknowledges
counterclaim(s)
appropriately and clearly

11

NYS Grades 6–8 Expository Writing Evaluation Rubric
(Position Paper Argument Version)
Criteria

CCLS

4

3

2

1

0

COMMAND OF
EVIDENCE:
the extent to which
the essay presents
evidence from the
provided texts to
support argument

W.9
R.1-9

—develop the argument
with relevant, wellchosen facts,
definitions, concrete
details, quotations, or
other information and
examples from the
research text(s)

—develop the argument
with relevant facts,
definitions, details,
quotations, or other
information and
examples from the
research text(s)

—partially develop
the argument of the
essay with the use of
some textual
evidence, some of
which may be
irrelevant

—demonstrate an
attempt to use
evidence, but only
develop ideas with
minimal, occasional
evidence which is
generally invalid or
irrelevant

—provide no evidence
or provide evidence
that is completely
irrelevant

—sustain the use of
relevant evidence, with
some lack of variety

—use relevant
evidence
inconsistently

—logically explain how
evidence supports ideas

—sometimes logically
explain how evidence
supports ideas

—sustain the use of
varied, relevant
evidence
—skillfully and logically
explain how evidence
supports ideas
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—attempt to explain
how evidence supports
ideas

—does not explain
how evidence supports
ideas

NYS Grades 6–8 Expository Writing Evaluation Rubric
(Position Paper Argument Version)
Criteria

CCLS

4

3

2

1

0

COHERENCE,
ORGANIZATION,
AND STYLE:
the extent to which
the essay logically
organizes complex
ideas, concepts, and
information using
formal style and
precise language

W.2
L3.
L.6

—exhibit clear
organization, with the
skillful use of
appropriate and varied
transitions to create a
unified whole and
enhance meaning

—exhibit clear
organization, with the use
of appropriate transitions
to create a unified whole

—exhibit some
attempt at
organization, with
inconsistent use of
transitions

—exhibit little attempt
at organization, or
attempts to organize
are irrelevant to the
task

—exhibit no evidence
of organization

—establish but fail to
maintain a formal
style, with
inconsistent use of
language and
domain-specific
vocabulary

—lack a formal style,
using language that is
imprecise or
inappropriate for the
topic and task

—establish and
maintain a formal style,
using gradeappropriate,
stylistically
sophisticated language
and domain-specific
vocabulary with a
notable sense of voice

—establish and maintain
a formal style using
precise language and
domain-specific
vocabulary
—provide a concluding
statement or section that
follows from the claim
and reasons presented

—provide a concluding
statement or section
that is compelling and
follows clearly from the
claim and reasons
presented
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—provide a
concluding statement
or section that
follows generally the
claim and reasons
presented

—provide a concluding
statement or section
that is illogical or
unrelated to the claim
and reasons presented

—use language that is
predominantly
incoherent or copied
directly from the
research text(s)
—do not provide a
concluding statement
or section

NYS Grades 6–8 Expository Writing Evaluation Rubric
(Position Paper Argument Version)
Criteria

CCLS

4

3

2

1

0

CONTROL OF
CONVENTIONS:
the extent to which
the essay
demonstrates
command of the
conventions of
standard English
grammar, usage,
capitalization,
punctuation, and
spelling

W.2
L.1
L.2

—demonstrate gradeappropriate command
of conventions, with
few errors

—demonstrate gradeappropriate command of
conventions, with
occasional errors that do
not hinder
comprehension

—demonstrate
emerging command
of conventions, with
some errors that may
hinder
comprehension

—demonstrate a lack
of command of
conventions, with
frequent errors that
hinder comprehension

—are minimal, making
assessment of
conventions unreliable
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Writing Improvement Tracker
Name:
Date:
Strategies to Improve Writing
•

Revise my writing (or my planning)
multiple times

•

Ask myself, “Does this make sense?”

•

Look at other models

•

Read the necessary texts closely

•

Read other people’s work

•

Talk through my ideas with an adult

•

Ask questions when I have them

•

Use quote sandwiches

•

Take a break and reread with fresh eyes

•

Have another student write the gist of my
paragraphs and make sure they match
what I thought they were

Essay from Module 1
Directions: Look at the first two rows of the New York State Expository Writing Rubric.
1. What did I do well in my essay?

2. What do I need to improve?

3. What is my goal for the next module for those areas? (Be specific: “I will do better” is too general.)

15

Writing Improvement Tracker
4. Look at the list of strategies at the top of this tracker. What one or two strategies will I use to meet
my goal in the next module?

Essay from Module 2
Directions: Look at the first two rows of the Argument Essay Rubric.
1. What did I do well in my essay?

2. What do I need to improve?

3. What is my goal for the next module for those areas? (Be specific: “I will do better” is too general.)

4. Look at the list of strategies at the top of this tracker. What one or two strategies will I use to meet
my goal in the next module?
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Writing Improvement Tracker
Essay from Module 3
Look at the first two rows of the New York State Expository Writing Rubric.
1. What did I do well in my essay?

2. What do I need to improve?

3. What is my goal for the next module for those areas? (Be specific: “I will do better” is too general.)

4. Look at the list of strategies at the top of this tracker. What one or two strategies will I use to meet
my goal in the next module?
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Writing Improvement Tracker
Position Paper from Module 4
Directions: Look at the first two rows of Argument Writing Rubric.
1. What did I do well in my essay?

2. What in my writing improved this year?

3. What strategy helped me the most?

4. What improvement am I most proud of?
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Exit Ticket
Name:
Date:
What Will Be the Most Difficult Aspect of Writing This Paper?
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Entry Task
(Relationship between Reading, Research, and Writing)
Name:
Date:
1. How did your reading in Unit 1 of The Big Thirst by Robert Fishman help guide your research in
Unit 2?

2. How do you think your research in Unit 2 will help you write your position paper in Unit 3?
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Steps to Writing a Position Paper
Prewriting
The thinking before writing
Understand your purpose, audience, and format.
Study the issue using available resources.
Record evidence from credible sources.
Planning
Organizing ideas before writing
Create a pre-writing plan.
Write claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
Decide what domain-specific vocabulary you might use.
Drafting
Write your ideas in sentences and paragraphs
Follow your pre-writing plan.
Write your first draft of your paper.
Make sure you are analyzing your evidence, explaining your thinking about how it develops your
reason and claim.
Revising
Improve your ideas
Add a hook, transition words, domain-specific vocabulary.
Change the order of your claims.
Add, change, clarify, and delete evidence.
Check for sound reasoning as you explain your evidence, and how it develops your reason and claim.
Conventions
Focus on editing and proofreading
Check for errors in grammar, spelling, and capitalization.
Sharing
Present your work
Show your work to an audience
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Learning Target Cards

I can improve my writing through prewriting and planning
my position paper.

I can write arguments to support claims with clear reasons
and relevant evidence/reasoning in my position paper.

I can discuss new vocabulary that will go into my position
paper.

I can write a clear, concise position paper appropriate for the
task, purpose, and audience.
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Exit Ticket: What Domain-Specific Words
Will You Include in Your Position Paper?
Name:
Date:

1.

sustainable or sustainability

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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Exit Ticket:
Where Are We in Steps to Writing a Position Paper?
Name:
Date:

Step

Completed, In Progress,
Not Yet

What Have You Done?

Prewriting

Planning

Drafting

Revising

Conventions

Sharing
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Sustainable Water Management Peer Feedback Form
Name:
Date:
Peer Feedback Form for __________________________
Below, briefly fill in the graphic organizer according to what you hear your partner read.
Claim:

Reason:

Reason:

Reason:

Evidence:

Evidence:

Evidence:

Now answer these questions, using the guidelines on display. The guidelines are also listed on the
back of this form.
Was the claim
clear?

YES / NO

Explain your “yes” or “no”
answer here.
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Do you have any questions to
ask the reader about the claim?

Sustainable Water Management Peer Feedback Form
Was there enough
evidence to
support the
claim?

YES / NO

Explain your “yes” or “no”
answer here.
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Do you have any questions to
ask the reader about the
evidence?

Sustainable Water Management Peer Feedback Form
Did the evidence
support the claim
with sound
reasoning?

Is there anything
else you wish to
discuss with the
reader?

Peer Question 1:

Peer Question 2:

YES / NO

Explain your “yes” or “no”
answer here.

Do you have any questions to
ask the reader about reasoning?

YES / NO

Explain your “yes” or
“no”answer here.

Do you have any questions to
ask the reader about this?

Explain your answer here,
using details from the
reader’s paragraph.

Do you have any questions to
ask the reader about this?

Explain your answer here.

Do you have any questions to
ask the reader about this?

YES / NO
(if
applicable)

YES / NO
(if
applicable)
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Peer Feedback Guidelines
Be …

Try …

Instead of …

Honest.

I didn’t hear any supporting evidence,
but your claim was very clear.

This was absolutely perfect. Don’t
change a thing.

Helpful.

I didn’t hear any evidence from the
Fishman book. Did you make that
decision on purpose?

Your evidence is terrible.

I didn’t understand how talking about
birthday parties supports your claim.

Great job!
Good!
This was confusing.
This wasn’t good.

Specific.
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Peer Feedback Protocol
1. The presenting student briefly summarizes her paper using the planner, being sure to note explicitly
her claim and her evidence. Peers fill out the graphic organizer accordingly. (2 minutes)
2. Peers silently reflect and answer the questions on their feedback form. (3 minutes)
3. Peers discuss their reflections and thoughts with the student. The presenting student is not allowed
to respond or answer questions at this point, only listen. (4 minutes)
4. The presenting student now responds orally to feedback, clarifying any points of interest or
answering questions.
(1 minute)
5. Peers give their feedback forms to the presenting student.
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MLA Citation Reference Sheet:
Works Cited Page
Remember to include all punctuation!
Book:
Author Last Name, First Name.

King, Cookie.

Book Title.

Chocolate Chip Cookies Forever.

City of publication:

Rochester:

Publisher’s name,

Cookies Digest,

year of publication.

2013.

The full citation:
King, Cookie. Chocolate Chip Cookies Forever. Rochester: Cookies Digest, 2013.
Magazine:
Author Last Name, First Name.

Monster, Cookie.

“Article Title.”

“Chocolate Chip Cookies: My Favorite.”

Magazine Name

Cookies Illustrated

day Month year:

2 July 2013:

page number(s).

5-64.
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MLA Citation Reference Sheet:
Works Cited Page
The full citation:
Monster, Cookie. “Chocolate Chip Cookies: My Favorite.” Cookies Illustrated 2 July 2013: 5-64.
Website:
Author Last Name, First Name (if
known).

King, Cookie.

“Publication Title.”

“Chips or Morsels? A Debate.”

Title of Web Site.

Cookies Galore.

day Month year of publication (or
last update).

5 May 2012.

Name of Sponsoring Institution.

Cookie Institute of America.

Day/month/ year of access

31 July 2013

<URL>.

<http://CIA.org/cookiesillustrated/5012013>.

The full citation:
King, Cookie. “Chips or Morsels? A Debate.” Cookies Galore. 5 May 2012. Cookie Institute of America.
31 July 2013 <http://CIA.org/debate/2013>.
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MLA Citation Reference Sheet:
Works Cited Page
Article from an Online Database:
Author Last Name, First Name.

King, Cookie.

“Article Title.”

“Chocolate Chip Cookies: My Favorite.”

Periodical Title volume.issue (year
of publication):

Cookies Illustrated 50.1 (2013):

page(s).

5-64.

Name of Database.

Docutech Database.

day Month year of access.

31 July 2013.

<URL>.

<http://docutech.org/cookiesillustrated/5012013>.

The full citation:
King, Cookie. “Chocolate Chip Cookies: My Favorite.” Cookies Illustrated 50.1 (2013): 5-64. Docutech
Database. 31 July 013. http://SS.org/cookiesillustrated/5012013
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MLA Citation Reference Sheet:
Four Rules
Rule

Example

Provide the last name of the author and the
specific page numbers of the source in
parentheses.

Water is beyond precious (Fishman, 24).

If the author’s name or the pages numbers are
already given in the body of the sentence, don’t
put them in the parentheses.

Fishman tells the story of the Caribbean Cruise
Company (122).
On page 1, Fishman begins with an anecdote.

Place the parentheses where there is a pause in
the sentence—normally before the end of a
sentence or a comma.

Although Fishman is a journalist (56), he also
writes narrative nonfiction (57).

If you don’t know the name of the author, or
there isn’t one, use a short version of the name of
your source. Italicize a book name. Put an article
title in quotes.

Water is life (Water’s Many Uses, 43).
Water is life (“Sing the Song of Water,” 72).
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Now You Try It
Remember our Cookie King books and articles on the previous page? Practice citing them below.
These are trickier than they look, so pay attention!
Fill in the parentheses correctly for the Cookie King book, page 15.
1. Chocolate chip cookies are prone to melting (___________).
2. However, King states that storing the cookies in the refrigerator can solve the problem
(________).
3. On page 15, Cookie King demonstrates the power of joining milk with cookies (_______).
Now fill in the parentheses correctly for the Cookie King magazine article, page 12.
4. On page 12, King indicates that oatmeal cookies might be a good choice (_________).
5. On the other hand, King has a clear preference for chocolate-based cookies (________).
6. Cookies also come in handy when distracting alligators (___________).
For this last practice item, pretend that you do not know the author of the Cookie King magazine
article. How would you fill in the parentheses?
7. The article states that chocolate chip cookies are far superior to butterscotch (____________).
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Now You Try It
Last question:
MLA parentheses citation is often called the easiest form of citation that exists, and has been adopted
by thousands of colleges and schools as their official format. Why do you think this is?
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MLA Book Citation Scramble
Directions: In this packet, you will find all the parts of an accurate MLA book citation. Place them in
the correct order on your desk. Hint: Watch the punctuation carefully!

:

George

New York

,

.

Dover Publications

.

2013

Pygmalion

.

,

Shaw
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Mid-Unit 3 Assessment
(Position Paper Prompt)
Learning Targets:
I can cite several pieces of text-based evidence to support an analysis of informational text. (RI.7.1)
I can write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. (W.7.1)
a. I can introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and
evidence logically.
b. I can support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible
sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.
c. I can provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented.
d. I can produce clear and coherent writing that is appropriate to task, purpose and audience. (W.7.4)
Directions: Writer your best first draft of your position paper. You may use all of your texts,
resources, and planning documents.
“After researching strategies to improve agricultural and industrial water management, write a
position paper that addresses the question: Which category of water management would be a good
place to begin? Make a proposal, supporting your reasoning with accurate information and logical
reasons”
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NYS Grades 6–8 Expository Writing Evaluation Rubric
(Position Paper Argument Version)
Criteria

CCLS

4

3

2

1

0

CLAIM AND
REASONS:
the extent to which
the essay conveys
complex ideas and
information clearly
and accurately in
order to logically
support the author’s
argument.

W.2
R.1-9

—clearly introduce
the topic and the
claim in a manner
that is compelling
and follows logically
from the task and
purpose

— clearly introduce
the topic and the
claim in a manner
that follows from the
task and purpose

— introduce the topic
and the claim in a
manner that follows
generally from the
task and purpose

— introduce the topic
and the claim in a
manner that does not
logically follow from
the task and purpose

— claim and reasons
demonstrate a lack of
comprehension of the
topic or task

— claim and reasons
demonstrate gradeappropriate analysis
of the topic

— claim and reasons
demonstrate a literal
comprehension of the
topic

— claim and reasons
demonstrate little
understanding of the
topic

—acknowledges
counterclaim(s)
awkwardly

—does not
acknowledge
counterclaim(s)

—claim and reasons
demonstrate
insightful analysis of
the topic
—acknowledges
counterclaim(s)
skillfully and
smoothly

—acknowledges
counterclaim(s)
appropriately and
clearly
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NYS Grades 6–8 Expository Writing Evaluation Rubric
(Position Paper Argument Version)
Criteria

CCLS

4

3

2

1

0

COMMAND OF
EVIDENCE:
the extent to which
the essay presents
evidence from the
provided texts to
support argument

W.9
R.1-9

—develop the
argument with
relevant, well-chosen
facts, definitions,
concrete details,
quotations, or other
information and
examples from the
research text(s)

—develop the
argument with
relevant facts,
definitions, details,
quotations, or other
information and
examples from the
research text(s)

—partially develop
the argument of the
essay with the use of
some textual
evidence, some of
which may be
irrelevant

—demonstrate an
attempt to use
evidence, but only
develop ideas with
minimal, occasional
evidence which is
generally invalid or
irrelevant

—provide no
evidence or provide
evidence that is
completely irrelevant

—sustain the use of
varied, relevant
evidence
—skillfully and
logically explain how
evidence supports
ideas

—sustain the use of
relevant evidence,
with some lack of
variety
—logically explain
how evidence
supports ideas
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—use relevant
evidence
inconsistently
—sometimes logically
explain how evidence
supports ideas

—attempt to explain
how evidence
supports ideas

—does not explain
how evidence
supports ideas

NYS Grades 6–8 Expository Writing Evaluation Rubric
(Position Paper Argument Version)
Criteria

CCLS

4

3

2

1

0

COHERENCE,
ORGANIZATION,
AND STYLE:
the extent to which
the essay logically
organizes complex
ideas, concepts, and
information using
formal style and
precise language

W.2
L3.
L.6

—exhibit clear
organization, with
the skillful use of
appropriate and
varied transitions to
create a unified
whole and enhance
meaning

—exhibit clear
organization, with
the use of
appropriate
transitions to create a
unified whole

—exhibit some
attempt at
organization, with
inconsistent use of
transitions

—exhibit little
attempt at
organization, or
attempts to organize
are irrelevant to the
task

—exhibit no evidence
of organization

—establish and
maintain a formal
style, using gradeappropriate,
stylistically
sophisticated
language and
domain-specific
vocabulary with a
notable sense of voice

—establish and
maintain a formal
style using precise
language and
domain-specific
vocabulary

—establish but fail to
maintain a formal
style, with
inconsistent use of
language and
domain-specific
vocabulary

—provide a
concluding statement
or section that
follows from the
claim and reasons
presented

—provide a
concluding statement
or section that
follows generally the
claim and reasons
presented

—provide a
concluding statement
or section that is
compelling and
follows clearly from
the claim and reasons
presented
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—lack a formal style,
using language that is
imprecise or
inappropriate for the
topic and task
—provide a
concluding statement
or section that is
illogical or unrelated
to the claim and
reasons presented

—use language that is
predominantly
incoherent or copied
directly from the
research text(s)
—do not provide a
concluding statement
or section

NYS Grades 6–8 Expository Writing Evaluation Rubric
(Position Paper Argument Version)
Criteria

CCLS

4

3

2

1

0

CONTROL OF
CONVENTIONS:
the extent to which
the essay
demonstrates
command of the
conventions of
standard English
grammar, usage,
capitalization,
punctuation, and
spelling

W.2
L.1
L.2

—demonstrate gradeappropriate
command of
conventions, with few
errors

—demonstrate gradeappropriate
command of
conventions, with
occasional errors that
do not hinder
comprehension

—demonstrate
emerging command
of conventions, with
some errors that may
hinder
comprehension

—demonstrate a lack
of command of
conventions, with
frequent errors that
hinder
comprehension

—are minimal,
making assessment
of conventions
unreliable
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Independent Reading Cheat Sheet Planner
Name:
Date:

Title of My Book:
Author:

Number of Pages

Genre:

I would rate this book on a scale of 1 to 10 at a __________ because …

The conflict in my book is …

I connected to my book the most strongly through ….
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Independent Reading Cheat Sheet Planner
One of the best quotes from this book was ….

Below, I’ve drafted a picture of one of the most interesting moments in my book:
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Entry Task
Name:
Date:
When something is evaluative, what does that mean? Write your answer below.
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Independent Reading Cheat Sheet:
Final Copy
Name:
Date:

Title of My Book:
Author:

Number of Pages

Genre:

I would rate this book on a scale of 1 to 10
at a ______ because …

The conflict in my book is …

I connected to my book the most strongly
through …

One of the best quotes from this book
was …
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Independent Reading Cheat Sheet:
Final Copy
Below, I’ve drawn a picture of one of the most interesting moments in my book:
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Cheat Sheet Interest List:
Name:
Date:

Book Title

Author
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End of Unit 3 Assessment, Part 1:
Position Paper Prompt
Learning Targets:
•
I can cite several pieces of text-based evidence to support an analysis of informational text. (RI.7.1)
•
I can write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. (W.7.1)
a. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from
one time frame or setting to another.
b. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the
action and convey experiences and events.
•
I can produce clear and coherent writing that is appropriate to task, purpose and audience. (W.7.4)
•
With support from peers and adults, I can use a writing process to ensure that purpose and
audience have been addressed. (W.7.5)
•
I can accurately use seventh grade academic vocabulary to express my ideas. (L.7.6)
Directions: Write your final draft of your position paper. You may use all of your texts,
resources, planning documents, and your mid-unit 3 assessment (first draft) with
teacher feedback. You will have several days to complete this final draft.
“After researching strategies to improve agricultural and industrial water management, write a
position paper that addresses the question: Which category of water management would be a good
place to begin? Make a proposal, supporting your reasoning with accurate information and logical
reasons”
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Performance Task Description:
Visual Representation of Your Position Paper
Your task is to create a visual representation of your argument from your position paper. To do so,
you will use your claim and at least three of your key reasons and pieces of evidence. You will then
select images that represent your key pieces of evidence and organize them on a page or poster, using
either paper and markers or a computer.
You will share your performance task with the rest of the class in a classroom Gallery Walk.
See the next page for a sample.
Use the rest of this page for your planning.
My Claim:

My Reasons:

My Evidence:

Possible Images:

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Performance Task Sample:
Visual Representation of Your Position Paper
WE SHOULD BEGIN BY ADDRESSING AGRICULTURAL
WATER USE FIRST BECAUSE …

Thirsty crops in the desert use too
much water

The Colorado River doesn’t run to the
sea anymore because so much of its
water is needed for irrigation of crops.

*from flickr.com

*from Wikimedia Commons

Third reason…

Fourth reason…

(picture to represent)

(picture to represent)

*open source image citation

*open source image citation

Creative Commons 2.0 Photo by Crane Station

"DRIED-UP RIVER BED, 05/1972." DRIED-UP RIVER BED, 05/1972.
Web. http://research.archives.gov/description/544751. Public Domain
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Performance Task Template
Name:
Date:

CLAIM:
Evidence 1

Evidence 2

(Picture to represent evidence)

(Picture to represent evidence)

*citation for image

*citation for image

Evidence 3

Evidence 4

(Picture to represent evidence)

(Picture to represent evidence)

*citation for image

*citation for image
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End of Unit 3 Assessment Part 2:
Reflection on Writing Process
Learning Target: With support from peers and adults, I can use a writing process to ensure that
purpose and audience have been addressed. (W.7.5)

Directions: For this assessment, you will analyze the process you used to write your position paper.
Think about what steps you took to plan and revise your writing. Document the steps below and
explain in the spaces provided how those steps helped strengthen your writing. Give specific examples
(using quotations or references to particular lines) from your essay. Then answer the short answer
questions at the end.
Part 1: Fill in the table below:
Steps

How did this step strengthen
your argument?

What evidence from your writing
shows this?

Planning:
Using
Position
Paper
Planner,
Outlining,
and
Organizing

How did using your Position Paper
Planner help strengthen your
writing?

Give an example from your essay here:
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End of Unit 3 Assessment Part 2:
Reflection on Writing Process
Steps

How did this step strengthen
your argument?

What evidence from your writing
shows this?

Planning:
Using Position
Paper Planner,
Outlining, and
Organizing

How did using your Position
Paper Planner help strengthen
your writing?

Give an example from your essay here:

Revising

How did peer feedback help you
revise?

Give an example from your essay here:

How did teacher feedback help
you revise?

Give an example from your essay here:

How did examining your own
work help you revise?

Give an example from your essay here:

How did focusing on the first two Give an example from your essay here:
rows of the rubric help you revise?
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End of Unit 3 Assessment Part 2:
Reflection on Writing Process
Steps

How did this step strengthen
your argument?

What evidence from your writing
shows this?

How did focusing on the last two
Give an example from your essay here:
rows of the rubric help you revise?

Editing

How did editing help you to create
a piece of high-quality work?
Give an example from your essay here:

Part 2: Short Answer:
The purpose of this paper was to write arguments to support claims with clear, logical reasoning and
relevant evidence. Give one example of how you addressed this purpose well:
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End of Unit 3 Assessment Part 2:
Reflection on Writing Process
How did addressing the purpose strengthen your writing?
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End of Unit 3 Assessment Part 2:
Reflection on Writing Process
How did you create a formal, academic style in this paper in order for it to be appropriate for your
audience (in this case, your peers, your teacher, and anyone else interested in this topic of water
sustainability)?
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Learning Resources
CoSer 501
Educational Media

Equal Opportunity Notice
CA BOCES hereby advises students, parents, employees and the general public that it offers employment,
programs and educational opportunities, including vocational education opportunities, without regard to gender,
race, color, national origin, handicap or any other legally protected status. Inquiries regarding this nondiscrimination policy and grievance procedures may be directed to :
Human Resources Director, Cattaraugus-Allegany BOCES, 1825 Windfall Road, Olean, NY 14760; 716-3768237.

