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Credibility Checklist
Name:
Date:
(Five copies per student; for research folder)
Source
Information

Most Credible

Fairly Credible

Least Credible

Author

Expert in the field

Educated on topic

Little or no
information about
author

Date

Recently published or
revised

Outdated

No date listed

Source Type

Official Web sites,
institutional sites,
academic journals,
reputable news sources

Published material

Unfamiliar Web sites

Publisher

Publisher’s relationship
to the topic is balanced
or neutral

Publisher is sponsored
by a trusted source

Clearly biased or
favoring a position for
a purpose
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Assessing Sources
Name:
Date:
(five copies per student; for research folder)
When you find a text you might use for research, assess it first by asking these questions.
1. Assess the Text’s Accessibility
 Am I able to read and comprehend the text easily?
 Do I have adequate background knowledge to understand the terminology, information, and
ideas in the text?
2. Assess the Text’s Credibility
 Is the author an expert on the topic?
 Is the purpose to inform?
 Is the purpose to persuade?
 Is the purpose to sell?
 Is the tone convincing?
 Does the text have specific facts and details to support the ideas?
3. Assess the Text’s Relevance
 Does the text have information that helps me answer my research question? Is it information
that I don’t have already?
 How does the information in the text relate to other sources I have found?

Informed by “Assessing Sources,” designed by Odell Education
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Rachel Carson
“Sounding the Alarm on Pollution”

Expeditionary Learning is seeking permission for this material. We will post an updated version of
the lesson once permission is granted.
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Rachel Carson: Environmentalist and Writer
(for research folder)
Wilmore, Kathy. “Rachel Carson: Environmentalist and Writer.” Scholastic Junior Magazine. 2013.
<http://www.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=4964>.

Expeditionary Learning is seeking permission for this material. We will post an updated version of
the lesson once permission is granted.
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Malaria Carrying Mosquito Crash Lands Due to His Insecticide
(for research folder)
Allie, Adam. “Malaria Carrying Mosquito Crash Lands Due to His Insecticide.” ScienceHeroes.com.
www.scienceheroes.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=71:muellerddt&catid=55:paul-muller&Itemid.

Expeditionary Learning is seeking permission for this material. We will post an updated version of
the lesson once permission is granted.
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How DDT Harmed Hawks and Eagles (excerpt)
(for research folder)
Valo, Gil. “How DDT Harmed Hawks and Eagles.” Helium.com. 26 July 2007.
<http://www.helium.com/items/2203587-how-ddt-harmed-hawks-and-eagles>.
Expeditionary Learning is seeking permission for this material. We will post an updated version of
the lesson once permission is granted.
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Biological Energy—Here, Let Me Fix It!
or … The Effects of Humans on a Specific Food Web
(for research folder)
“Biological Energy—Here, Let Me Fix It!” The Utah Education Network.
<http://www.uen.org/core/science/sciber/sciber8/stand-2/humanimp.shtml>.

Expeditionary Learning is seeking permission for this material. We will post an updated version of
the lesson once permission is granted.
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A New Home for DDT (excerpt)

Roberts, Donald. “A New Home for DDT.” The New York Times. 20 Aug. 2007.
<http://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/20/opinion/20roberts.html?_r=0>.

Expeditionary Learning is seeking permission for this material. We will post an updated version of
the lesson once permission is granted.

8

DDT Use Should be Last Resort in Malaria-Plagued Areas, Scientists Say (excerpts)

Cone, Marla. “DDT use should be last resort in malaria-plagued areas, scientists say.” Environmental
Health News. 4 May 2009. www.environmentalhealthnews.org/ehs/news/ddt-only-as-last-resort.

Expeditionary Learning is seeking permission for this material. We will post an updated version of
the lesson once permission is granted.
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Researcher’s Notebook
Name:
Date:

Research Question: Do the benefits of DDT outweigh its harmful consequences?
To plan for your research, think, talk, and write about the following questions:
1. What is a benefit?

2.

What is a harmful consequence?

3.

What important benefits of DDT do you already know about?

4.

What important harmful consequences of DDT do you already know about?

5.

What do you still wonder about DDT?

In this section, write a short, well-written paragraph describing the purpose for your research:
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Researcher’s Notebook
Name:
Date:
Research Question: Do the benefits of DDT outweigh its harmful consequences?
Source Information

Claims/Central Ideas
(Paraphrase the Benefits or
Harmful Consequences)

Details/Evidence

Source 1:
Source Title:
Author:
Date:
Source Type (newspaper
article, book, Web site, video,
etc.):
Credible? Yes / No
(Use your Credibility Checklist
to guide you.)
Does this source help you refocus or refine your research question in any way? How?

What are new questions you would like answered before making your claim about DDT?
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Researcher’s Notebook
Name:
Date:
Research Question: Do the benefits of DDT outweigh its harmful consequences?
Source Information

Claims/Central Ideas
(Paraphrase the Benefits or
Harmful Consequences)

Details/Evidence

Source 2:
Source Title:
Author:
Date:
Source Type (newspaper
article, book, Web site, video,
etc.):
Credible? Yes / No
(Use your Credibility Checklist
to guide you.)
Does this source help you refocus or refine your research question in any way? How?

What are new questions you would like answered before making your claim about DDT?
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Researcher’s Notebook
Name:
Date:
Research Question: Do the benefits of DDT outweigh its harmful consequences?
Source Information

Claims/Central Ideas
(Paraphrase the Benefits or
Harmful Consequences)

Details/Evidence

Source 3:
Source Title:
Author:
Date:
Source Type (newspaper
article, book, Web site, video,
etc.):
Credible? Yes / No
(Use your Credibility Checklist
to guide you.)
Does this source help you refocus or refine your research question in any way? How?

What are new questions you would like answered before making your claim about DDT?
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Researcher’s Notebook
Name:
Date:
Research Question: Do the benefits of DDT outweigh its harmful consequences?
Source Information

Claims/Central Ideas
(Paraphrase the Benefits or
Harmful Consequences)

Details/Evidence

Source 4:
Source Title:
Author:
Date:
Source Type (newspaper
article, book, Web site, video,
etc.):
Credible? Yes / No
(Use your Credibility Checklist
to guide you.)
Does this source help you refocus or refine your research question in any way? How?

What are new questions you would like answered before making your claim about DDT?
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Researcher’s Notebook
Name:
Date:
Research Question: Do the benefits of DDT outweigh its harmful consequences?
Source Information

Claims/Central Ideas
(Paraphrase the Benefits or
Harmful Consequences)

Details/Evidence

Source 5:
Source Title:
Author:
Date:
Source Type (newspaper
article, book, Web site, video,
etc.):
Credible? Yes / No
(Use your Credibility Checklist
to guide you.)
Does this source help you refocus or refine your research question in any way? How?

What are new questions you would like answered before making your claim about DDT?
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Exit Ticket: “Rachel Carson: Environmentalist and Writer,”
Paraphrasing an Excerpt from the Text
Name:
Date:
Paraphrase the quote from “Rachel Carson: Environmentalist and Writer.”
“Anything but Silence”
The reaction to Carson’s book was anything but silence. It caused such an uproar that a New York
Times headline declared: SILENT SPRING IS NOW NOISY SUMMER.
Chemical manufacturers were furious with Carson. They ran ads telling Americans to ignore Silent
Spring. They questioned Carson’s abilities as a scientist, calling her a hysterical fanatic. Pesticides,
they said are perfectly safe—don’t worry about a thing.”
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Learning from Frightful’s Perspective: Chapter 13
Name:
Date:

Chapter 13: “Sam Takes Charge”
Words I Found
Difficult:

Focus Question:
Flip Pearson and Dr. Werner took two of the eyases from the bridge for
a reason. Why did the two men take the eyases?
My thoughts about why two of the
eyases were taken:

Glossary:
poachers—n. people who
kill or take wild animals
(as game or fish) illegally
bivouac—n. a temporary or
casual shelter or lodging
deluge—n. a large amount
of rain that suddenly falls
in an area
rivulets—n. small streams
of water or liquid
endangered—adj. used to
describe a type of animal or
plant that has become very
rare and that could die out
completely
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Evidence from the text:

Comparing and Contrasting Authors’ Presentation Graphic Organizer
Name:
Date:

Text 1: Title:
“DDT Spray Scares Mosquitoes
Away, Study Finds”

Compare and Contrast
the Authors’ Presentations

Text 2: Title:
“You Think You
Have It Tough?”

How does the author
introduce the article?

How are they similar?
How are they different?

How does the author
introduce the article?

What claim does the author
make?

How are they similar?
How are they different?

What claim does the author
make?

What type of evidence does the How are they similar?
author include?
How are they different?

What type of evidence does the
author include?

How does the author use
text features (photographs,
graphs, diagrams, etc.)?

How does the author use
text features (photographs,
graphs, diagrams, etc.)?

How are they similar?
How are they different?
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Comparing and Contrasting Authors’ Presentation Graphic Organizer
Which article is more effective in its argument? Why?
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Learning from Frightful’s Perspective: Chapter 14
Name:
Date:

Chapter 14: “Sam Battles Bird Instincts”
Words I Found Difficult:

Focus Question: In what ways has Frightful changed from the
beginning of the novel until now?
My thoughts about how
Frightful has changed:

Glossary:
eddy—n. a circular current
cupola—n. a small structure
built on top of a roof
imprinted—v. something
caused to stay in your mind
permanently (as in memory)
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Evidence from the text:

Learning from Frightful’s Perspective: Chapter 15
Name:
Date:

Chapter 15: “A Pal Finds A Pal”
Words I Found
Difficult:

Focus Question: Several characters in this chapter face challenges,
including Frightful, Sam, and Mole. What challenges do characters in
this chapter encounter, and how do they overcome them?
My thoughts about challenges
faced in Chapter 15:

Glossary:
falconer—n. a person who
hunts with falcons or
hawks and trains them for
hunting
incognito—adv. keeping
one’s true identity secret
(as by using a different
name or a disguise)
thicket—n. a group of
bushes or small trees that
grow close together
pellet—n. a wad of
indigestible material (as of
bones and fur) regurgitated
by a bird of prey
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Evidence from the text:

Prefixes and Suffixes
Name:
Date:

Prefixes

Meaning

Example

anti-

against

antifrost

bio, bi

life

biology

de-

opposite

defrost

dis-

not, opposite of

disagree

eco-

environment

en-, em-

cause of

encode, embrace

fore-

before

forecast

in-, im-

in

infield, inside

in-, im-, il-, ir

not

incorrect, impossible

inter

between

interact

intro

into, with, inward

introduce

man, manu

hand, make, do

manicure, manual

mid

middle

midway

mis

wrongly

misfire

non-

not

nonsense

over-

beyond

overlook

pre-

before

prefix
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New Word

Prefixes and Suffixes
Name:
Date:

Prefixes, cont.

Meaning

Example

pro-

for, forward

propel

pre-

before

prefix

pro-

for, forward

propel

re-

again

return

sem-, semi

half

semicircle

sub-

under

submarine

super

over or above

superstar

trans-

across

transport

un-

not

unfriendly

under-

below

undersea
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New Word

Prefixes and Suffixes
Name:
Date:

Suffixes

Meaning

Example

-able, -ible

can be done

comfortable

-al, -ial

having characteristics
of

personal

-cide, -cides

to kill

pesticide

-ed

past-tense verbs

hopped

-en

made of

wooden

-er

comparative

higher

-er, -or

one who

worker, actor

-est

comparative

biggest

-ful

full of

careful

-ic

having characteristics
of

electronic

-ing

action or process

running

-ion, -tion

act, process

promotion

-ist

one that performs an
action

cyclist

-ity,-ty

state of

beauty

-ive, -ative,

performs an action

active
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New Word

Prefixes and Suffixes
Name:
Date:

Suffixes, cont.

Meaning

Example

-less

without

fearless

-ly

in a certain manner

quickly

-ment

action or process

enjoyment

-ness

state of, condition of

kindness

-ology

study

zoology

-ory

relating to,
characterized by

memory

-ous, -eous,
-ious

possessing the
qualities of

joyous

-s, -es

more than one

books, boxes
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New Word

Research Vocabulary Graphic Organizer
Name:
Date:
Word from the text

What do you think it
means?

What strategy helped you
determine the meaning?
(CC = Context Clues,
A+R = Affixes + Root Words,
RM = Resource Material)

1.

2.

3.

4.
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What is the dictionary’s
definition of this word?

Learning from Frightful’s Perspective: Chapter 16
Name:
Date:
Chapter 16: “Frightful and Oksi Run the Show”
Words I Found
Difficult:

Focus Question: We see several moments in this chapter that show
the strong relationships between the characters. What relationships are
written about? How do we know they are strong relationships?
My thoughts about the
relationships between characters
in Chapter 16:

Glossary:
thermal–n. a rising body of
warm air
hacking porch–n. a board
on which a hawk is fed
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Evidence from the text:

Learning from Frightful’s Perspective: Chapter 17
Name:
Date:

Chapter 17: “Frightful Feels the Call of the Sky
Words I Found Difficult:

Focus Question: When migration time was getting close, what
changes started happening that told the birds it was time to go
south or west?
My thoughts about
migration time:

Glossary:
nestling—n. a young bird that
has not left the nest
ravenously—adv. very eagerly or
greedily wanting food,
satisfaction, or gratification
paternalism—adv. acting like a
father
cupola—n. a small structure built
on top of a roof
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Evidence from the text:

Context Clues Resource
The first way to figure out the meaning of a new word is from its context. The context is the other
words or sentences that are around the new word. Here are some strategies, or clues, for unlocking
the meaning of a new word.
Clue 1:
Clue 2:
Clue 3:
Clue 4:

Search for a definition, a statement giving the meaning of a word.
Search for a synonym, a word or words that means almost the same thing.
Search for an antonym, a word or words that mean the opposite of a word.
Reread the sentence and substitute a word that seems to make sense in the context.

If the word still does not make sense after using context clues, check a dictionary.
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Using Context Clues Practice Sheet
Name:
Date:
Read the following statements. Use a context clue to find the meaning of the bold word in each
statement.
Rachel Carson’s work as a writer and scientist advocating for the needs of the environment captured
people’s attention. Her book, Silent Spring, began a new age of awareness about pollution and other
threats in the natural world. Because Rachel Carson spoke out about the silence of birds and worked
to protect the natural world, she became known as an environmentalist.
Search for a definition for environmentalist in the sentences around the word. What definition
does the text provide?

Rachel Carson wrote about an American town where all life used to live in harmony with its
surroundings. She told people that environment changed when pesticides were used in that setting.
Search for a synonym for environment in the sentences around it. What synonym does the text
provide?
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Using Context Clues Practice Sheet
Chemical manufacturers were furious with Rachel Carson. They disagreed with her message as an
environmentalist and called her a hysterical fanatic. They claimed that pesticides were perfectly
benign, not harmful as Carson claimed, and there was no need to protect the natural world.
Search for an antonym for benign. What antonym does the text provide? What does benign mean?
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Comparing and Contrasting Authors’ Presentations Graphic Organizer
Name:
Date:

Text 1: Title: “Biology—Here,
Let Me Fix It!”

Compare and Contrast the
Authors’ Presentations

Text 2:Title: “How DDT
Harmed Hawks and Eagles”

How does the author
introduce the article?

How are they similar?
How are they different?

How does the author
introduce the article?

What claim does the author
make?

How are they similar?
How are they different?

What claim does the author
make?

What type of evidence does the How are they similar?
author include?
How are they different?

What type of evidence does the
author include?

How does the author use
text features (photographs,
graphs, diagrams, etc.)?

How does the author use
text features (photographs,
graphs, diagrams, etc.)?

How are they similar?
How are they different?

32

Comparing and Contrasting Authors’ Presentations Graphic Organizer
Which article is more effective in its argument? Why?

33

Learning from Frightful’s Perspective: Chapter 18
Name:
Date:

Chapter 18: “The Earth Calls Frightful”
Words I Found Difficult:

Focus Question: What can you infer (or figure out based on
evidence in text) about the people on Hook Mountain? What traits
would you use to describe these people?
My thoughts about the
people who the people
were on Hook Mountain:

Glossary:
Galapagos Islands—n. the
volcanic islands off the coast of
Ecuador (to which they belong)
in the eastern Pacific Ocean
winter solstice—n. the time at
which the sun appears at noon
at its lowest altitude above the
horizon; in the Northern
Hemisphere it is usually around
December 22
magnetic pull—n. the earth has
two magnet-like pulls made by
swirling motions of molten
iron, one at the North Pole and
one at the South Pole
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Evidence from the text:

Digital Resources on DDT
Name:
Date:

Web Site URL:

Description of Web Site:

http://www.discoveriesinmedicine.com/
Com-En/DDT.html#bDDT

This Web site is a general information Web site. It defines
what DDT is, how it is used, its benefits, and its dangers.

http://www.panna.org/issues/persistent
-poisons/the-ddt-story

This is the Web site for the Pesticide Action Network. It
gives breakdowns on what foods and where in our bodies
DDT can still be found. It also discusses why DDT is not
the only solution for malaria.

http://www.scientificamerican.com/arti
cle.cfm?id=ddt-use-to-combat-malaria

This article in Scientific American discusses the costs and
benefits of DDT, and gives its recommendation on how
and when DDT should be used.

http://www.nothingbutnets.net

This is the Web site of a nonprofit organization, Nothing
But Nets, committed to helping end the malaria epidemic.
This Web site informs about malaria, preventative
measures against malaria, and the treatment of malaria in
developing countries.

http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/
animals/birds/peregrine-falcon/

This is a National Geographic’s Web site with general
information about the peregrine falcon.

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/ne
ws/2006/08/060801-ddt-malaria.html

This is a National Geographic article about the use of
DDT in the fight against malaria.

Module 1: Unit 2: Lesson 17
Supporting Materials
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Exit Ticket: Using Digital Resources
Name:
Date:
On a scale from 1 to 5, how comfortable were you finding information from digital resources?
1

2

I feel lost

3
OK, but need some help

4

5
Totally confident

Were you able to find the information you need with the digital resources given, or do you need more
sources?
 I’m OK with what we have



I need more sources

What, if anything, was difficult about researching with digital resources?
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Learning from Frightful’s Perspective: Chapter 19
Name:
Date:
Chapter 19: “Destiny Is on Wing”
Words I Found Difficult:

Focus Question: Where did Frightful decide to nest? Who was
the tiercel that would be her mate?
My thoughts about
Frightful’s nesting:

Glossary:
contentment—n. the state of
being happy and satisfied
accumulated—v. gathered or
acquired (something) gradually
as time passes
biological clock—n. a system in
the body that controls the
occurrence of natural processes
conservation—n. the protection
of animals, plants, and natural
resources
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Evidence from the text:

Name:
Date:
Learning Targets
–

I can compare how different authors portray the same idea or event. (RI.6.9)

– I can conduct short research projects to answer a question. (W.6.7)
– I can use several sources in my research. (W.6.7)
– I can refocus or refine my question when appropriate. (W.6.7)
– I can gather relevant information from a variety of sources. (W.6.8)
– I can assess the credibility of each source I use. (W.6.8)
– I can quote or paraphrase what others say about my topic while avoiding plagiarism. (W.6.8)
– I can use common Greek and Latin affixes (prefixes) and roots as clues to help me determine the
meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). (L.6.4b)
– I can use resource materials (glossaries, dictionaries, thesauruses) to help me determine or
clarify the pronunciation, meaning of key words and phrases, and parts of speech. (L.6.4c)
– I can check the accuracy of my guess about the meaning of a word or phrase by using resource
materials. (L.6.4d)
Directions:
• Today you will be reading two articles: “DDT Spray Scares Mosquitoes Away, Study Finds”
and “You Think You Have It Tough?” Both are informational articles about mosquitoes,
malaria, and DDT.
• After reading the first article, “DDT Spray Scares Mosquitoes Away, Study Finds,” complete
the simulated research page identical to the pages you have been completing in your
researcher’s notebook.
• After reading the second article, “You Think You Have It Tough?”, complete the Comparing
and Contrasting Authors’ Presentation graphic organizer identical to the one from previous
lessons.
•
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DDT Spray Scares Mosquitoes Away, Study Finds
Reuters, UK Edition
Washington
Date: August 9, 2007
(Reuters)—Mosquitoes that carry malaria, dengue fever and yellow fever avoid homes that have been
sprayed with DDT, researchers reported on Wednesday.
The chemical not only repels the disease-carrying insects physically, but its irritant and toxic
properties helps keep them away, the researchers reported in the Public Library of Science journal
PLoS ONE.
They estimate that DDT spray reduced the risk of disease transmission by nearly three-quarters.
Malaria affects more 40 percent of the world’s population, killing more than a million people every
year, most of them young children.
DDT use has been discontinued in most countries because of fears the pesticide may cause cancer
and because of its potential effects on animals such as birds.
But the World Health Organization last year recommended the use of DDT in places like Africa where
malaria is still common, saying the benefits outweighed the risks.
In the study, Dr. Donald Roberts of the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences in
Bethesda, Maryland and colleagues tested DDT against Aedes aegypti mosquitoes in Thailand.
This species of mosquito does not carry malaria but it can transmit dengue and yellow fever.
“In huts sprayed with DDT, 59 of the 100 mosquitoes would not enter. Of the 41 that enter, 2 would
die and fall to the floor,” the researchers wrote.
Only 27 mosquitoes could theoretically bite and survive.
They said over a 24-hour period, DDT use would reduce the risk of a mosquito bite by 73 percent.
The researchers said the effects should hold for other species of mosquitoes, including Anopheles
mosquitoes, which do transmit malaria.
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DDT Spray Scares Mosquitoes Away, Study Finds
“The historical record of malaria control operations show that DDT is the most cost-effective chemical
for malaria control. Even now DDT is still considered to be the cheapest and most effective chemical
for use in house spray operations,” the researchers wrote.
Two other chemicals were also effective, the researchers found. “In huts sprayed with
alphacypermethrin, all 100 mosquitoes would enter the house. Of the 100 that entered, 15 would die.
Of the remaining 85, 46 would exit prematurely and 9 of those would die,” they wrote.
This translated to 61 percent effectiveness.
“In huts sprayed with dieldrin, all 100 mosquitoes would enter the house,” they wrote. Just eight
mosquitoes that could take a blood meal and survive for a 92 percent protection, but it was likely the
mosquitoes could develop resistance to this chemical, they said.

From reuters.com, August 9, 2007 © 2007 reuters.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission and protected by the Copyright Laws of the United States. The
printing, copying, redistribution, or retransmission of this Content without express written permission is prohibited.
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Reproduced with
the permission
of Canada's
History Society.
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Simulated Research Graphic Organizer
Name:
Date:

Source Information

Claims/Central Ideas
(Paraphrase the Benefits or
Harmful Consequences)

Details/Evidence

Source Title:

Author:

Date:

Source Type (newspaper
article, book, Web site, video,
etc.):

Credible? Yes / No
(Use your Credibility Checklist
to guide you.)
Does this source help you refocus or refine your research question in any way? How?

What new questions you would like answered before making your claim about DDT?
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Credibility Checklist
Name:
Date:

Source
Information

Most Credible

Fairly Credible

Least Credible

Author

Expert in the field

Educated on topic

Little or no information
about author

Date

Recently published or
revised

Outdated

No date listed

Source Type

Official Web sites,
institutional sites,
academic journals,
reputable news sources

Published material

Unfamiliar Web sites

Publisher

Publisher’s relationship
to the topic is balanced or
neutral

Publisher is sponsored by
a trusted source

Clearly biased or favoring
a position for a purpose
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Comparing and Contrasting Authors’ Presentations Graphic Organizer
Name:
Date:
Text 1:
Title: “DDT Spray Scares
Mosquitoes Away, Study Finds”

Compare and Contrast
the Authors’ Presentations

Text 2:
Title: “You Think You
Have It Tough?”

How does the author
introduce the article?

How are they similar?
How are they different?

How does the author
introduce the article?

What claim does the author
make?

How are they similar?
How are they different?

What claim does the author
make?

What type of evidence does the
author include?

How are they similar?
How are they different?

What type of evidence does the
author include?

How does the author use text
features (photographs, graphs,
diagrams, etc.)?

How are they similar?
How are they different?

How does the author use text
features (photographs, graphs,
diagrams, etc.)?
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Comparing and Contrasting Authors’ Presentations Graphic Organizer
Which article is more effective in providing information or in building an argument? Why?
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Research Vocabulary: Using Multiple Strategies to Determine the Meaning of Words
Name:
Date:
• Each of these words comes from the article “DDT Spray Scares Mosquitoes Away, Study Finds.”
• Refer to the article in order to use context clues to determine word meaning.
• Refer to your affixes list in order to use affixes + root words to determine word meaning.
• Refer to a resource material to confirm or revise your initial meaning.
Word from the
Text

What do you think it
means?

What strategy helped you What is the
determine the meaning?
dictionary’s definition
of this word?
(CC = Context Clues, A+R
= Affixes + Root Words,
RM = Resource Material)

1. transmission

2. discontinued

3. colleagues
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Cascading Consequences Codes for Text References
Name:
Date:
Please refer to the codes in parentheses to reference the article, video, graph, chart, table, diagram, or
world map. Add this code to the Cascading Consequences chart to cite the source of the evidence.

Resources

Benefits of DDT Cascading
Consequences Chart

Harmful Consequences of DDT
Cascading Consequences Chart

Article:

“The Exterminator” (EX)

“Welcome Back” (WB)

“Double Whammy” (EX/D.W.)

“Rachel Carson: Sounding the Alarm
on Pollution” (R.C.)

“Public Fear” (EX/P.F)
“Seriously Sick” (EX/S.S.)
“Killer Genes” (EX/K.G.)
Video:

John Stossel DDT (V- J.S. DDT)

DDT dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane (V-DDT)

Graphs and
Charts:
(G&C)

DDT Bad, Malaria Much Worse—
(world map)

Lake Kariba, Africa DDT Levels
(diagram)

Malaria Trends in South Africa—
(graph)

DDT in Human Body Fat in U.S.
(table)

Increases in Malaria for South
American Countries—(graph)

DDT in Breast Milk (graph)

DDT and Malaria in Ceylon—(graph)

Changes in Thickness of Egg Shells
(graph)
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Harmful Consequences of DDT Cascading Consequences Chart Example
Name:
Date:

Unit 1

Unit 2

“Welcome Back” (WB)

“Rachel Carson: Environmentalist and Writer”
(R.C. E&W)

“Rachel Carson: Sounding the Alarm on
Pollution” (R.C. SA)

Paul Müller (PM)
“Biological Energy—Here, Let Me Fix It!” (BE)
“How DDT Harmed Hawks and Eagles”
(DDTH&E)

Pesticides had
gotten into the soil,
water, and air

Harmful
Consequence
s of DDT

Stays in the
environment
for a long time
(chart)

DDT gets into
the tissues of
peregrine
falcons (WB)

Egg shells too
thin and crack

(R.C. E&W)
Death of
plants

Death of
birds

(R.C.
E&W)

(R.C.
E&W)

Death of animals
(R.C. E&W)

DDT built up in
the tissues of
Drum’s mate
after migrating
(FMt.)
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(WB)

Fewer young
causes
population to
decline

Exit Ticket: Reflecting on My Beliefs about DDT
Name:
Date:
1. What was a particularly persuasive piece of evidence you reflected on today? This evidence
probably caused you to pause and think more deeply about what you were reading about and the
impact it may have on our environment or people. Shareyour thoughts about this piece of evidence.

2. Should the world rethink the ban on DDT? Explain why or why not.
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Goldilocks’ Rule for Choosing Books
Five-Finger Rule: Read the first two pages. Every time you come to a word that you don’t know or
can’t define, put one finger up. If you get to five fingers before the end of the first page, STOP! This is
probably not a good book to read on your own.
How many words did you not know on the first two pages? ________
The Page 2 Check: Read the first two pages. At the end of the second page, stop and check for
understanding. First try to summarize what you read so far. Does it make sense? If not, STOP!
Summarize:

Did it make sense? ________________________________________
The Page 5 Check: Read the first five pages. At the end of the fifth page, stop and ask yourself:
“Is this book making me think?” If you have not had to stop and think or clarify, STOP!
Are you thinking? __________________________________________
Did you have to clarify? ______________________________________
When you did clarify, how did you do it?

So, is this a good book for you?
_______ No, because it’s too hard
________ No, because it’s too easy
________ Yes, because it’s just right
________ No, because it’s just right, but I’m not interested
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Reading Tracker and Reviewer’s Notes Graphic Organizer
Name:
Date:
Book Title: _________________________________________________________
Please complete one entry for each reading check-in.
Choices for Reviewer’s Notes: Choose one idea to respond to for each entry.
• The most interesting/funniest/scariest scene was . . . because . . .
• A connection between this part of the book and what we are studying at school is . . . which
helps me understand that . . .
• This part of the book reminds me of (other text, movie) because . . . which helps me
understand that . . .
• A character I identify with/don’t understand is . . . because . . .
• Something I learned about the world by reading this part of the book is . . . which seems
important because . . .
Chapter
title/s and
pages

Reading Tracker
Briefly explain what happened in this part
of the book.

51

Reviewer’s Notes
Use one of the questions above.

Reading Tracker and Reviewer’s Notes Graphic Organizer
Chapter
title/s and
pages

Reading Tracker
Briefly explain what happened in this part
of the book.
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Reviewer’s Notes
Use one of the questions above.

Presenting a Claim and Findings Criteria Graphic Organizer
Name:
Date:
When preparing for and practicing your presentation, keep the criteria below in mind.
Presenter’s Criteria

Partner Feedback
(Include 1 Star and 1 Wish)

I present my claim clearly.
I present my findings in logical order.
I use descriptions, facts, and details to support
my claim.
I make eye contact with my audience.
I use appropriate volume.
I clearly pronounce my words.
I include a visual display that clarifies
information in my presentation.
I use formal English.
• Academic and domain-specific vocabulary.
• Language that expresses ideas precisely,
eliminating wordiness and redundancy.
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Who Are Stakeholders? Chart
Name:
Date:
stakeholder—n. someone or something involved in or affected by a course of action
People

Living Things
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Environment

Stakeholders Impacts Chart
Name:
Date:
What happens when DDT is used?
Stakeholder
How is the
stakeholder
affected by DDT?

Is this positive (+)
or negative(-)?
If the consequence
is negative, do you
feel it is offset by
greater good
elsewhere?

How important
is the stakeholder
to you?

1 = very; 2 = somewhat; 3 = not much
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Odell’s Forming Evidence-Based Claim Graphic Organizer
Name:
Date:
I find interesting details that are related and that stand out to me
from reading the text closely.

FINDING DETAILS

Detail 1
(Reference:

)

Detail 2
(Reference:

)

Detail 3
(Reference:

)
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Odell’s Forming Evidence-Based Claim Graphic Organizer
CONNECTING THE DETAILS

I reread and think about the details, and explain the connections
I find among them.

What I think about detail 1:

What I think about detail 2

What I think about detail 3

How I connect the details:
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Odell’s Forming Evidence-Based Claim Graphic Organizer
MAKING A CLAIM

I state a conclusion that I have come to and can support with
evidence from the text after reading and thinking about it closely.

My claim about the text:
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Types of Claims and Evidence Anchor Chart
A claim is a sentence that:
– presents an issue.
– is a statement that can be argued.
– is specific and clear.
– is something you believe.
– is something you can support with evidence.
Four Types of Claims

Example

Claims of Fact or Definition: This claim gives
facts or defines the issue.

What some people refer to as global warming is
actually nothing more than normal, long-term
cycles of climate change.

Claims of Cause and Effect: This claim
The popularity of SUVs in America has caused
argues one person, thing, or event caused another pollution to increase.
thing or event to occur.
Claims of Value: This claim is made based on
our personal values; it is how we personally rate
or categorize something.

Global warming is the most pressing challenge
facing the world today.

Claims about Solutions or Policies: This
claim argues for or against a certain solution or
policy approach to a problem.

Instead of drilling for oil in Alaska, we should be
focusing on ways to reduce all consumption, such
as researching renewable energy sources.

Types of evidence can be:
– concrete details.
– relevant facts.
– quotations from text.
– examples from text.
– an anecdote.
– an expert’s opinion.
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/588/01
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Checklist for Forming an Evidence-Based Claim
Claim:
 The claim is a sentence that presents an issue.
 The claim is clear and specific.
 The claim gives the author’s point of view or belief.
 The claim is something you can support with a solid argument.
 The claim uses domain-specific vocabulary.
Evidence:
 The evidence is relevant.
 The evidence is factual and descriptive.
 The evidence is in a logical order.
 The evidence uses domain-specific vocabulary.
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Self and Peer Critique
Writer
Date:
Critique Partner:
Date

Claim

Yes or No

The claim presents an issue.

The claim is expressed as the writer’s belief or
point of view.
The first detail relates to the text or videos.
The detail supports the claim.
The second detail relates to the text or videos.
The detail supports the claim.
The third detail relates to the text or videos.
The detail supports the claim.
The claim is restated in a different way at the
end.
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Comments

Tune in to Good Speaking: Video Critique
Name:
Date:

Criteria

Listener Feedback
(Include Stars and Steps)

The speaker made eye contact with the
audience.
The speaker used appropriate volume
and pace.
The speaker clearly pronounced and
expressed words.
The speaker included visual aids or
displays that clarified information in
the presentation.
The speaker used formal English.
Academic and domain-specific vocabulary
Language expresses ideas clearly, without
redundancy
The speaker presented the claim/s
clearly.
The speaker presented information in a
logical order or way that made sense
and was easy to understand.
The speaker used descriptions, facts,
and details to support the claim.
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Task Card for Creating a Visual
Creating the Cascading Consequences Chart Visual
1. Using a ruler, construct a draft line lightly in pencil for the title of the visual.
2. Write the title lightly in pencil using capital letters for the first word and last word and every
important word in between.
3. Using a ruler, construct two draft lines lightly in pencil for the subtitles: Claim and Supporting
Evidence.
4. Write the two subtitles lightly in pencil.
5. Using a ruler, construct draft lines lightly in pencil in the upper half of the paper for the claim.
6. Write the claim lightly in pencil.
7. Construct a circle around the claim using a compass or another larger object.
8. Using a ruler, construct draft lines lightly in pencil in the lower half of the paper for the three
supporting pieces of evidence.
9. Neatly write the three supporting pieces of evidence lightly in pencil.
10. Use a ruler to construct three boxes around each piece of supporting evidence.
11. Go over the text, circle, and boxes with a black fine-tip marker.
12. Neatly erase all pencil marks.
13. Consider choosing four different colored pencils to shade the background of the text.
Creating the Stakeholders Impacts Chart Visual
1. Using a ruler, construct a draft line lightly in pencil for the title of the visual.
2. Write the title lightly in pencil using capital letters for the first word and last word and every
important word in between.
3. Using a ruler and pencil, construct the stakeholders chart that best highlights your claim.
Include the text headings as part of the visual.
4. Using a ruler, construct draft lines for text. Neatly copy the text from the stakeholders draft.
5. Outline all pencil marks with a black fine-tip marker.
6. Neatly erase all pencil marks.
7. Consider choosing different colored pencils to shade the background of the text.
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A Visual to Support My Claim
Name:
Date:

Claim:

Supporting
Evidence:

1

2
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3

A Visual to Support My Claim
Name:
Date:
What happens when DDT is used?
Stakeholder
How is the
stakeholder
affected by DDT?

Is this positive (+)
or negative(-)?
If the consequence
is negative, do you
feel it is offset by
greater good
elsewhere?

How important
is the stakeholder
to you?

1 = very; 2 = somewhat; 3 = not much
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Criteria for Cascading Consequences Chart Visual
Name:
Date:

Yes
Content:

The claim is a sentence that states the issue and
presents my belief or point of view.
Three pieces of evidence provide descriptions, facts,
and details that support my claim.
Academic and domain-specific vocabulary are used.

Visual appeal:

Text is free of spelling errors.
Text is free of mechanical and grammar errors.
Color adds to the interest.
Draft lines were used to guide text writing.
A ruler was used to construct three boxes for supporting
evidence.
A compass was used to construct a circle for the claim.
All draft lines were neatly erased.
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Not Yet

Criteria for Stakeholders Impacts Chart Visual
Name:
Date:

Yes
Content:

Four stakeholders are identified.
An explanation defines how each stakeholder is
affected bythe position or option chosen.
The effect for each stakeholder is indicated as
intentional or a side effect.
Academic and domain-specific vocabulary are
used (10 words).

Visual appeal:

Text is free of spelling errors.
Text is free of mechanical and grammar errors.
Color adds to the interest.
Draft lines were used to guide text writing.
A ruler was used to construct three boxes for
supporting evidence.
All draft lines were neatly erased.
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Not Yet

Presenting a Claim and Findings Criteria Peer Critique Form
Speaker’s Name:
Listener’s Name:

Speaker’s Criteria

Partner Feedback—(Including 1 star and 1 wish)

The claim was clearly presented, stating
the issue and speaker’s point of view.
Findings were presented in logical order.
Descriptions, facts, and details supported
the claim.
Eye contact was made with the audience.
Appropriate volume made it easy to hear.
Words were pronounced clearly.
A visual display was used and clarified
information in the presentation.
Formal English enhanced the
presentation.
Academic and domain-specific
vocabulary (at least 10).
Language that expressed ideas precisely,
eliminating wordiness and redundancy.
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Exit Ticket: Preparing for My Presentation
Name:
Date:
1. What do I need to do to prepare for the End of Unit 2 Assessment on my:
a. Visual aid?

b. Note cards?

c. Speaking techniques?

2. What are my priorities in order to be prepared?

3. What do I feel most confident about?
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Presenting a Claim and Findings Criteria
Name:
Date:
When preparing for and practicing your presentation, keep the criteria below in mind.

Presenter’s Criteria

Partner Feedback
(Including 1 star and 1 wish)

I present my claim clearly.
I present my findings in logical order.
I use descriptions, facts, and details to support
my claim.
I make eye contact with my audience.
I use appropriate volume.
I clearly pronounce my words.
I include a visual display that clarifies
information in my presentation.
I use formal English.
Academic and domain-specific vocabulary
Language that expresses ideas precisely,
eliminating wordiness and redundancy.
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Presentation Checklist for the Gallery Walk
Listener’s Name:
Date:

Speaker’s Name

Had a claim
and three
pieces of
evidence

Made eye
contact and
used clear
pronunciation

71

Had a
clarifying
visual and
used it

Share a STAR!

Presentation Checklist for the Gallery Walk
Listener’s Name:
Date:

Speaker’s Name

Had a claim
and three
pieces of
evidence

Made eye
contact and
used clear
pronunciation
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Had a
clarifying
visual and
used it

Share a STAR!

End of Unit 2 Assessment: Presenting a Claim and Findings
Name:
Date:
Long-Term Learning Targets
– I can use my experience and knowledge of language and logic, as well as culture, to think
analytically, address problems creatively, and advocate persuasively. (RI.6.9a)
– I can present claims and findings in a logical order. (SL.6.4)
– I can support my main points with descriptions, facts, and details. (SL.6.4)
– I can use effective speaking techniques (appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear
pronunciation). (SL.6.4)
– I can include multimedia components and visual displays in a presentation to clarify
information. (SL.6.5)
– I can adapt my speech for a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when indicated
or appropriate. (SL.6.6)
Criteria

✓

I presented my claim clearly.
I presented my findings in a logical order.
I used descriptions, facts, and details to support my claim.
I made eye contact with my audience.
I used appropriate volume.
I clearly pronounced my words.
I included a visual display that clarifies information in my
presentation.
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End of Unit 2 Assessment: Presenting a Claim and Findings
Criteria

✓

I used formal English.
Academic and domain-specific vocabulary
Language that expresses ideas precisely, eliminating
wordiness and redundancy
I persuasively advocated my position about DDT by using
all of the criteria.
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Learning Resources
CoSer 501
Educational Media

Equal Opportunity Notice
CA BOCES hereby advises students, parents, employees and the general public that it offers employment,
programs and educational opportunities, including vocational education opportunities, without regard to gender,
race, color, national origin, handicap or any other legally protected status. Inquiries regarding this nondiscrimination policy and grievance procedures may be directed to :
Human Resources Director, Cattaraugus-Allegany BOCES, 1825 Windfall Road, Olean, NY 14760; 716-3768237.

