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Synthesizing Texts: Bringing Ideas Together
Name:
Date:
When you read and analyze the ideas from these text excerpts, you will be able to
answer the question “Why did women fight for the right to vote?”
Excerpt 1: Susan B. Anthony, “On Women’s Right to the Suffrage,” 1873
Text: “On Women’s Right to the Suffrage”

Analysis: Evidence and Understanding

1.“Friends and fellow citizens: I stand before you
tonight under indictment for the alleged crime
of having voted at the last presidential
election, without having a lawful right to vote.
It shall be my work this evening to prove to
you that in thus voting, I not only committed
no crime, but, instead, simply exercised my
citizen’s rights, guaranteed to me and all
United States citizens by the National
Constitution, beyond the power of any state to
deny.

1. What is Ms. Anthony’s purpose in making this
speech? Underline the textual evidence, and
then explain the idea in your own words.

2. “The preamble of the Federal Constitution
says: ‘We, the people of the United States, in
order to form a more perfect union, establish
justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for
the common defense, promote the general
welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to
ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and
establish this Constitution for the United
States of America.

2. Ms. Anthony is reciting the Preamble to the
U.S. Constitution in this paragraph. Read the
Preamble and make sure you understand these
two phrases:
A. “We the People” means:

B. “secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves
and our posterity” means:
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Synthesizing Texts: Bringing Ideas Together
Text: “On Women’s Right to the Suffrage”

Analysis: Evidence and Understanding

3. Directions: Use the glossary below as you
read this paragraph, then answer the questions
on the right.
Glossary
denied
prevented or stopped
mockery
to meanly joke
posterity
future generations
secure
protect

1. What “half” is Ms. Anthony referring to?

2. How does Ms. Anthony use the “We the
People” phrase from the Preamble to make her
point that women should have the right to vote?

“It was we, the people; not we, the white male
citizens; nor yet we, the male citizens; but we, the
whole people, who formed the Union. And we
formed it, not to give the blessings of liberty, but
to secure them; not to the half of ourselves and
the half of our posterity, but to the whole
people—women as well as men. And it is a
downright mockery to talk to women of their
enjoyment of the blessings of liberty while they
are denied the use of the only means of securing
them provided by this democratic-republican
government—the ballot.”

3. Read the underlined idea. What does this
section mean?
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Synthesizing Texts: Bringing Ideas Together
Excerpt 2: The Hope Chest, Karen Schwabach
Text: The Hope Chest
(historical novel by Karen Schwabach)

Analysis: Evidence and Understanding

“Suddenly Violet understood why all these
• Infer: How will going to Nashville allow these
women were riding to Nashville on a train. It was
women to make their own decisions and to
so that women would never again have to sit by in
make their voices heard?
silence while men made decisions they didn’t
like—whether it was Father deciding that Chloe
couldn’t go to college or the government deciding
that people’s sons had to go fight in France
whether they wanted to or not” (118).
“Right now … we’re taxed but not represented,
and we can go to jail for breaking laws we didn’t
pass” (225).

• Infer: What does this passage mean?

Synthesize ideas, reasons, and evidence from both texts:
Why did women fight for the right to vote?
Women fought for the right to vote because …
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Public Service Announcement Performance Task Description
Your performance task for this unit is to write and record a public service
announcement directed at high school seniors on the topic of why voting is important.
In your written version, you will state your opinion, along with two strong reasons that
support this opinion. You will develop these reasons with facts, quotes, and other
details from the texts you will have read.
What is a public service announcement? You have probably heard or seen public service
announcements on the radio or television. These are short, informative pieces on a topic of
importance to the general public, such as nutrition, education, the environment, health and safety,
and civic involvement. Maybe you have heard a public service announcement on the importance of
having a fire-escape plan in your home, or perhaps you have seen a public service announcement
encouraging people to eat healthfully and get exercise every day. These kinds of announcements are
different from commercial advertisements because the goal is not to sell a product or service, but to
get people to change their behavior.
How is a public service announcement different from an opinion/reason essay? You can
think of the public service announcement as a kind of opinion/reason writing with one important
difference: The goal of a public service announcement is to change behavior, so the opinion statement
is your recommendation for this. For example, you may have an opinion that littering is bad, but in a
public service announcement the same opinion might be stated, “People should stop littering.”
What work will I do in this unit that will help me create the public service
announcement?
• You will read and take notes on a variety of articles on youth voting in the United States.
• From your notes, you will select two main reasons to support the opinion that young people should
vote.
• From your notes and your own thinking, you will develop support for each of the two reasons. The
support will include facts, quotes, statistics, and your own written explanations.
• You will read and listen to a model of a public service announcement.
• You will receive a graphic organizer to help you structure your public service announcement.
• With your opinion and your two solid reasons with support, you will create the public service
announcement, including a catchy introduction and a powerful conclusion.
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Public Service Announcement: “Wear Your Helmet!” Transcript
Note: Audio file can be found at http://www.engageny.org/resource/grade-4-ela-module-4

“Helmets are uncomfortable!”
“Helmets are totally uncool looking!”
“I don’t wear a helmet because I guess I just forget to.”
“Why should I? I don’t wear a helmet, and nothing bad has happened yet!”
These are some of the things I hear kids say when asked why they’re not wearing a helmet while riding
a bicycle, scooter, or skateboard. You know what I have to say to them?
I hear head injuries are pretty uncomfortable, too.
How cool is preventable brain damage?
If you think you’re forgetting stuff now, it’ll be even harder after a concussion.
Just because you’ve been lucky so far doesn’t mean your luck will continue.
Kids should wear a helmet when riding a bike, scooter, or skateboard. Not some of the time, not most
of the time, but all of the time.
Need some more reasons? Not wearing a helmet is dangerous and risky. Here is what happens when
kids don’t wear helmets: According to the Centers for Disease Control, every year “over 150,000
children are treated in emergency rooms for bicycle-related head injuries and over 300 children die
from these injuries.” Each year 60 percent of bicycle deaths and 30 percent of emergency room visits
from bicycle accidents are from head injuries—injuries that can create lifelong disabilities from
irreversible brain damage.
Guess what? Most of this is preventable by doing one simple thing: Wearing a helmet. Helmets work:
They reduce the risk of head injury by 80 percent—that means almost all brain injuries from bicycle
accidents could have been avoided by helmet use. If all kids wore helmets, it would prevent hundreds
of deaths each year and save thousands of kids from disabling head injuries.
Whatever your reasons are for not wearing a helmet, they are going to seem pretty stupid after an
accident.
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Readings on the Why Voting Is Important Note-catcher
Name:
Date:
Directions: Use the table below to find the reasons and evidence the authors use to
support the idea that voting is important.

Article

Reason why voting is
important

“Youth Power”

1. Politicians pay
attention to issues
young people care
about when they vote.

“Youth Power”

2. Voting demonstrates
a person’s interest in
the country, the
government, its
problems, and its
opportunities.

“Youth Power”

3. Voting is how a
citizen expresses
opinions.

“I Can’t Wait to Vote!”
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Quotes from the text
that show the reason

Statistics, facts, and
other hard evidence

Readings on the Why Voting Is Important Note-catcher
Article

Reason why voting is
important

“I Can’t Wait to Vote!”

4. Voting is the
citizen’s job in a
democracy. Not voting
is like not doing one’s
job.

“I Can’t Wait to Vote!”

5. Voting is a right that
has been fought for,
and it should be
valued.

“I Can’t Wait to Vote!”

6. Voting has an effect
on the laws the
country makes, the
way the country
spends money, and
how the country uses
natural resources.
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Quotes from the text
that show the reason

Statistics, facts, and
other hard evidence

Text Structure Types and Examples
Name:
Date:

Text Structure

Signal Words

Chronology:
measuring time or
dating events

before, in the
beginning, to start,
first, next, then,
during, after, finally,
last, in the end

Comparison:
examining
similarities and
differences

similar, same, alike,
both, unlike, on the
other hand, different

Cause/Effect:
the relationship
between two
events

since, because, if, then,
as a result of, causes,
therefore

Visual
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Text Structure Types and Examples
Text Structure

Signal Words

Opinion/Reason:
taking a position
on a topic and
providing reasons

for, against, position,
reason, opinion, fact

Problem/Solution:
solving something
that needs to be
fixed or changed

problem, issue, since,
as a result, solution,
so, leads to

Visual

Reason 1
Reason 2
Reason 3
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Text Structure Types and Examples, Cont.
Chronology: a structure of writing that tells how something unfolds over time. Ex. I was born in
1998, and we moved to New Mexico in 2001 when I was 3. I started kindergarten in 2003 and
changed schools in fourth grade. I went to that school from 2007 until we moved to Arizona in 2010—
and then my whole life changed!
Comparison: a structure of writing that compares two different items or ideas, identifying
similarities and contrasting the differences. Ex. What is more important to me—sports or music? With
sports, I enjoy being a part of a team, the physical activity, and the thrill of winning. With music, I
enjoy playing my instrument and making music, but it’s something I do on my own, not with others.
They are both a lot of fun and make me happy, but one is outdoors and social, and the other is more
personal and solitary.
Cause and Effect: a structure of text that identifies the causal relationships between events. Ex. I
didn’t use to eat breakfast before school, but I have changed my ways. When I started eating breakfast
every morning, I noticed that I felt more awake and had more energy throughout my day. I even
started getting better grades. Now I start each morning with a healthy breakfast, so I will continue to
be prepared for the school day.
Opinion/Reason: a text structure in which a writer makes a claim that can be supported, but not
proved, since opinions are by definition a person’s perspective on a topic. Ex. It is best to learn piano
as an introduction to musical instruments. Piano can be played in a simple way, allowing even a
beginner to play music. Piano music includes both treble and bass clefs, allowing students to read
music in both, as well as teaching students both melody and rhythm. All of these features provide a
solid foundation for any student of music.
Problem/Solution: a structure of text that identifies a problem then shows a logical solution for it. Ex. The
principal of our school had several rows of new bike racks installed to encourage students to ride their bikes to
school, but only a few students rode bikes. He found out that security was the main problem: Students who left
their bikes in the rack had tires deflated, seats removed, and helmets taken. The principal made two changes:
First, he assigned a yard duty supervisor to the bike rack area during all times students were not in class, and
second, he had fencing installed around the racks, so that they are closed off during schools hours. With the
increased bike security, more students started riding bikes to school.
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Text Structure Jigsaw
Name:
Date:
Directions:
1) With your group, read the passage for your assigned number and identify the examples of your
text structure within the passage.
2) Discuss as a group how this text structure helps to support the idea that voting is important.
(Ex.) Problem/Solution:
From “Youth Power”
“John Roboski is particularly concerned about national security. For that reason, the 18-year-old
signed on with Republican John McCain’s campaign in Aiken, South Carolina. ‘Young people have
seen what our country really needs,’ John tells [Junior Scholastic Magazine], ‘and that’s a great
leader to make sure we’re safe from the threat of terrorism.’”
Problem: concerns about national security
Solution: supporting the campaign of a candidate whose leadership will keep the country safe
from terrorism
(ALL) Problem/Solution:
From “Youth Power”
“A recent survey showed that a majority of young people believe that America is headed down the
wrong path. Concerns over jobs, health care, and global warming are driving them to the polls. ‘They
see that it matters that they’re involved,’ says Robert Alexander, a political science professor at Ohio
Northern University. ‘They see that government matters.’”
Problem: ________________________________________________
Solution: ________________________________________________
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Text Structure Jigsaw
(Group 1) Problem/Solution:
From “Youth Power”
“Part of [Obama’s] appeal is his promise to rise above the bickering that has defined Washington
politics. Miriam Berger, an 18-year-old Obama volunteer, believes that he would be a ‘President who
reaches across party lines, who sticks by his morals and listens to people.’”
Problem: ________________________________________________
Solution: ________________________________________________
(Group 2) Opinion/Reason:
From “Youth Power”
“The youth vote was going to be huge! In fact, the turnout of Iowa voters under 30 had tripled from
2004. Since then, young people’s participation has only increased. On Super Tuesday alone, more
than 3 million people under age 30 voted.… It is all evidence of a youth surge in politics.”
Opinion: __________________________________________________
Reason: ___________________________________________________
(Group 3) Cause and Effect:
From “Youth Power”
“September 11 was the beginning of a new generation.… I think the attacks brought a deeper feeling
for our country.… People began to be more worried about what would happen to us.”
Cause: ___________________________________________________
Effect: ___________________________________________________
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Text Structure Jigsaw
(Group 4) Chronology:
From “Youth Power”
“The Los Angeles resident was in Des Moines, Iowa on January 3 for the first presidential caucuses.
Waking at 5:00 a.m., the youth-vote organizer spent the day in a flurry of activity. One minute she
was being interviewed by C-SPAN, the next she was organizing a phone bank, or texting first-time
voters. After the polls closed, Sujatha joined friends from Rock the Vote to watch the returns.”
Chronological events:
1) __________________________________________________________
2) _____________________________________________
3) _____________________________________________
(Group 5) Comparison:
From “Youth Power”
“[In this election,] Candidates are addressing issues young people care about. She was especially
excited when she heard Clinton promise to fight for students who can’t afford college. ‘That’s the kind
of thing you just didn’t hear about in previous elections,’ she tells JS.”
Compare:
In this election …

In previous elections …
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“I Can’t Wait to Vote!”
Young Americans have the lowest voter turnout of all groups. But the excitement for voting is
growing with this group. In 2008 the turnout for young voters 18–29 was the highest it has been since
1972. Young people today have many different reasons for wanting to vote. Here are few reasons given
by a group of high school students.
“When I turn 18, I am definitely going to vote. It’s how our system of government works.
Citizens are supposed to vote to elect people to represent them,” remarked a student named Niklas.
He added, “I can’t wait to vote!”
Niklas’ response that voting is a responsibility of every citizen is a common reason given for
wanting to vote. The dictionary defines a democracy as a government in which power rests with the
people directly or through elected representatives. Voting is how the leaders of our country are elected.
And sometimes laws are passed directly through the ballot. Our system of government depends on
citizens exercising their right to vote.
Many groups have fought for and were given the right to vote throughout American history.
This is another reason some young people believe that voting is important. This is the reason a highschooler named Karina gave for wanting to vote.
“Voting is a right. And a lot of people have fought very hard over the years to make sure that
women, African Americans, and other minorities get to use this right,” she said.
In 1869 African American men were given the right to vote. In 1920 women were given the
right to vote. In 1965 the Voting Rights Act ensured that minorities could exercise their right to vote.
And in 1971 the voting age was lowered from 21 to 18, giving young adults the right to vote. The
historical struggle for the right to vote is one reason young people feel it is so important.
Many youth also feel that voting is a way to express your opinions about what is important to
the country’s future. This is the reason a student named Matt gave for wanting to vote.
“I will vote for the candidates who think about the future, because that’s where I’m going to be.
I’m young! We’re going to be around for a long time, and I don’t want to live in some dirty, polluted
country that used up all its resources from bad, greedy decisions,” he said.
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“I Can’t Wait to Vote!”
Many young people agree with Matt, and their concerns are reflected in a Rock the Vote 2010
Young Voter Poll. This poll found that 96% of youth identified unemployment as a concern, 69% were
concerned that the country is failing to take action about global warming, and 93% were concerned
about the country’s rising national debt. Unemployment, global warming, and the national debt were
all topics of debate and legislation in recent years. Many youth believe voting impacts the country’s
future laws and allows their opinions on important issues to be heard. And this is why they choose to
vote.
Young people give many reasons for why voting is important to them, and many are excited to
turn 18 and vote for the first time. Perhaps, in this next election, young adults will turn out in even
greater numbers.

Written by Expeditionary Learning for Instructional Purposes © 2013
Sources:
http://www.annenbergclassroom.org/Files/Documents/Timelines/VotingRights.pdf
http://www.wordcentral.com/cgi-bin/student?book=Student&va=democracy
http://www.civicyouth.org/quick-facts/youth-voting/
http://www.rockthevote.com/about/press-room/press-releases/2010rockthevotepoll.html
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Why Voting Is Important Graphic Organizer
When you quote sources for supporting evidence, use these abbreviations:
“Youth Power” (YP)
“I Can’t Wait to Vote!” (ICW)
Reason why voting
is important

Supporting Evidence: Quotes, facts, statistics, explanation

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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Exit Ticket
Synthesize ideas, reasons, and evidence from both texts:
Why is it important to vote?
It is important to vote because …
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Mid-Unit 3 Assessment:
Reading and Comparing New Informational Texts about Voting
Name:
Date:
Directions: Read the following texts several times. Complete the table that follows, then
answer the questions afterward. Be sure to use evidence from the text in your answers.
Reading A
Voter turnout among young adults ages 18–21 has gone up and down over the years. Before 1971,
American citizens could register to vote at the age of 21. Then, with the passage of the 26th
amendment to the U.S. Constitution, the voting age was lowered to 18. In the 1972 elections, more
than half the eligible voters ages 18–21 registered to vote. But in the 1976 elections, the number of
young voters dropped. And it kept dropping with each election. The lowest turnout for young voters
was in the 1996 election; since then, the number of young adults voting in presidential elections has
been on the rise.
Reading B
For as long as 18- to 21-year-olds have had the right to vote, voter turnout among this group has been
a problem. One effort to address this problem is called Rock the Vote, an organization made up of
young celebrities and popular musicians who encourage young people to vote and take an interest in
elections. These familiar faces and voices are generally admired and respected by young people, so the
message is listened to. Rock the Vote provides one solution to the low voter turnout problem by
showing that voting can be cool.
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Mid-Unit 3 Assessment:
Reading and Comparing New Informational Texts about Voting
Points ⇒
Text
⇓

Quote a line from the text that
describes each author’s point
about voter turnout among young
people.

Cite facts, statistics, or evidence
each author uses to support their
point.

From Reading A

From Reading B

1. Synthesize these two texts by responding to the following question: How has the voting among
young adults changed over the years? Use evidence from both texts to support your answer.
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Mid-Unit 3 Assessment:
Reading and Comparing New Informational Texts about Voting
2. What is the text structure for Reading A?
a. chronology
b. comparison
c. cause/effect
d. problem/solution
3. What feature(s) of Reading A helped you determine its text structure?
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Mid-Unit 3 Assessment:
Reading and Comparing New Informational Texts about Voting
4. Cite one piece of evidence the author uses to argue that voter turnout among young people is
increasing.
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Mid-Unit 3 Assessment:
Reading and Comparing New Informational Texts about Voting
5. What is the text structure for Reading B?
a. chronology
b. comparison
c. cause/effect
d. problem/solution
6. What feature(s) of Reading B helped you determine its text structure?
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Mid-Unit 3 Assessment:
Reading and Comparing New Informational Texts about Voting
7. Cite one reason the author gives for how Rock the Vote works to increase voter turnout among
young Americans.
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Tracking My Progress Mid-Unit 3
Name:
Date:

Learning target: I can identify the text structure of an informational reading.
1. The target in my own words is:

2. How am I doing? Circle one.
I need more help to
learn this

I understand some
of this

3.The evidence to support my self-assessment is:
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I am on my way!

Tracking My Progress Mid-Unit 3
Name:
Date:
Learning target: I can synthesize evidence from two different texts to support an idea.
1. The target in my own words is:

2. How am I doing? Circle one.
I need more help to
learn this

I understand some
of this

3.The evidence to support my self-assessment is:
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I am on my way!

Public Service Announcement about the Importance of Voting Rubric
Your performance task for this unit is to write and record a public service announcement directed at
high school seniors on the topic of why voting is important. In your written version, you will state
your opinion, along with two strong reasons that support this opinion. You will develop these reasons
with facts, quotes, and other details from the texts you will have read.
Learning Target
I can write and deliver a public service announcement stating my opinion on why voting is important.
(W.4.1)

Criteria

Meets

Partially Meets

Content and Analysis
I can write an
introduction in my
public service
announcement that
explains the importance
of voting and states my
opinion clearly.
(W.4.1a)
I can use accurate
reasons and evidence to
support my opinion
about the importance of
voting. (W.4.1b)
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Does Not Meet

Public Service Announcement about the Importance of Voting Rubric
Criteria

Meets

Partially Meets

Does Not Meet

I develop the topic with
relevant facts,
definitions, details,
quotation, or other
information and
examples from the
text(s).

I somewhat develop the
topic with some textual
evidence.

I do not use evidence
to support my point
or the evidence I use
is irrelevant.

Command of Evidence
I can develop my
opinion of the
importance of voting
with relevant facts,
definitions, details,
quotations, or other
information from the
text. (W.4.1b and
SL.4.4)
I can group together
reasons with related
evidence in my public
service announcement.
(W.4.1a)

I use relevant evidence
inconsistently.
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Public Service Announcement about the Importance of Voting Rubric
Criteria

Meets

Partially Meets

Does Not Meet

I sometimes link ideas
using words and
phrases.

I do not use linking
words and phrases.

Coherence, Organization, and Style
I can group together
reasons with related
evidence in my public
service announcement.
(W.4.1a)

I can use linking words
to connect my opinion
to my reasons. (W.4.1c)

I always link ideas using
grade-appropriate
words and phrases.

I can develop a
conclusion that
summarizes my opinion
about the importance of
voting in my public
service announcement.
(W.4.1d)
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Public Service Announcement about the Importance of Voting Rubric
Criteria

Meets

Partially Meets

Does Not Meet

I can use “can,”
“should,” and “must”
correctly.

I sometimes use
“can,” “should,” or
“must” correctly.

I have frequent errors
using “can,” “should,”
or “must.”

I can write complete
sentences.

I write some complete
sentences, and some
incomplete or run-on
sentences.

I have many incomplete
or run-on sentences.

Control of Conventions
I can use grammar
conventions to send a
clear message to a
reader or listener. (L.4.1
and L.4.3c)

I can use punctuation
for effect in my writing.

I sometimes use
punctuation for effect
in my writing.

I can use conventions to
send a clear message to
my reader. (L.4.2)

I use grade-appropriate
conventions, with few
errors that do not
hinder comprehension.

I have some
convention errors that
hinder
comprehension.

I can use quotation
marks to mark a quote
from an outside source.
I can capitalize the first
letter of a quote from an
outside source.
I can use commas and
end punctuation
correctly when quoting
from an outside source.

I do not use
punctuation for effect
in my writing.

I have frequent
convention errors that
hinder comprehension.
I do not use quotation
marks to mark a quote
from an outside source.
I do not capitalize the
first letter of a quote
from an outside source.
I do not use commas
correctly when quoting
from an outside source.
I do not use end
punctuation correctly
when quoting from an
outside source.
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Public Service Announcement about the Importance of Voting Rubric
Criteria

Meets

Partially Meets

Speaking and Oral Presentation
I can speak clearly and
at an understandable
pace in the oral
presentation of my
public service
announcement. (SL.4.4)
I can use formal English
in the oral presentation
of my public service
announcement. (SL.4.6)
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Does Not Meet

Public Service Announcement Graphic Organizer: Voting
Section
Introduction
Purpose:
Grab listeners’ attention and
make them want to hear
more.
What to do and include:
Catchy quotes, a great slogan,
powerful statistics, or facts.
Statement of opinion
Purpose:
What you want people to do
and remember after hearing
your PSA.
What to do and include:
Clear statement of your
intended goal.
Reason 1
Purpose:
Provide a good reason why
your opinion is right.
What to do and include:
State the reason, explain the
reason, and support it with
quotes, facts, and statistics.

Reason:
Evidence:

•

•
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Public Service Announcement Graphic Organizer: Voting
Section
Reason 2
Purpose:
Provide a good reason why
your opinion is right.
What to do and include:
State the reason, explain the
reason, and support it with
quotes, facts, and statistics.

Reason:
Evidence:

•

•

Concluding statement
Purpose:
Leave your listeners with final
thoughts.
What to do and include:
Come up with a catchy phrase
or add on to your opinion
statement.
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Public Service Announcement Graphic Organizer: “Wear Your Helmet!”
Section

Wear Your Helmet!

Introduction
Purpose:
Grab listeners’ attention and
make them want to hear
more.
What to do and include:
Catchy quotes, a great slogan,
powerful statistics or facts.

Quotes from different kids about helmet use:

• “Helmets are uncomfortable!”
• “Helmets are totally uncool looking!”
• “I don’t wear a helmet because I guess I just forget to.”
• “Why should I? I don’t wear a helmet, and nothing bad has
happened, yet!”
Respond to these quotes: What happens when you don’t wear
a helmet.

Statement of opinion
Purpose:
What you want people to do
and remember after hearing
your PSA.
What to do and include:
Clear statement of your
intended goal.

There is no good reason for not wearing a helmet:
Wear your helmet when riding a bike, scooter, or skateboard.
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Public Service Announcement Graphic Organizer: “Wear Your Helmet!”
Section

Wear Your Helmet!

Reason 1
Purpose:
Provide a good reason why
your opinion is right.
What to do and include:
State the reason, explain the
reason, and support it with
quotes, facts, and statistics.

Not using a helmet is dangerous and risky.
• 60 percent of bicycle deaths each year are from head
injuries.

Reason 2
Purpose:
Provide a good reason why
your opinion is right.
What to do and include:
State the reason, explain the
reason, and support it with
quotes, facts, and statistics.

Wearing a helmet can prevent a serious head injury such as
concussion or brain damage. Helmets work.
• They reduce the risk of head injury by 80%.

Concluding statement
Purpose:
Leave your listeners with final
thoughts.
What to do and include:
Come up with a catchy phrase
or add on to your opinion
statement.

• 30 percent of ER visits from bicycle accidents are from
head injuries—of these nonfatal head injuries many create
lifelong disabilities from irreversible brain damage.

• Every year over 300 children die from a bicycle-related
head injury, and over 150,000 children are treated in
emergency rooms for bicycle-related head injuries.

• That means almost all brain injuries from bicycle accidents
could have been avoided by helmet use. If all kids wore
helmets, it would prevent hundreds of deaths each year and
save thousands of kids from disabling head injuries.

Whatever your reasons are for not wearing a helmet, they are
going to seem pretty stupid after an accident.
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Interesting Introductions Anchor Chart (from Module 3)
1. Catches the reader’s attention: something that hooks a reader into wanting to read more
2. Makes the reader want to read more: something that makes your reader curious about
what’s coming next
3. Is appropriate to purpose and audience: something that makes the reader feel your piece is
going to be an interesting and enjoyable experience and worth their time
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Catchy Conclusions Anchor Chart (from Module 3)
Your conclusion should explain exactly why your opinion is worth considering.
• Remind the reader of your opinion, but don’t just state it again word-for-word from your
introduction.
• Summarize the reasons for your opinion. Make connections between the reasons.
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Critique Protocol Anchor Chart
Be Kind: Treat others with dignity and respect.
Be Specific: Focus on why something is good or what, particularly, needs improvement.
Be Helpful: The goal is to help your partner improve his or her work.
Participate: Support one another. Your feedback is valued!
Directions
1. Author and listener: Review the area of critique focus from the rubric.
2. Author: Reads his or her piece.
3. Listener: Gives feedback based on rubric criteria: “I like how you ____________.” “You might
consider_______________.”
4. Author: Records feedback.
5. Author: “Thank you for _______________. My next step will be ____________.”
6. Switch roles and repeat.
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Peer Critique Note-catcher
Command of Evidence
I can identify evidence a speaker provides to support particular points (SL.4.3)
What is the main point of your partner’s PSA?

What evidence did your partner give to support his or her point?

Revision goal:
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Peer Critique Note-catcher
Speaking and Oral Presentation
Learning Target

Feedback for my partner

I can speak clearly and
at an understandable
pace in the oral
presentation of my
public service
announcement.
(SL.4.4)

First read

Second read

I can use formal
English in the oral
presentation of my
public service
announcement.
(SL.4.6)

Rehearsal goal:
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PSA Exemplars
Book People Unite (Reading campaign):
https://www.psacentral.org/assetInfo.do?assetTitle=Book%20People%20Unite&assetId=11489
Only You (Wildfire prevention campaign):
https://www.psacentral.org/assetInfo.do?assetTitle=Only%20You&assetId=3398
Sneaker (Child passenger safety campaign):
https://www.psacentral.org/assetInfo.do?assetTitle=Sneaker&assetId=8443
Harper (Pet adoption campaign):
https://www.psacentral.org/assetInfo.do?assetTitle=Harper&assetId=7115
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Criteria for a Visual Anchor Chart
What do the exemplars have in common?

My visual will include:
• title of PSA
• sources used
• one picture
• one quote from an informational text used to research
The picture and quote must support the main point of my PSA.
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Creating a Visual Graphic Organizer
Topic: The Importance of Voting
Main point of PSA:

Title of PSA:

Sources used:

What is the main point of your partner’s PSA?

What evidence did your partner give to support his or her point?

Revision goal:
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End of Unit 3 Assessment:
Presentation of Public Service Announcement about the Importance of Voting
Part I
Directions: For two classmates, complete the chart as you listen to the presentation.
I can identify the reason a speaker provides to support a particular point. (SL.4.3)
I can identify evidence a speaker provides to support particular points. (SL.4.3)
Presenter’s
name

Title of PSA

Reasons that support the
presenter’s main point

43

Evidence that support
the presenter’s reasons

End of Unit 3 Assessment:
Presentation of Public Service Announcement about the Importance of Voting
Part II
Directions: Use the checklist below to self-assess your visual.
I can add audio or visual support to a presentation in order to enhance main ideas or themes. (SL.4.5)
My Assessment
I included the title of my PSA on my visual.

I included the sources I used in the research of my PSA
on my visual.

I included at least one picture on my visual.

I included at least one quote or statistic on my visual.

My picture and quote support the main idea of my
PSA.
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My Teacher’s
Assessment

End of Unit 3 Assessment:
Presentation of Public Service Announcement about the Importance of Voting
On the lines below, justify your self-assessment.
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Tracking My Progress End of Unit 3
Name:
Date:

Learning Target: I can speak clearly and at an understandable pace when presenting my public
service announcement.
1. The target in my own words is:

2. How am I doing? Circle one.

I need more help to learn this

I understand some of this

3. The evidence to support my self-assessment is:
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I am on my way!

Tracking My Progress End of Unit 3
Name:
Date:

Learning Target: I can identify reasons and evidence that supports the points my peers make in
their PSAs.
1. The target in my own words is:

2. How am I doing? Circle one.

I need more help to learn this

I understand some of this

3. The evidence to support my self-assessment is:

47

I am on my way!

Learning Resources
CoSer 501
Educational Media

Equal Opportunity Notice
CA BOCES hereby advises students, parents, employees and the general public that it offers employment,
programs and educational opportunities, including vocational education opportunities, without regard to gender,
race, color, national origin, handicap or any other legally protected status. Inquiries regarding this nondiscrimination policy and grievance procedures may be directed to :
Human Resources Director, Cattaraugus-Allegany BOCES, 1825 Windfall Road, Olean, NY 14760; 716-3768237.

