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Mystery Picture

"The massacre perpetrated in King Street Boston on March 5th 1770", Rare Book and Special Collections Division, Libraruy of Congress.
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3a45748/
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Gallery Walk Document 1

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C LC-DIG-ppmsca-15704
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Gallery Walk Document 2

Daniels, John H. & Sons. "The Battle of Lexington". Prints and Photographs Division, Library of Congress. http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2004669976/
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Gallery Walk Document 2

allery Walk Document 3

Currier & Ives., "Destruction of tea at Boston Harbor". Prints and Photographs Division, Library of Congress. http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3b52022/
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Gallery Walk Document 4

Library of Congress, Rare Book and Special Collections Division
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Gallery Walk Document 5

Library of Congress, Rare Book and Special Collections Division
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Gallery Walk Document 6

Declaration of Independence (US 1776)
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Gallery Walk Document 7

Currier, N."Declaration of Independence: July 4th 1776". Prints and Photographs Division, Library of Congress.
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3b50118/
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Gallery Walk Document 8

“We hold these truths to
be self-evident, that all
men are created equal,
that they are endowed by
their creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life,
Liberty, and the pursuit
of Happiness.”
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What Do You See? Note-catcher
Part I: Mystery Picture
Name:
Date:

Observations (NOTICE)

Inferences

Knowledge

Describe exactly what you see
in the photo.
• What people and objects are
shown?

Say what you conclude from
what you see.
• What’s going on in the
picture?

Summarize what you already
know about the situation and
time period shown, and the
people and objects that appear.

• How are they arranged?

• Who are the people and
what are they doing?

• What is the physical setting?
• What other details can you
see?

• What might be the function
of the objects?
• What can we conclude about
the time period?

Further Research (WONDER)
What questions has the photo raised?

What are some sources I can use to find
answers?
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What Do You See? Note-catcher
Part II: Gallery Walk
Document

Observations
(NOTICE)

Inferences

Picture/
text you are
looking
at/reading.

Describe exactly
Say what you
what you see/read conclude from
in the photo/text. what you
see/read.
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Knowledge

Further
Research
(WONDER)

Summarize what
you know about
the situation and
time period
shown/described.

What questions
has the
photo/text
raised?

Revolutionary War
April 19, 1775, marked the end of an era. At dawn that day, British troops fired on American colonists
in Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts. This was the beginning of the American Revolution. The
war started as a fight for the rights of English people in Britain’s 13 American colonies. But those
people soon declared—and won—their independence from Britain. They created a new nation—the
United States of America.
The Founders
Many people made American independence possible. A group of them are known as the founders of
the United States. The best known are George Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin
Franklin, and Alexander Hamilton.
George Washington led the American military forces—the Continental Army—to victory over the
British. He later became the first president of the United States. John Adams was the strongest
supporter of American independence. He became the first vice president of the United States and its
second president. Thomas Jefferson wrote the Americans’ Declaration of Independence. He became
the nation’s third president.
Benjamin Franklin was the oldest of the founders. He was 70 when the Declaration of Independence
was signed. Franklin helped get France to become an ally of the United States. Both during and after
the Revolution, Alexander Hamilton urged Americans to form a stronger union of the states.
Events Leading to the Revolution
Britain established its first colony in North America in 1607. By the early 1760s, there were 13 colonies.
These were Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey,
New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, and Virginia. About 1.5
million colonists lived there. The colonies were far away from Britain, and they were used to running
their own affairs. Each had its own assembly. They ran the everyday business of the colonies and
collected taxes. Britain rarely taxed the Americans.
The French and Indian War (1754–63) changed that. Britain won that war against France. But the war
was costly, and Britain owed a lot of money. Britain also needed money to keep up its army in North
America. The British government therefore decided to tax the Americans.
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Revolutionary War
Colonial Opposition
The British Parliament passed the Stamp Act in 1765. It taxed newspapers and almost everything else
that was printed. This angered the colonists. Why, they asked, should we pay taxes to Britain?
The colonists decided to fight against the taxes. Representatives of nine of the colonies met in New
York in 1765. They formed the Stamp Act Congress. It said the colonists should boycott (refuse to buy)
British goods. Groups called the Sons of Liberty also fought against British taxes. They often used
violence against British tax collectors.
The colonists’ opposition forced Parliament to repeal (withdraw) the Stamp Act. This made the
colonists aware of their power. Other British attempts to impose new taxes only made things worse.
Boston was the center of opposition to Britain’s tax policies. In 1770, a raggedy crowd of people
taunted some British soldiers. The frightened soldiers shot into the crowd, killing five Americans. The
Boston Massacre, as it was called, led to a new boycott.
Parliament again gave in. It removed all taxes except for one on tea, the most popular drink in the
colonies. The Americans were outraged. On the night of December 16, 1773, a group of men boarded
British ships in Boston harbor. They threw the cargoes of tea overboard. This action became known as
the Boston Tea Party.
The British Parliament then passed four harsh measures in 1774. The colonists called them the
Intolerable Acts. The acts closed the port of Boston. They took away many of Massachusetts’ rights of
self-government. And they allowed British troops to be housed in private homes.
These measures only served to unite the colonists. More and more of them felt that their basic
liberties were at stake. In 1774, representatives of all the colonies except Georgia met in Philadelphia
at the First Continental Congress. They tried to get Britain to resolve the issues peacefully. But they
were ready to fight if it became necessary.
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Revolutionary War
War and Independence
The American Revolution is also called the Revolutionary War and the American War of
Independence. The first shots of that war were fired on April 19, 1775. British troops were in
Lexington, Massachusetts, searching for hidden arms. Waiting for the British were 77 minutemen.
They were colonists who were trained to be “ready in a minute.” No one knows who fired first. But
eight Americans were killed. That same day, British and American soldiers fought again at nearby
Concord. The news spread through the colonies, which quickly prepared for war.
But not all colonists were ready for a complete break with Britain. Hundreds of thousands were still
loyal to Britain and its king. They opposed independence. They were known as Loyalists or Tories.
Hundreds of thousands of other colonists were neutral. They were not sure if they wanted a complete
break with Britain.
The question of independence was finally decided at the Second Continental Congress. That Congress
began in Philadelphia on May 1775, the month after the fighting started. At first, the delegates were
just as divided as the rest of the colonists. They debated the issue for more than a year. Finally, the
delegates adopted the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. It declared that the 13 colonies
were “free and independent states.”
The Congress decided to create a Continental Army, and it picked George Washington to lead it. In
addition, it adopted the Articles of Confederation. This created a confederation, or loose union, of the
13 states. The Articles also set up a legislature called the Congress of the Confederation. The Congress
was the central government of the Confederation.
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Revolutionary War
Victory at Yorktown and Peace
Starting in 1778, the British focused their efforts on the southern colonies. In the Carolinas and
Virginia, British general Charles Cornwallis defeated the Americans in one battle after another. The
situation there seemed hopeless.
Then the French came to the rescue. General Rochambeau and some 5,000 French troops arrived in
1780. And a French fleet arrived in 1781.
At that time, General Cornwallis had an army of more than 6,000 British troops at Yorktown, Virginia.
Washington led his American and French troops there. For the first time in the war, Washington had
a larger military force than the British.
Yorktown was the last major battle of the war. Peace talks began in Paris, France, in 1782. The Treaty
of Paris was signed in 1783. The new nation had been tested on the battlefield. Now the war was over.
For the first time, Britain recognized the United States of America as an independent country.

Revolutionary War." The New Book of Knowledge. Grolier Online, 2013. Web. 3 Dec. 2013. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Scholastic Library
Publishing, Inc.
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Text-Dependent Questions:
“Revolutionary War”
Name:
Date:
Directions: Use evidence when answering each question.
1. In section “Events Leading to the Revolution,” what does the word “assembly” mean? What
evidence in the text helps you know?

2. Why was having their own assembly so important to the colonies?
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Text-Dependent Questions:
“Revolutionary War”
3. In the section “Colonial Oppression,” the text says, “These measures only served to unite the
colonists. More and more of them felt that their basic liberties were at stake.” What did Britain do
to the colonists that caused them to feel their basic liberties were threatened?

4. Why were the Loyalists opposed to independence from Britain?

5. The colonists who wanted independence from Britain were called Patriots. Why did the Patriots
feel so strongly about breaking from the British rule in order to form their own nation?
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American Revolution Vocabulary Notebook
Name:
Date:
Vocabulary Notebook Criteria for Adding Words: Determine if a word should be added to
your notebook using the following criteria:
• The word is important for understanding the topic.
• The word is likely to be in another text on this topic.
• I am likely to use this word when writing about the topic.

Word/Phrase

Definition

Vocabulary strategy
I used to learn this
word:

revolution

removing a
government by force
and creating a new
government

dictionary
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Sketch/Diagram

American Revolution Vocabulary Notebook
Word/Phrase

Definition

Vocabulary strategy
I used to learn this
word:
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Sketch/Diagram

American Revolution Vocabulary Notebook
Word/Phrase

Definition

Vocabulary strategy
I used to learn this
word:

20

Sketch/Diagram

American Revolution Vocabulary Notebook
Word/Phrase

Definition

Vocabulary strategy
I used to learn this
word:
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Sketch/Diagram

What Happened and Why Graphic Organizer
Name:
Date:
Source: __________________________________________
When
(When did it happen?)

What
(What happened? Describe the
event outlined in the text.)
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Why
(Why was this event important?
How did it impact others? How
did it impact other events?)

What Happened and Why Graphic Organizer
When
(When did it happen?)

What
(What happened? Describe the
event outlined in the text.)
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Why
(Why was this event important?
How did it impact others? How
did it impact other events?)

What Happened and Why Graphic Organizer
Summary:
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“Loyalists”
The Loyalists were colonists who stayed loyal to Britain and King George III during the American
Revolution. They were against American independence. There were about 500,000 Loyalists when
the American Revolution started in 1775. That was about 16 percent of the total population.
Loyalists, also known as Tories, lived in all the colonies. They were strongest in the south, especially
Georgia and South Carolina. Many also lived in the Mid-Atlantic colonies. New York had at least three
times as many Loyalists as any other colony.
Who Were the Loyalists?
Many important and powerful people were Loyalists. Thomas Hutchinson was a famous historian and
governor of Massachusetts. John Copley of Massachusetts was a famous painter. Peter Harrison of
Rhode Island was the greatest architect of the time. Some Loyalists, like Joseph Galloway of
Pennsylvania, did not like Britain’s harsh treatment of the colonies. But they remained loyal to Britain.
They did not want to break away from their country.
Even Benjamin Franklin’s son William was a Loyalist. He was the colonial governor of New Jersey.
His father urged him to join the patriot cause, but he refused. The patriots put William in jail in 1776.
He was released in 1778 and went to New York City, which was occupied by British forces. There he
became head of the Board of Associated Loyalists. The Board helped direct Loyalist military activities.
William Franklin left New York for Britain in 1782 and never returned.
Most colonists who worked for Britain as crown officials were Loyalists. But Loyalists came from
other groups as well. Rich people and poor people joined the Loyalist ranks. They were bakers and
bankers, farmers and sailors. Every religious group had its share of Loyalists, too. Their ancestries
were English, Irish, Welsh, Scottish, German, and Dutch.
Some black slaves joined the Loyalist cause. They had been offered freedom by the Loyalist leaders.
But there were far more American Indians who sided with Britain. Joseph Brant, the leader of the
Mohawks, remained loyal to Britain. So did some of the other leaders of the Iroquois Confederacy.
Brant was even made a captain in the British Army. In 1777 and 1778, he led Indian forces against
American settlements in New York and Pennsylvania.
The patriots fought hard for their cause during the Revolution. The Loyalists did too. Some were spies.
Some served in the regular British Army. Others fought in militias. About 19,000 men fought in more
than 40 Loyalist units. The largest of these was Cortlandt Skinner’s New Jersey Volunteers.
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“Loyalists”
Many Loyalists Flee
The patriots believed the Loyalists were a serious threat to the Revolution. In January 1776, before the
Declaration of Independence, the Second Continental Congress resolved that some Loyalists “ought to
be disarmed, and the more dangerous of them … kept in safe custody …” After independence on July 4,
1776, some states passed laws to control the Loyalists. Their homes and property were taken away.
They were beaten, tarred and feathered, and sometimes killed. This caused thousands of Loyalists to
flee. During much of the American Revolution, the British army occupied New York City. Loyalists
fleeing other states gathered there.
By the end of the American Revolution in 1783, about 100,000 Loyalists had fled to other countries.
Some went to Britain, others to British colonies in Florida and the Caribbean. At least half the
Loyalists went to Canada. They moved into the province of Nova Scotia. And they settled on lands that
would become the provinces of New Brunswick and Ontario. Most Loyalists, however, stayed in the
United States. And after the peace treaty was signed in 1783, some Loyalists who had fled returned to
the United States.
Mohawk chief Joseph Brant was not one of them. He fled to Canada with thousands of Mohawks and
other Native Americans. The British government gave him a large area of land in what is now Ontario.
Loyalists did not support American independence. But they were an important part of American
history. The British called the American Revolution a rebellion. The patriots called it a war for
independence. The Loyalists made the war into a civil war.

"Loyalists." The New Book of Knowledge. Grolier Online, 2013. Web. 3 Dec. 2013. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Scholastic Library Publishing, Inc.
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Text-Dependent Questions:
“Loyalists”
Name:
Date:
Directions: Answer the following questions using specific evidence from the text to support your
thinking.
1. Using evidence from the text, write a definition for loyalist in your own words.
Text Evidence

2. According to the text, the loyalist presence in the American colonies was strongest in:
A.
B.
C.
D.

New England
the Mid-Atlantic colonies
the South
New York

Text Evidence
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Text-Dependent Questions:
“Loyalists”
3. The text says: “Loyalists fleeing other states gathered there (New York City).” Why does the text
say that many Loyalists went to live in New York City?
A. The British army occupied New York City during much of the Revolutionary War
B. Loyalists were more likely to be merchants and therefore wanted to live near the New York City
harbor
C. The mayor of New York City put out a decree welcoming Loyalists to stay in the city
D. The King of Britain came to visit New York City
Text Evidence

4. Speaking about Mohawk chief Joseph Brant, the text says: “The British government gave him a
large area of land in what is now Ontario (Canada).” Use evidence from the text to make an
inference: Why do think the British gave this loyalist land after the war ended?
Text Evidence
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Text-Dependent Questions:
“Loyalists”
5. This text uses different words to describe the American Revolution: “The British called the
American Revolution a rebellion. The Patriots called it a war for independence. The Loyalists
made the war into a civil war.” Discuss why they might have used different terms to describe the
same event.
Text Evidence
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Main Idea and Supporting Details Graphic Organizer
Name:
Date:
Source: __________________________________________
Section Title: Introduction
Main Idea:

Supporting Details:

Section Title:
Main Idea:

Supporting Details:

Section Title:
Main Idea:

Supporting Details:
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Main Idea and Supporting Details Graphic Organizer
Main Idea Statement: Below, record the main idea of the entire text. What was the text
about overall?

Summary of “Loyalists”:
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Private Yankee Doodle

With permission by Thomas Fleming. Copyright, Thomas Fleming. Published in Boys' Life Magazine, July 2003.
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Mid-Unit 1 Assessment:
Reading and Answering Questions about the Revolutionary War
Name:
Date:
Long-Term Learning Targets Assessed:
I can explain what a text says using specific details from the text. (RI.4.1)
I can make inferences using specific details from the text. (RI.4.1)
I can summarize informational. (RI.4.2)
Directions:
1. Read “Private Yankee Doodle.”
2. Answer the questions that follow.
1.) According to the text, how do we know what we know about Joseph Plumb Martin?
A. A soldier in Martin’s regiment kept a diary about him.
B. George Washington wrote a story about him.
C. He kept a diary of his adventures during the war.
D. A British soldier kept a diary about him.
2.) Read this line from section with the heading “Starvation Time”:
“Night after night they dined, as Martin put it in his humorous way, ‘upon a leg of nothing and no
turnips.’”
What does Martin mean by this?
A. He and the regiment had nothing to eat.
B. He and the regiment were thirsty.
C. He and the regiment had plenty to eat.
D. He and the regiment liked turnips.
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Mid-Unit 1 Assessment:
Reading and Answering Questions about the Revolutionary War
3.) In the text, Thomas Fleming wrote, “Things got worse for Martin in that first battle.” How were
things bad for Martin during the first battle?
A. Martin had no shoes or socks.
B. American officers ordered a retreat that turned into a stampede.
C. American soldiers did not have much water to drink.
D. The British army captured a fort on the Delaware River.

4.) The last section has the heading “Victory at Last.” Why is this a good heading for this section?
A. The section is about how the British won the war.
B. The section is about how Martin was promoted to sergeant.
C. The section is about how Martin wrote about his adventures.
D. The section is about how the British surrendered and the Americans won the war.
5.) Read this line from section with the heading “Holding the Fort”:
“It was, Martin later wrote, ‘in the cold month of November,’ and he had ‘not a scrap of either shoes or
stockings to my feet or legs.’”
Based on this statement, how did Martin and the regiment feel while defending the fort on the
Delaware River?
A. He and the regiment were hungry because food and water were scarce.
B. He and the regiment were comfortable because they had shoes and socks.
C. He and the regiment were scared while defending the fort from the British.
D. He and the regiment were cold because they didn’t have any shoes or socks.
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Mid-Unit 1 Assessment:
Reading and Answering Questions about the Revolutionary War
6.) Which word below has a similar meaning to the word retreat as it is used in the following line from
the text?:
“When thousands of British troops came in rowboats toward Martin and his compatriots, panicky
American officers ordered a retreat.”
A. to leave
B. move forward
C. battle
D. continue
7.) Which line from the text helps you to infer the meaning of the word retreat?
A. “He finally found his regiment, and the next day they fought a battle with the British, driving
them back.”
B. “After three terrible weeks, General Washington ordered Martin and his regiment to
evacuate the wrecked fort.”
C. “His regiment was ordered to defend a fort on the Delaware River.”
D. “The war dragged on, and Martin fought bravely in several more battles.”
Short Response:
8.) After reading the article “Private Yankee Doodle,” write a paragraph that summarizes what the text
is about. Be sure to include the main idea of the text with supporting details.
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Tracking My Progress Mid-Unit 1
Name:
Date:
Learning Target: I can explain what happens in a text about the Revolutionary War using details from
the text.
1. The target in my own words is:

2. How am I doing? Circle one.

I need more help to learn this

I understand some of this

3.The evidence to support my self-assessment is:
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I am on my way!

Tracking My Progress Mid-Unit 1
Name:
Date:
Learning Target: I can summarize an informational text about the Revolutionary War.
1. The target in my own words is:

2. How am I doing? Circle one.

I need more help to learn this

I understand some of this

3.The evidence to support my self-assessment is:
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I am on my way!

“An Incomplete Revolution”
Thousands of American blacks, both slave and free, fought in the American Revolution. Many slaves
hoped the war would bring about their emancipation. But their struggle for freedom had just begun.
March 5, 1770, began like any other day in Boston, Massachusetts. Outside the city’s Custom House,
British soldiers stood guard as they had for two years. Many colonists hated the soldiers, who were a
reminder that they had to obey British laws.
On that day, Crispus Attucks, a tall “near giant of a man,” joined a crowd gathering at the Custom
House. A young boy was shouting rude remarks at a British solider. Suddenly, the soldier lost his
temper and struck the boy with the butt of his gun.
The scene soon got out of hand. More colonists, armed with sticks and clubs, joined the mob.
Frightened British soldiers fired into the crowd. When it was over, Attucks and four other Americans
lay dead or dying.
The skirmish, known as the Boston Massacre, was one of several incidents that led to the American
Revolution (1775–1783). Crispus Attucks, an escaped slave, was the first of many blacks to die in the
long struggle for American independence.
The Struggle Begins
The American Revolution began in 1775 when American soldiers calling themselves “patriots” fired at
British soldiers in Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts, sparking full-fledged battles.
Approximately 25,000 to 30,000 blacks, slave and free, took part in the major battles of the
Revolution. But they fought for different reasons than white colonists.
Most white colonists who fought in the Revolution were angry because they had to pay taxes to Britain
yet had no representatives in Britain’s parliament. They believed they had a God-given right to selfgovernment and freedom. King George III was taking away those rights, they believed.
Many black Americans, however, fought because they wanted freedom from slavery. They were willing
to fight for whichever side promised them independence. “Whoever invoked the image of liberty, be
he American or British,” wrote historian Benjamin Quarles, “could count on a ready response from
the blacks.”
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“An Incomplete Revolution”
An Offer of Freedom
In 1775, the British, in desperate need of soldiers, promised liberty and protection to slaves who
would fight on their side. Between 10,000 and 20,000 black men offered their services to the king.
The British used them as laborers, orderlies, scouts, and spies. Slaves made excellent scouts and spies
because they knew the location of local roads and rivers, which British soldiers did not.
The British also gave guns to blacks. Lord Dunmore, British governor of the colony of Virginia,
enlisted 500 slaves in what became known as “Lord Dunmore’s Ethiopian Regiment.” In a letter to
England, Dunmore wrote, “My Negroes fought with skill and valor. Daily, new men arrive to join us.”
It was the first black regiment raised by either side during the Revolution.
Jupiter Charles was one of the slaves who fought in Lord Dunmore’s regiment. Jupiter told his mother
why he wanted to fight for the British: “Mama, I could stay and let them [his masters] work me into a
young grave, or I can fight my way and see how I end up. Besides, I have a score to settle.”
Many states desperately tried to prevent slaves from helping the British. The Virginia Gazette
published frantic appeals for the loyalty of slaves tempted by Britain’s offer: “Be not then, ye negroes,
tempted by the proclamation to ruin yourselves.”
American appeals often fell on deaf ears. A Baltimore newspaper described one incident in which 21
Maryland slaves stole their master’s boat and sailed away to the British.
Patriot Soldiers
Britain’s policy of recruiting slaves terrified many American slave owners. When the Revolution began,
blacks could not enlist in the Continental Army. Slave owners feared that slaves might rebel if they
were given guns. But as the need for soldiers grew, free blacks, as well as slaves, were allowed to enlist.
Between 5,000 and 7,000 blacks joined the Continental Army. Some did so because they believed in
the ideals of freedom and liberty. Jehu Grant, who fled slavery and joined the patriots, remembered,
“When I saw liberty poles and people engaged for support of freedom, I could not but like and be
pleased with such a thing.” For slaves like Grant, the words of the Declaration of Independence had
special meaning. “All men are created equal,” proclaims the Declaration, with rights to “Life, Liberty,
and the Pursuit of Happiness.”
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“An Incomplete Revolution”
For slaves who could get to Rhode Island, fighting for the patriots brought freedom. In 1778, Rhode
Island did not have enough white soldiers to send to the Continental Army. So the state declared that
any slave who volunteered for the Rhode Island regiment would be set free.
Many blacks responded to the call. One observer wrote, “Three quarters of the Rhode Island regiment
consists of Negroes, and that regiment is the most neatly dressed, the best under arms, and the most
precise in its maneuvers.”
Many slaves did not win freedom by fighting for the Americans. Some Northern slave owners sent
their slaves to fight in their place. In some states, the master would receive the slave soldier’s pay or
even be reimbursed (paid back) if his “property” were killed. Only in a few states did a master have to
free a slave before sending him to fight.
Whatever their reasons for joining the patriots’ cause, many blacks were rewarded for their courage
and bravery. At the Battle of Bunker Hill, Peter Salem reportedly killed an important British officer
and became a hero. Salem Poor, a free black man, showed extraordinary courage during battle.
Fourteen officers asked Congress to give Poor “the Reward due to so great and Distinguished a
Character.”
James Armistead was a servant to General Charles Cornwallis, leader of the British forces. Armistead
also was a patriot spy who reported everything he saw and heard to General Lafayette of the
Continental Army. The information Armistead provided helped the patriots defeat Cornwallis at the
Battle of Yorktown (1781), the final battle of the Revolution. On the recommendation of General
Lafayette, the state of Virginia bought Armistead from his master and set him free. From that day on,
he called himself James Armistead Lafayette.
Free at Last?
These are just a few of the many stories of black Americans who served in the American Revolution.
The stories of many more may never be found or told. What is known is that by the end of the war,
more than 100,000 slaves were either freed or had escaped.
American blacks would not forget their experiences in the Revolution. The American victory
established the colonists’ right to self-government. But one important question remained unanswered:
When would blacks enjoy the freedoms they had fought so hard to win?

From Junior Scholastic , October 4,1999. Copyright © 1999 by Scholastic Inc. Reprinted by permission of Scholastic Inc.
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Text-Dependent Questions
“An Incomplete Revolution”
Name:
Date:
Directions: Answer the following questions using specific evidence from the text to support your
thinking.
1. Using evidence from the text, write a definition for emancipation in your own words.
Text Evidence

2. What was important about the Boston Massacre? Cite two reasons given by the text.
Text Evidence

3.

According to the text, how did the Revolutionary War begin and who was responsible?

Text Evidence
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Text-Dependent Questions
“An Incomplete Revolution”
4.

Compare and contrast: The text explains that white colonists and blacks had different reasons for
fighting in the Revolution. Use the Venn diagram below to compare these reasons. Use evidence
from the text to complete the diagram.
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Text-Dependent Questions
“An Incomplete Revolution”
5. For what reasons did blacks fight for the British during the Revolution?
Text Evidence

6. In the section “Patriot Soldiers,” the text says, “Britain’s policy of recruiting slaves terrified many
American slave owners.” What does the term recruiting mean? Which context clues help you
figure out the meaning of this word?
Text Evidence

7. Why weren’t blacks allowed to join the Continental (Patriot’s) Army at the beginning of the
Revolution?
Text Evidence
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Text-Dependent Questions
“An Incomplete Revolution”
8. For what reasons did blacks fight for the Patriots during the Revolution?
Text Evidence

9. Name one black Patriot named in the article and what he is known for.
Text Evidence

10. Did African Americans win their freedom at the end of the American Revolution?
Text Evidence
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Text Structure Types Handout
Name:
Date:

Text Structure

Signal Words

Description:
description of a
topic by listing
characteristics,
features, or
examples

many, some, most, one,
for example, for
instance, such as,
including

Chronology:
describing a
sequence of
events or
measuring time

Visual

*The topic word is often
repeated (ex. Snakes are
reptiles. Some snakes
can be venomous.)
before, in the beginning,
to start, first, next, then,
during, after, finally,
last, in the end
*Dates (ex. Sept. 18th)

Comparison:
examining
similarities and
differences

similar, same, alike,
both, unlike, different,
on the other hand,
however
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Text Structure Types Handout
Text Structure

Signal Words

Cause/Effect:
the relationship
between two events

since, because, if, then,
as a result of, causes,
therefore

Visual

Problem/Solution: problem, issue, since, as
solving something
a result, solution, so,
that needs to be fixed leads to
or changed
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Exit Ticket
Name:
Date:
Directions: In the circles below, record evidence from the text in order to compare and contrast
reasons why American blacks fought during the Revolutionary War.

British

Both
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Patriots

“Thomas Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence”
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“Thomas Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence”
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“Thomas Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence”
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“Thomas Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence”
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Close Reading Note-Catcher:
“Thomas Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence”
Name:
Date:
Focus question: How and why was the Declaration of Independence written?
1. What is the gist of this article?

2. Examine the picture on page 8 and
the caption for it on page 9. Then
use details from the text to answer
the questions on the right.

Who is in the picture?

What are they reading?

There are many papers on the floor in the foreground of the
picture. What might those papers be?

The caption says they were “reviewing a draft of the
Declaration of Independence.” Why were there many drafts
of the Declaration?
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Close Reading Note-Catcher:
“Thomas Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence”
3. Now, reread the title, subtitle, and
introduction silently. Then use
details from the text to answer the
questions on the right.

What do you think mightier means? What words in the text
make you think so?

The text says, “For Thomas Jefferson, the pen truly was
mightier than the sword.” How could a pen be mightier than
a sword?

4. Reread the last sentence of the
second paragraph. Then use details
from the text to answer the
questions on the right.
“We hold these truths to be selfevident, that all men are created
equal.”

5. Now, reread the first two
paragraphs in the section “A Gifted
Writer.” Then use details from the
text to answer the question on the
right.

Use text features to determine what self-evident means.

What is the main point of this sentence from the Declaration
of Independence? What words in the text make you think
so?

What words does the author use to describe Thomas
Jefferson?
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Close Reading Note-Catcher:
“Thomas Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence”
6. Take turns reading the third
paragraph to your partner. Then,
working together, use details from
the text to answer the questions on
the right.

Use text features to determine what delegate means.

Jefferson was sent to Philadelphia as a delegate to the
Second Continental Congress. According to the text, what
events led to the Second Continental Congress?
Why was there a Second Continental Congress?

What were the two main events described in these
paragraphs?
1.)

2.)

Stop Here. Continue with 7-11 in Lesson 10.
7. Take turns reading the fourth and
fifth paragraphs to your partner.
Then, working together, use details
from the text to answer the
questions on the right.

The text says, “Not everyone in Congress wanted
independence from Britain.” Using what you have learned in
this unit, what was the name of the group of people who did
not want independence from Britain?

What was the main event described in these paragraphs?
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Close Reading Note-Catcher:
“Thomas Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence”
8. Now, reread the first two
paragraphs in the section “A Gifted
Writer.” Then use details from the
text to answer the question on the
right.

The word dissolved means brought to an end. What did
Richard Henry Lee mean when he said, “… that all political
connection between them and the State of Great Britain is,
and ought to be, totally dissolved.”

What does the word debate mean? What words in the text
make you think so?

What were the two main events described in these
paragraphs?
1.)

2.)

9. Read the seventh paragraph. Then
use details from the text to answer
the question on the right.

The text says, “At the time, no one had any idea how
important this one would turn out to be.” Why did this
proposal turn out to be so important?
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Close Reading Note-Catcher:
“Thomas Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence”
10. Examine the picture and caption
on page 9. Then use details from
the text to answer the questions on
the right.

What is this a picture of?

What inferences can you make about Thomas Jefferson
based on this picture and caption?
I infer

because …

TEXT STRUCTURE
11. What is the structure of the section
“A Gifted Writer”? What words in
the text make you think so?

Summarize!

After thinking more closely about this section of the text, summarize what you think the section “A
Gifted Writer” is mostly about. Use several specific details from the text in your summary.
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End of Unit 1 Assessment:
Reading and Answering Questions about the Declaration of Independence
Name:
Date:
Long-Term Learning Targets Assessed:
I can explain what a text says using specific details from the text. (RI.4.1)
I can make inferences using specific details from the text. (RI.4.1)
I can explain the main points in a historical, scientific, or technical text, using specific details in the
text. (RI.4.3)
I can describe the organizational structure in an informational or persuasive text (chronology,
comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution). (RI.4.5)
Directions:
1. Read “Thomas Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence” by Kathy Wilmore for the gist.
2. Reread “Expressing the American Mind” through the end of the text and answer the questions that
follow.
3. Use evidence from the text to support your answers.

1. According to the text, what point led to debates in Congress?
A. That the colonies should be free and independent states
B. King George’s offenses against the American people
C. Ending slavery in America
D. Demanding the right of women to vote
2. Read this sentence from the section titled “Hang Together—or Separately”:
“The delegates wanted approval of the Declaration to be unanimous.”
Why was it important that all of the delegates agree on the Declaration?
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End of Unit 1 Assessment:
Reading and Answering Questions about the Declaration of Independence
3. Read the sentence from the section titled “The Test of Time”:
“The Declaration of Independence gave a renewed sense of purpose to the war that Americans had
been fighting for 16 months, and would wage for 7 more years.”
How did the Declaration give a renewed sense of purpose to the war?
A. They realized that the Declaration would have an enormous impact on the future.
B. The people of the United States were able to see in writing the ideals they were defending.
C. The Declaration of Independence’s influence far outlasted that war.
D. The Declaration’s call for “unalienable rights,” including “life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness,” has been admired and adopted worldwide.
4. Which word below has a similar meaning to the word influence as it is used in the following line
from the text:
“The Declaration of Independence’s influence far outlasted that war.”
A. effect
B. powerless
C. reason
D. weakness
5. Which line from the text helps you infer the meaning of the word influence in Question 4?
A. “On July 4, 1776, the Continental Congress officially adopted ‘The Unanimous Declaration of
the Thirteen United States of America.’”
B. “The Declaration of Independence gave a renewed sense of purpose to the war that Americans
had been fighting for 16 months, and would wage for 7 more years.”
C. “The Declaration’s call for ‘unalienable rights,’ including ‘life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness,’ has been admired and adopted worldwide.”
D. “Thomas Jefferson went on to achieve many other triumphs.”
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End of Unit 1 Assessment:
Reading and Answering Questions about the Declaration of Independence
6. What is the structure of the section “A Test of Time”?
A. chronology
B. description
C. cause/effect
D. problem/solution
7. List three examples from the text that support your answer for Question 7.

8. Using evidence from the text, complete the graphic organizer below.
What
(What happened? Describe the event outlined in
the text.)

Why
(Why was this event important? How did it
impact others? How did it impact other events?)

John Adams, Roger Sherman, Robert R.
Livingston, and Thomas Jefferson drafted the
Richard Henry Lee’s proposal.

The delegates of the Second Continental
Congress debated the draft of the Declaration of
Independence.

The Continental Congress officially adopted “The
Unanimous Declaration of the Thirteen United
States of America.”
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Tracking My Progress End of Unit 1 Recording Form
Name:
Date:

Learning Target: I can use details and examples to explain explicit information and inferences in
informational text.
1. The target in my own words is:

2. How am I doing? Circle one.

I need more help to learn this

I understand some of this

3.The evidence to support my self-assessment is:
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I am on my way!

Learning Resources
CoSer 501
Educational Media
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