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Animal Defenses Research Journal
Name:
Date:
KWL Chart: Animal Defense Mechanisms
Guiding question: How do animals’ bodies and behaviors help them survive?
I THINK I KNOW …
Information

Y/N

I WANT to
know …

1

I LEARNED …
Information

Source

Animal Defenses Research Journal:
Listening Closely Note-catcher
Source: Venom pages 16–17 and 19–20
Directions: Listen as Venom is read aloud. Use the table below to record your notes.
Examples of How Bees and Wasps
Protect Themselves

How This Helps Bees and Wasps
Survive

Venom pages 16–17

Venom pages 19–20

Other Facts about Bees and Wasps

Explain what this section of Venom was about?

2

Animal Defenses Research Journal:
Examining Visuals
Source: “Award-Winning Survival Skills: How Animals Elude Predators”
Directions:
Look at the visual on page 2 of “Award-Winning Survival Skills: How Animals Elude Prey.”
In the first column of the graphic organizer below, record three details you see in the visual.
In the second column of the graphic organizer, record the inferences you make based on these details.
**NOTE: Do NOT complete the right-hand column of the graphic organizer yet!
Read the article.
In the right-hand column of the graphic organizer, record details from the text that support your
inferences in the middle column.
Details from the Visual
(explicit information)

My Inferences
(what I infer about this
animal)

3

Details in the Text That
Support My Inferences
(confirmed with explicit
information)

Animal Defenses Research Journal:
Listening Closely Note-catcher
Source: Venom pages 26–27
Directions: Listen as Venom is read aloud. Use the table below to record your notes.
Examples of How Ants Protect
Themselves

How This Helps Ants Survive

Venom pages 26–27

Other Facts about Ants

Explain in your own words what this section of Venom was about:

4

Animal Defenses Research Journal:
Determining Main Ideas
Source: “Award-Winning Survival Skills”
Best Action Hero—The spiny pufferfish
Main Idea:

Supporting Details:

Best Special Effect—The three-banded armadillo
Main Idea:

Supporting Details:

5

Animal Defenses Research Journal:
Determining Main Ideas
Best Impersonator—The mimic octopus
Main Idea:

Supporting Details:

6

Animal Defenses Research Journal:
Listening Closely Note-catcher
Source: Venom pages 74–75
Directions: Listen as Venom is read aloud. Use the table below to record your notes.
Examples of How Pufferfish Protect
Themselves

How This Helps Pufferfish Survive

Venom pages 74–75

Other Facts about Pufferfish

Explain in your own words what this section of Venom was about:

7

Animal Defenses Research Journal:
Examining Visuals
Source: Animal Behaviors: Animal Defenses
1. Look at the visual in your group’s section of Animal Behaviors: Animal Defenses.
• Group 1—page 59
• Group 2—page 78
• Group 3—page 92
2. In the first column of the graphic organizer below, record three details you see in the visual.
3. In the second column of the graphic organizer, record the inferences you make based on these
details.
**NOTE: Do NOT complete the right-hand column of the graphic organizer yet!
1. Read your group’s assigned pages.
• Group 1—“Bad Smells, Bad Tastes, and Powerful Poisons” (page 55–top of 56, stopping at
“Poisonous Prey”; pages 58–60)
• Group 2—“Venomous Stings and Bites” (page 73; “How Venom Works” box on page 76;
“Stinging Tentacles” pages 77–78)
• Group 3—“Mimicry” (pages 91–94)
2. In the right-hand column of the graphic organizer, record details from your section of the text that
support your inferences in the middle column.
Details from the Visual
(explicit information)

My Inferences
(what I infer about this
animal)
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Details in the Text That Support
My Inferences
(confirmed with explicit information)

Animal Defenses Research Journal:
Determining Main Ideas
Source: Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses
Reread the text and identify the main idea for each section of the text.
“Avoiding Danger” pages 7–9, stopping at “Self-Defense”; last two paragraphs on page 21;
and “Escape Artists” first two paragraphs on page 22
Main Idea:

Supporting Details:

“Bad Smells, Bad Tastes, and Powerful Poisons” pages 55–56, stopping at “Poisonous Prey”;
pages 58–60
Main Idea:

Supporting Details:
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Animal Defenses Research Journal:
Determining Main Ideas
“Venomous Stings and Bites” page 73; “How Venom Works” box on page 76; “Stinging
Tentacles” pages 77–78
Main Idea:

Supporting Details:

“Mimicry” pages 91–94
Supporting Details:

10

Animal Defenses Research Journal:
Preparing for a Science Talk
Question: How do animals’ bodies help them survive?
Preparation: Look back in your Animal Defenses research journal and texts about animal defense
mechanisms to find evidence to help you answer the Science Talk question.
When I read or see that (evidence) …

It makes me think that animals’ bodies help
them survive by …

(Example)
most spiders are venomous (Venom page 8)

(Example)
I think that the venom paralyzes or kills the
spider’s prey and enemies.

11

Animal Defenses Research Journal:
Science Talk Notes and Goals
My Science Talk Notes: Ideas and Questions

My teacher’s feedback:

My goals for the next Science Talk:

12

Animal Defenses Research Journal:
Millipede Defense Mechanisms: KWL Chart
Guiding question: How do millipedes’ bodies and behaviors help them survive?
I THINK I KNOW …
Information

Y/N

I WANT to
know …

13

I LEARNED …
Information

Source

Animal Defenses Research Journal:
Millipede Defense Mechanisms
Listening Closely Note-catcher
Source: Venom page 15
Directions: Listen as Venom is read aloud. Use the table below to record your notes.
Examples of How Millipedes Protect
Themselves

How This Helps Millipedes Survive

Venom page 15

Other Facts about Centipedes and Millipedes

Explain in your own words what this section of Venom was about:

14

Animal Defenses Research Journal:
Millipede Defense Mechanisms
Determining the Main Idea
Source: __________________________________________
Reread the text and identify the main idea for each section of the text.
Main Idea:

Supporting Details:
Explicit information from text

Reading and Writing Like a Researcher:
Summarize page 15 of Venom. Use details from the text to support your explanation.

15

Animal Defenses Research Journal:
Millipede Defense Mechanisms
Listening Closely Note-catcher
Source: _________________________________________
Directions: Listen as the text is read aloud. Use the table below to record your notes.
Examples of How Millipedes
Protect Themselves

How This Helps Millipedes Survive

Other Interesting Things:
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Animal Defenses Research Journal:
“Poisonous Prey” Note-catcher
Source: __________________________________
Focus question: How do animals use poison to survive?
1. What is the gist of
this section of the
text?

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

2. Read Paragraph 1
aloud to a partner.
Then use the glossary
in the back of Animal
Behavior: Animal
Defenses to answer
the questions on the
right.

What does the word “predator” mean?

3. Now, reread the first
paragraph on page 56
silently. Then use
details from the text
to answer the
questions on the
right.

What is a poisonous animal? How is a poisonous animal different from a
venomous animal?

What does the word “prey” mean?

Who is usually poisonous, the predator or the prey?

What is the purpose of this paragraph? What sentence in the text makes
you think so?

17

Animal Defenses Research Journal:
“Poisonous Prey” Note-catcher
4. Take turns reading
the second and third
paragraphs on page
56 to your partner.
Then, working
together, use details
from the text to
answer the questions
on the right.

The text says, “If the bird swallows the monarch, it regrets it.” What do
you think “regret” means?

5. Look carefully at the
following quote:
“Scientists have
found that the mere
sight of a monarch
can cause these
‘educated’ birds to
gag and retch, as if
they were about to be
sick.” (page 56)
Together, use this
quote to answer the
questions on the
right.

What do you think “retch” means? What words in the text make you
think so?

Why would the bird regret it?

Why is the word educated in quotation marks?

What does an “educated bird” know?

How does poison help the monarch to survive?
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Animal Defenses Research Journal:
“Poisonous Prey” Note-catcher
6. Reread the focus
question. Using
evidence from the
text, write one way
animals use poison to
survive in the box on
the right.
Write the answer to
this question with
your red pencil.

7. Listen as your
teacher reads the
fourth paragraph on
page 56 aloud. Your
teacher will help you
to choose the right
strategy to use in
answering the
questions on the
right.

One way animals use poison to survive is _____________________
_________________________________________________
I think this because ___________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

What familiar word do you recognize in “entrap”?

What do you think “entrap” means?

What do you think “oozes” means? What words in the text make you
think so?

What do you think “affect” means? What words in the text make you
think so? How is this different from the meaning of the word “effect”? Use
a dictionary to help you figure out the difference.

What is the purpose of this paragraph? What sentence in the text makes
you think so?

19

Animal Defenses Research Journal:
“Poisonous Prey” Note-catcher
8. Using evidence from
the text, sketch what
the pill millipede
does when attacked
by a predator.

9. Reread the focusing
question. Using
evidence from the
text, write another
way animals use
poison to survive in
the box on the right.
Write the answer to
this question with
your red pencil.

Another way animals use poison to survive is __________________
_________________________________________________
I think this because ___________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

STOP HERE: Continue with the questions below in Lesson 12.
10. Reread the fifth
What is the purpose of this paragraph?
paragraph on page 56
(continued on page
57) silently. Then use
details from the text
What sentence in the text makes you think so?
to answer the
question on the right.

20

Animal Defenses Research Journal:
“Poisonous Prey” Note-catcher
11. Read the second
paragraph on page 57
to a partner. Look
carefully at the
following quote and
use it to answer the
questions on the
right:
“Poison dart frogs
(also called poison
arrow frogs), which
live in Central and
South America,
excrete a poisonous,
foul-tasting fluid
from their skin when
threatened.” (page
57)

What is another name for “poison dart frogs”? How do you know?

What do you think “toxic” means? What words in the text make you think
so?

The dash “-” in this quote is called a hyphen. Authors sometimes use a
hyphen to join two or more words together to make a new word, called a
“compound word.” What two words are joined together with a hyphen in
this quote?

CHALLENGE QUESTION: What part of speech is the compound word
“foul-tasting” in this sentence?:

The foul-tasting fluid helps the frog survive in two ways. What are they?

12. Think back to the
focus question. Using
evidence from the
text, write one way
animals use poison to
survive in the box on
the right.

Another way animals use poison to survive is __________________
_________________________________________________
I think this because ___________________________________
_________________________________________________

Write the answer to
this question with
your red pencil.

_________________________________________________
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Animal Defenses Research Journal:
“Poisonous Prey” Note-catcher
13. Examine the photo
and caption on page
57. Use details from
the text to answer the
questions on the
right.

Read the caption and look carefully at the photo. What single word in the
caption best describes what the photo is meant to show us?

What defense mechanism does the poison dart frog use to help it survive?

What do you think “excrete” means? What words in the text make you
think so?

What do poison dart frogs excrete? Use exact words from the text.

14. Reread the first
In the boxes below, draw a picture of each of the ways the text tells us that
paragraph on page 58 poisonous animals “stop an attack before it starts.” Be sure to label each
silently. Then use
picture with words from the text.
details from the text
to answer the
questions on the
right.
“Of course, if a
poisonous animal
had a choice, it would
rather not be
attacked in the first
place. It is better for
it to stop an attack
before it starts.”
(page 58)
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Animal Defenses Research Journal:
“Poisonous Prey” Note-catcher
Pulling it all together ...
WORD MEANING
15. Reread this note-catcher, noticing the
words in bold print. Turn and talk with a
partner about three ways you might figure
out the meaning of an unknown word.
Then, follow the directions on the right.

Add the definitions for “predator” and “prey” to the
glossary of your Animal Defenses research journal.
Choose three words in bold print on this note-catcher in
addition to “predator” and “prey.” Add the definitions of
these words to the glossary of your Animal Defenses
research journal.

SENTENCE MEANING
16. Look back at the answers you wrote in
red.
What do you notice about sentences that
tell the purpose of a paragraph? Hint: You
may need to look for these sentences in the
text to see a pattern.
THE BIG IDEA
17. Use the evidence you recorded on this
sheet, as well as additional evidence from
the text, to answer the question below in a
well-written paragraph.

THINK: Based on your observations about the
paragraphs in this text, what will be important to
consider when writing the first sentence of your own
paragraph?

Synthesize! Explain how animals use poison to survive (remember to use key words from the focus
question in your response):
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Animal Defenses Research Journal:
Preparing for a Science Talk
Question: Which millipede defense mechanism is most important? Why?
Preparation: Look back in your Animal Defenses research journal and texts about animal defense
mechanisms to find evidence to help you answer the Science Talk question.
When I read or see that (evidence) …

It makes me think that the most important
millipede defense mechanism is …
because …

(Example)
most spiders are venomous (Venom page 8)

(Example)
I think that the venom paralyzes or kills the
spider’s prey and enemies.
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Animal Defenses Research Journal:
Science Talk Notes and Goals
My Science Talk Notes: Ideas and Questions

Now that I have heard everyone’s reasons and their evidence, the millipede defense
mechanism I think is most important is

because

My teacher’s feedback:

My goals for the next Science Talk:
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Animal Defenses Research Journal:
Glossary

Word/Phrase

defenses/defense
mechanisms

Definition

Vocabulary strategy I
used to learn this
word:

how animals
protect themselves
or their kind

inferred from the
text

entrap

extract

frantically

habitat

injecting

26

Sketch/Diagram

Animal Defenses Research Journal:
Glossary

Word/Phrase

Definition

Vocabulary strategy I
used to learn this
word:

mimicry

predator

prey

poisonous

quickly

seizes

survive

27

Sketch/Diagram

Animal Defenses Research Journal:
Glossary

Word/Phrase

Definition

Vocabulary strategy
I used to learn this
word:

threaten

unpleasant

venom

poison that is
injected with
fangs, stingers, or
spines

defined in the text

warning

28

Sketch/Diagram

29

30

31

32

From Science World, November 8, 2002. Copyright © 2002 by Scholastic Inc. Reprinted with permission of Scholastic Inc.
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Hanging by a Thread

34

Hanging by a Thread

Copyright © 2009 Highlights for Children, Inc. Columbus, Ohio. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Mid-Unit 1 Assessment: Reading about Caterpillars,
Answering Questions, and Determining the Main Idea
Name:
Date:
Learning Targets Assessed:
I can determine the main idea using specific details from the text. (RI.4.2)
I can interpret information presented through charts or graphs. I can explain how that information
helps me understand the text around it. (RI.4.7)
I can determine the meaning of academic words or phrases in an informational text. (RI.4.4)
I can determine the meaning of content words or phrases in an informational text. (RI.4.4)
Part 1: Use the text to answer the questions below.
1. Look at the diagram on the first page of “Hanging by a Thread.”
2. In the first column of the graphic organizer below, record three details you see in the diagram.
3.

In the second column of the graphic organizer, record the inferences you make based on these
details.

**NOTE: Do NOT complete the right-hand column of the graphic organizer yet!

36

Mid-Unit 1 Assessment: Reading about Caterpillars,
Answering Questions, and Determining the Main Idea
**NOTE: Do NOT complete the right-hand column of the graphic organizer yet!
Details from the Diagram
(explicit information)

My Inferences
(what I infer about
caterpillars)

Details in the Text That
Support My Inferences
(confirmed with explicit
information)

*NOTE: Do NOT complete this right-hand
column of the graphic organizer until you
have done Steps 1–3 and have read the text in
Part 2

1.)

1.)

1.)

2.)

2.)

2.)

3.)

3.)

3.)
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Mid-Unit 1 Assessment: Reading about Caterpillars,
Answering Questions, and Determining the Main Idea
Part 2
Directions
1. Read “Hanging by a Thread” for the gist.
2. In the right-hand column of the graphic organizer above, record details from the text that
support your inferences in the middle column.
3. Reread the text to answer the following questions.
1. According to “Hanging by a Thread,” how do caterpillars know to spin a thread and jump off a leaf?
a. Caterpillars see the leaf wiggle from the predator moving.
b. Caterpillars hear the leaf wiggle from the predator moving.
c. Caterpillars smell their predators on the leaf.
d. Caterpillars feel the leaf wiggle from the predator moving.
2. According to “Hanging by a Thread,” what best describes what Dr. Castellanos and Dr. Barbosa did
to find out how caterpillars knew the predator was approaching?
a. They observed wasps approach caterpillars.
b. They recorded leaves vibrating.
c. They put caterpillars on leaves and used a machine to make the leaves vibrate in different ways.
d. They observed stinkbugs approach caterpillars.
3. Which line from the text is the best evidence to support the answer to Question 2?
a. “So when stinkbugs were on the leaf, caterpillars could hang from short threads and not be
noticed.”
b. “When the leaves shook the way a predator would shake them, caterpillars behaved as if a real
predator were on the leaf.”
c. “First, they needed to know how to make the leaf vibrate.”
d. “He knew the wasp was a caterpillar predator, which meant it ate caterpillars.”
38

Mid-Unit 1 Assessment: Reading about Caterpillars,
Answering Questions, and Determining the Main Idea
4. In the section “Knowing without Seeing,” the text says, “The scientists wanted to make the leaf
vibrate and watch what the caterpillar did.” Which word is a synonym for the word vibrate?
a. shake
b. hang
c. dangerous
d. be still
5. Which line from the text is the best evidence to support the answer to Question 4?
a. “It hung from the leaf by its thread.”
b. “When these insects walk on a leaf to eat a caterpillar, the leaf wiggles.”
c. “Could caterpillars tell the difference between something safe and something dangerous?”
d. “They used a special machine to record vibrations.”

39

Mid-Unit 1 Assessment: Reading about Caterpillars,
Answering Questions, and Determining the Main Idea
Part 3: Reread the text and determine the main idea for each section of the text.
Identify two details that support the main idea for each section.
Opening
Main Idea:

Supporting Details:

Knowing without Seeing
Main Idea:

Supporting Details:

Caterpillars Are Wiggle-Wise
Main Idea:

Supporting Details:
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Tracking My Progress Mid-Unit 1
Name:
Date:
Learning target: I can determine the main idea using specific details from the text.
1. The target in my own words is:

2. How am I doing? Circle one.

I need more help to learn this

I understand some of this

3.The evidence to support my self-assessment is:

41

I am on my way!

Tracking My Progress Mid-Unit 1
Learning target: I can interpret information presented through charts or graphs. I can explain how
that information helps me understand the text around it.
1. The target in my own words is:

2. How am I doing? Circle one.

I need more help to learn this

I understand some of this

3.The evidence to support my self-assessment is:
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I am on my way!

Tracking My Progress Mid-Unit 1
Learning target: I can determine the meaning of unfamiliar words in an informational text.
1. The target in my own words is:

2. How am I doing? Circle one.

I need more help to learn this

I understand some of this

3.The evidence to support my self-assessment is:
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I am on my way!

Common Affixes
Prefix: letter groups added to the beginning of a word that change or add to the meaning
Suffix: letter groups added to the end of a word that show the part of speech and/or add meaning
Prefix

Meaning

Example

dis-

not, opposite of

discover, dishonest

en-

cause to

enjoy, entrap

ex-

out

exit, excrete

in-, im-

not, opposite of

independent, impossible

in-, im-

in or into

inside, immigrate

inter-

between, among

international, interrupt

mid-

middle

midsemester, midnight

mis-

wrongly

mistake, misbehave

non-

not, opposite of

nonfiction, nonstop

over-

too much, above

overgrown, overdue

pre-

before

preschool, prepare

re-

again, back

return, redo, reflect

sub-

under, lower

submarine, submerge

super-

above, beyond

supermarket, superman

un-

not, opposite of

unhappy, uncomfortable

under-

too little, below

underfed, underground
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Common Affixes
Suffix

Meaning

Example

-ed

past-tense verbs

jumped, smiled

-er

comparative

bigger, smarter

-er, -or

person connected with

teacher, doctor

-est

comparative

biggest, softest

-ful

full of

cheerful, careful

-ible, -able

can be done

likeable, comfortable

-ing

verb form

playing, singing

-ion, -tion, -ation,
-ition

act, process

action, attention

-ity, -ty

state of

activity, honesty

-ive, -ative, -itive

adjective form of a noun

attentive, talkative

-less

without

helpless, careless

-ly

characteristic of

friendly, motherly

-ment

action or process

enjoyment, experiment

-ness

state of, condition of

happiness, darkness

-ous, -eous, -ious

having the qualities of

serious, poisonous

-s, -es

plurals

boys, millipedes

-y

characterized by

funny, rainy
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Exit Ticket
Name:
Date:
Part 1:
How do animals’ bodies and behaviors help them survive? Use evidence from your research and from
today’s Science Talk to support your answer.
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Part 2:
Which animal would you like to research and write about for the performance task? Rank the
following four choices, using a 1 for the animal you are most interested in researching and a 4 for the
animal you are least interested in researching.
________ Monarch butterfly
________ Three-banded armadillo
________ Mimic octopus
________ Gazelle
46

End of Unit 1 Assessment:
Answering Questions and Summarizing Texts about Animal Defense Mechanisms
Name:
Date:
Long-Term Learning Targets Assessed:
I can paraphrase portions of a text that is read aloud to me. (SL.4.2)
I can explain what a text says using specific details from the text. (RI.4.1)
I can make inferences using specific details from text. (RI.4.1)
I can determine the main idea using specific details from the text. (RI.4.2)
I can summarize informational or persuasive text. (RI.4.2)
Part 1: Listen to the narrator in the video. Complete the graphic organizer to
paraphrase what you hear.
More Facts about Camouflage as an Animal Defense Mechanism
Animals That Use
Camouflage

Examples of How
Camouflage Is Used

47

How This Helps Animals
Survive

End of Unit 1 Assessment:
Answering Questions and Summarizing Texts about Animal Defense Mechanisms
Explain in your own words what this video was about.
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End of Unit 1 Assessment:
Answering Questions and Summarizing Texts about Animal Defense Mechanisms
Part 2: Read “Hearing Sounds through the Ground” for the gist. Then reread the text
and use it to answer the questions below.

49

End of Unit 1 Assessment:
Answering Questions and Summarizing Texts about Animal Defense Mechanisms

Copyright © 2009 Highlights for Children, Inc. Columbus, Ohio. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

50

1. The third paragraph says, “Elephants rumble to warn other elephants that something dangerous is
near. When elephant herds hear this rumbling sound, they do things to keep their babies safe.
They clump into a tight group to keep their babies close. The entire elephant family turns toward
the source of rumbling. Then the elephants slowly leave, as if the rumbling were a warning.”
What is the main idea of this paragraph?
a. Elephant rumbling keeps elephant babies safe.
b. Elephant rumbling increases the chances of survival for the entire elephant herd.
c. Rumbling is a signal of danger.
d. When elephants hear rumbling, they leave.
2. Which line from the text is the best evidence to support the answer to Question 1?
a. “Elephants rumble to warn other elephants that something dangerous is near.”
b. “They clump into a tight group to keep their babies close.”
c. “The entire elephant family turns toward the source of the rumbling.”
d. “Then the elephants slowly leave.”

51

End of Unit 1 Assessment:
Answering Questions and Summarizing Texts about Animal Defense Mechanisms
3. Read the following sentence from Paragraph 5 of the text.
“The scientists played the noiseless shaking to the elephants and watched what the elephants would
do.”
Which explanation is most appropriate for why scientists played noiseless shaking to the elephants?
a. To determine if elephants might “listen” to the rumbling
b. To see how elephants protect their babies
c. To warn the elephants of danger
d. To cause the elephants to move to a new location
4. Which line from the text best explains why scientists still have more questions about how
elephants talk to one another?
a. “An elephant’s rumbling feels strange to humans.”
b. “The scientists thought it was possible that elephants ‘listen’ to the earth shaking
beneath their feet.”
c. “When elephants felt the ground rumble, they clumped into a group … even though they
did not hear the rumble call with their ears.”
d. “No one knows how elephants use these earth-shaking sounds in everyday life.”
5. In the third paragraph, the text says, “The entire elephant family turns toward the source of
rumbling.” What is the best definition of the word source as used in the context of this sentence?
a. thing from which something arises; origin
b. manufacturer
c. start of a stream or river
d. supplier of information
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End of Unit 1 Assessment:
Answering Questions and Summarizing Texts about Animal Defense Mechanisms
6. Select one sentence from the text that shows a similarity between elephants and humans. Record
the sentence below.

7. List one detail from the text that supports the conclusion that rumbling serves as an elephant
defense mechanism.

Part 3: Reread the text and determine the main idea of the text. Identify three details
that support the main idea.
Hearing Sounds through the Ground
Main Idea:

Supporting Details:
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End of Unit 1 Assessment:
Answering Questions and Summarizing Texts about Animal Defense Mechanisms
Part 4: Summarizing the Text: After thinking more closely about this text, summarize what you
think this reading is mostly about. Use several specific details from the text in your summary.
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Tracking My Progress End of Unit 1
Name:
Date:
Learning target: I can determine the main idea using specific details from the text
1. The target in my own words is:

2. How am I doing? Circle one.

I need more help to learn this

I understand some of this

3.The evidence to support my self-assessment is:
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I am on my way!

Tracking My Progress End of Unit 1
Name:
Date:

Learning target: I can summarize a text using the main idea and supporting details found in the
text.
1. The target in my own words is:

2. How am I doing? Circle one.

I need more help to learn this

I understand some of this

3.The evidence to support my self-assessment is:
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I am on my way!

Tracking My Progress End of Unit 1
Name:
Date:
Learning target: I can paraphrase information presented in a text read aloud to me.
1. The target in my own words is:

2. How am I doing? Circle one.

I need more help to learn this

I understand some of this

3.The evidence to support my self-assessment is:
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I am on my way!
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Educational Media
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