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Notice

Record

Explain

Wondering

Discuss
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Carousel Sheet 1
Directions: Read the following quote and record what you notice and wonder.

“I don’t want to because boys
don’t write poetry.” –Jack
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Carousel Sheet 2
Directions: Watch the following video and record what you notice and wonder. Replay as many
times as you like.
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/features/video/18

3

Carousel Sheet 3
Directions: Examine the pictures and record what you notice and wonder.

Public Domain

Public Domain

Photo Walter Dean Myers

Creative Commons
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Carousel Sheet 4
Directions: R
Read the following quote and record what you notice and wonder.

“Whose woods these are I think I know.
His house is in the village, though.”
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Carousel Sheet 5
Directions: Read the following quote and record what you notice and wonder.

“Maybe he was just making
pictures with words.” –Jack
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Carousel Sheet 6
Directions: Listen to the following and record what you notice and wonder. Replay as many times as
you like.
Expeditionary Learning is seeking permission to reproduce this material. When permission is
granted, an updated version of this lesson will be posted at www.engageny.org and
commoncoresuccess.elschools.org.

Source (for teacher reference only): https://media.sas.upenn.edu/pennsound/authors/Williams-WC/02_Library-of-Congress_05-05-45/Williams-WC_29_TheRed-Wheelbarrow_Library-of-Congress_05-05-45.mp3
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Carousel Sheet 7
Directions: Examine the books on the table below and record what you notice and wonder.

8

Carousel Sheet 8

Directions: Read the following quote and record what you notice and wonder.

“so much depends
upon a red wheel barrow”
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Reader’s Notebook:
I Notice/I Wonder Notes
Name:
Date:

I notice …

I wonder …
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Reader’s Notebook
Love That Dog: Summary Notes
Dates/Pages

Summary Statement

Details from the Text (2-3)

Sept. 13-Sept. 21
(pp. 1-2)

Sept. 27 – Oct.
10 (pp. 3-5)

Oct. 17 (pp. 6-7)

Oct. 24 – Nov. 6
(pp. 8-11)

Nov. 9 – Nov. 22
(pp. 12-14)

Nov. 29 (pp. 1516)
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Reader’s Notebook
Love That Dog: Summary Notes (continued)
Dates/Pages

Summary Statement

Details from the Text (2-3)

Dec. 4 – Dec. 13
(pp. 17-19)

Jan. 24 (pp. 2527)

Jan. 31 – Feb. 7
(pp. 28-30)

Feb. 15 (pp. 3134)

Feb. 21 – Feb. 26
(pp. 35-37)

March 1 – March
7 (pp. 38-41)
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Reader’s Notebook:
Love That Dog: Summary Notes (continued)
Dates/Pages

Summary Statement

Details from the Text (2-3)

March 14 (pp.
42-45)

March 22 & 27
(pp. 46-49)

April 4-24 (pp.
50-63)

April 26- May 2
(pp. 64-65)

May 7-8 (pp. 6667

May 14 (pp. 6872)
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Reader’s Notebook:
Love That Dog: Summary Notes (continued)
Dates/Pages

Summary Statement

Details from the Text (2-3)

May 15-17 (pp.
73-74)

May 21-29 (pp.
75-79)

June 1-6 (pp. 8085)

Jack’s “Love That
Dog” poem (pp.
86)
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Reader’s Notebook:
Jack’s Reflections Notes: “The Red Wheelbarrow” by William Carlos Williams
Focus Question: What does Jack learn about poetry?
What Jack says about poetry …

Page

What Jack writes …

What we can infer …

Synthesize: Explain what Jack has learned about poetry at this point in the novel, based on what he
says and writes.
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Reader’s Notebook:
Jack’s Reflections Notes: “Dog” by Valerie Worth
Focus Question: What does Jack learn about poetry?
What Jack says about poetry …

Page

What Jack writes …

What we can infer …

Synthesize: Explain what Jack has learned about poetry at this point in the novel, based on what he
says and writes.
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Reader’s Notebook:
Jack’s Reflections Notes: “Street Music” by Alfred Adoff and “The Apple” by S.C. Rigg
Focus Question: What does Jack learn about poetry?
What Jack says about poetry …

Page

What Jack writes …

What we can infer …

Synthesize: Explain what Jack has learned about poetry at this point in the novel, based on what he
says and writes.
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Reader’s Notebook:
Close Reading Questions and Notes: Love That Dog (Pages 6–11) and “Stopping by Woods
on a Snowy Evening”
“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” and Love that Dog, pages 6-7
Directions

Questions

Read the first two stanzas
of Stopping by Woods on a
Snowy Evening, aloud with
your teacher.

What is the setting of the poem? How can you tell?

Then, work together to
respond to the questions on
the right.
With your group members,
chorally reread the second
stanza aloud.

What is happening in the first stanza of the poem? What evidence from
the poem supports your answer?

The word queer means strange. Why would the horse think it’s strange
to stop in the woods? Support your response with details from the
poem.

Then, work together to
answer the question on the
right.
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Reader’s Notebook:
Close Reading Questions and Notes: Love That Dog (Pages 6–11) and “Stopping by Woods
on a Snowy Evening”
“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” and Love that Dog, pages 6-7
Directions

Questions

Read stanza three once
through silently in your
head. Then reread stanza
three with group members,
taking turns to each read
one line.

What words and phrases does Robert Frost use to describe what the
horse is doing in the third stanza?

After reading, work together
to answer the questions on
the right.
Creative Commons share-alike

What do these words and phrases help you understand about how the
horse feels about stopping in the woods?
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Reader’s Notebook:
Close Reading Questions and Notes: Love That Dog (Pages 6–11) and “Stopping by Woods
on a Snowy Evening”
“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” and Love that Dog, pages 6-7
Directions

Questions

With a partner in your
group, read the fourth
stanza aloud, twice.

What words does the narrator of this poem use to describe the woods?

Then work with your group
members to respond to the
questions on the right.

Draw a quick sketch below to show what you think the woods look like,
based on the words the narrator uses.

How does the narrator feel about the woods? What evidence from the
text makes you think so?

Reread the last two lines of the poem, aloud with group members, then
consider and discuss: What do you think these last two lines of the
poem mean? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

What conflict is the narrator of this poem experiencing? How do you
know?
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Reader’s Notebook:
Close Reading Questions and Notes: Love That Dog (Pages 6–11) and “Stopping by Woods
on a Snowy Evening”
“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” and Love that Dog, pages 6-7
Directions

Questions

Go back to reread pages 6-7
of Love that Dog,
independently and silently
in your head.

Turn and talk with a partner about:
What does Jack have trouble understanding about the snowy woods
poem? What question does he ask about it?

Then, work with group
members to answer the
question on the right.
Love that Dog, pages 8-9
Directions

Questions

With group members, read
The Tiger poem aloud,
taking turns to each read
one line.

Why does Jack like the Tiger poem even though he doesn’t understand
what it means? Use details from the text to support your response.

Then, independently reread
pages 8-9 of Love that Dog,
silently in your head.

What similarities do you notice between Jack’s revised Blue Car, Blue
Car poem and Tiger?

With a partner in your
group, read Jack’s poem on
page 8 aloud, taking turns
to each read one full stanza.
After reading the poem and
pages 8-9, work with group
members to answer the
questions on the right.
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Reader’s Notebook:
Close Reading Questions and Notes: Love That Dog (Pages 6–11) and “Stopping by Woods
on a Snowy Evening”
Love that Dog, pages 8-9
Synthesize: With group
members, review your
responses to the above
questions then discuss how
you could respond to the
question at the right.

Based on what Jack’s poem “Blue Car, Blue Car” what do you think he
has learned about poetry at this point in the novel? Support your
response with examples from the text.
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Reader’s Notebook:
Close Reading Questions and Notes: Love That Dog (Pages 25–30)
Directions

Questions

With group members, whisper read
through Jack’s entire poem once
(pages 25-27).

How many stanzas are in Jack’s poem? What do you notice
about the stanzas?

Then work together to answer the
questions at the right.

With a partner in your group, reread
the first stanza, taking turns to read
every other line.

Notice the italicized words/phrases throughout Jack’s
poem, then discuss with group members:
What do the italics indicate to the reader? How do you
know?

Draw a quick sketch of what Jack sees when they stop
driving.

Then, work with all your group
members to respond to the questions
on the right.

Which words in the first stanza best helped you create your
sketch? Explain.
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Reader’s Notebook:
Close Reading Questions and Notes: Love That Dog (Pages 25–30)
Directions

Questions

Independently whisper read the
second stanza.

Discuss in groups: How does Jack help the reader
understand what the shelter is like?

After reading independently, work
with group members to answer the
question on the right.

Record 2 examples of imagery from the second stanza.

Read the third and fourth stanzas,
aloud with group members.

Draw a quick sketch of the dog that Jack and his family
chose. Label at least three parts of your sketch with
words/phrases from stanzas three and four.

Then, work together to answer the
question at the right.

Read stanzas five and six aloud, with a
different partner in your group.

How does the dog feel about being adopted by Jack and his
family? How do you know?

After reading, work with all group
members to respond to the question
on the right.
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Reader’s Notebook:
Close Reading Questions and Notes: Love That Dog (Pages 25–30)
Directions

Questions

Read pages 28-30, independently and
silently in your head.

Why do you think Jack titled his poem YOU COME TOO?
Support your response with details from the text.

Then read the questions at the right
and discuss your thinking with group
members, before recording your
responses.
Synthesize: With group members,
review your responses to the above
questions then discuss and record an
answer to the question on the right.

Based on Jack’s poem and what he writes to his teacher,
what can you infer he has learned about poetry? Use details
from pages 25-30 to support your response.
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Reader’s Notebook:
Close Reading Questions and Notes: Analyzing a New Poem by My Selected Poet
My Selected Poet:
Title of the Poem:
Directions:

Questions:

Read your poem once
What is the gist of the poem?
though silently. Then read
the poem aloud with your
group. Taking turns reading
the poem aloud paying
attention to punctuation so
that you pause in the correct
places. Then answer the
question on the right.
Record any unfamiliar
words from the poem in the
box on the right. Look up
their meaning in a
dictionary and record their
definitions next to the
words in the box to the
right.

List any unfamiliar words below and record their definitions.

Then reread your poem as a
group and discuss the
question on the right.
Record your groups
thinking.

How does knowing the meanings of these words help you better
understand your poem?
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Reader’s Notebook:
Close Reading Questions and Notes: Analyzing a New Poem by My Selected Poet
Directions:

Questions:

Discuss the question on the
right as a group and then
draw a sketch in the box on
the right.

What do you see or imagine when you read this poem?

Record at least three vivid
words or phrases that
helped you to visualize what
you drew in the box above.
Look up the meanings of
these words in a dictionary
and record their definitions
in the box on the right.

What are three words that helped you visualize the poem and what are
their definitions?
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Reader’s Notebook:
Close Reading Questions and Notes: Analyzing a New Poem by My Selected Poet
Directions:

Questions:

Describe the characteristics
of your poem using literary
terms from the “What
Makes a Poem a Poem?”
anchor chart.
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Reader’s Notebook:
What Inspires Jack?
What inspires Jack?

How I know
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Evidence from the text

Page

Reader’s Notebook:
What Inspires Jack?
(Continued)
What inspires Jack?

How I know
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Evidence from the text

Page

Reader’s Notebook
Preparing for a Literary Discussion Note-Catcher
Discussion Question: What was Jack’s biggest inspiration?
Preparation: Look back in Love That Dog to find evidence that helps you answer the discussion
question.
What was Jack’s
biggest inspiration?

I think this was his biggest
inspiration because…
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Evidence from the text

Reader’s Notebook:
Literary Discussion Recording Form
My Literary Discussion Notes: Ideas and Questions

My teacher’s feedback:
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Grade 4: Module 1B: Unit 1: Lesson 2
Establishing Reading Routines: Love That Dog
Pages 1–5 and “The Red Wheelbarrow” by William
Carlos Williams
33

Poetry Task 1
Just like Jack, now YOU get to write a poem similar to William Carlos Williams’ “The Red
Wheelbarrow”!
Directions: Complete the following on the first page of the “My Poems” section of your poetry
journal.
1. Brainstorm and record a list of some things that you “depend upon.”
2. Choose one of your ideas to write about. Then write a sentence describing your idea with vivid
words that add imagery.
Example: So much depends upon a brown dog sitting in the green grass outside the tiny
grocery store.
3. Now rewrite the sentence using a poetic structure. Be sure your poem has lines and at least one
stanza.
Example:
So much depends upon
A brown dog
Sitting in the green
Grass
Outside the tiny grocery
Store.
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Poetry Task 2
1. Think about a pet you have had OR an object that is special to you.
2. Write the name of your pet OR the object at the top of a blank page in the “My Poetry” section of
your poetry journal.
3. Brainstorm and record a list of at least 10 words and/or phrases you could use to describe your pet
OR object (HINT: think about imagery, words that help a reader see, hear, feel, smell, and taste
what is being described).
4. Use the words and phrases you brainstormed to write a free verse poem, with at least five lines,
that will help your reader imagine your pet OR the object in your poem.
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Mid-Unit 1 Assessment: Text-Dependent Questions:
Love That Dog Pages 20–24
Name:
Date:
Learning Targets Assessed:
• I can refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when
drawing inferences from the text. (RL.4.1)
• I can describe in depth a character in a story, drawing on specific details in the text. (RL.4.3)
Directions:
• Read pages 20–24 of Love That Dog to determine what this section of the novel is mostly about.
• Then, read the poem “The Pasture” by Robert Frost (in the back of Love That Dog).
• Review the questions below.
1. Refer to pages 20 and 21 to help you answer Part I and Part II below. (RL.4.1, RL.4.3)
Part I: How does Jack feel about Robert Frost’s poetry?

36

Mid-Unit 1 Assessment: Text-Dependent Questions:
Love That Dog Pages 20–24
Part II: Place a check mark beside the evidence from the text that best supports your answer to Part I.
“I really really really did NOT get the pasture poem you read today.”
“And you said that Mr. Robert Frost who wrote about the pasture was also the one who wrote
about those snowy woods …”
“I think Mr. Robert Frost has a little too much time on his hands.”

Refer to pages 22 and 23 to help you answer Questions 2 and 3.
2. What does Jack think “the wheelbarrow poet” was doing? (RL.4.1)
A. Typing up his poems.
B. Reading Robert Frost’s poems.
C. Making pictures with words.

3. According to Jack, why do people think that Robert Frost’s writing is poetry? (RL.4.1)
A. Robert Frost writes about snowy woods and a pasture.
B. Robert Frost’s teacher typed up his words to make them look like a poem.
C. Robert Frost’s poem is like the wheelbarrow poem.
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Mid-Unit 1 Assessment: Text-Dependent Questions:
Love That Dog Pages 20–24
4. Refer to pages 22 and 23 to help answer Part I and Part II below: (RL.4.3)
Part I: How do you think Jack feels about his poems after his teacher typed them up?
A. Proud
B. Embarrassed
C. Frustrated

Part II: Circle the evidence from the text that best supports your answer to Part I.
A. “Like how you did with the blue-car things”
B. “typed up they look like poems”
C. “the other kids are looking at them and they think they really are poems”

5. Which sentence below best describes what Jack learned about poetry in this section of the text?
(RL.4.3)
A. Poems are written by people with too much time on their hands.
B. No one really understands what poems mean.
C. Poems make pictures with words.
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Sample Quality Paragraph
Poetry is very different from prose. One important difference is that poetry has a different structure
from prose. Poems have stanzas and lines or can be written in a shape, but prose is written using
complete sentences organized into paragraphs. Also, some poetry includes rhyming words such as
“night and bright” or “shake and mistake.” Poetry can have repetition, too. In the poem “Stopping by
Woods on a Snowy Evening,” the last two lines repeat: “And miles to go before I sleep.” Poetry is
really interesting because it’s so different from most things we read!

Written by Expeditionary Learning for instructional purposes.
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Topic Expansion Graphic Organizer

Supporting Detail

Main Idea
(What can you infer Jack
has learned about
poetry, based on his
poem You Come Too?)
Based on the poem
“You Come Too,”
Jack shows he has
learned a lot of
poetry.

Example from text:

Supporting Detail

Example from text:

Example from text:

Supporting Detail

Example from text:
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Concluding Statement

Poetry Task 3
1. Think about a time you took a trip with your family or friends. Where did you go? What did you
see? What did you hear? What did you feel? Add your ideas to the boxes below.
Where

See

Hear

Feel

2. Use the ideas you recorded above to write a poem in the “My Poetry” section of your poetry journal
(at least two stanzas, with at least two lines each) to describe the place you traveled to. Your poem
may have rhyme and rhythm or be written in free verse.
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Poetry Task 4
1. Think of something you would like to create a concrete poem of. Then draw a picture of what you
want to write about.
2. Brainstorm a list of five to seven words that represent parts of the picture you drew and/or that
would help a reader see, smell, taste, hear, or feel what you will write a poem about.
3. Create a concrete poem in the shape of your picture that repeats the five to seven words you
brainstormed. (If necessary, refer to the poems “My Yellow Dog” and “The Apple” from Love That
Dog as examples.)
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End of Unit 1 Assessment:
Extended Response: Love That Dog, Pages 1–41: What Has Jack Learned about Poetry?
Name:
Date:
Learning Target:
• I can plan and write a quality paragraph to explain what Jack has learned about poetry, using
details and examples from pages 1–41 of Love That Dog as evidence.
Directions:
After reading the first half of Love That Dog, write a paragraph in which you explain what Jack has
learned about poetry. Provide at least three details from pages 1–41 of the novel to support your
discussion.
1. To help you answer the question “What has Jack learned about poetry?” refer to the
following resources:
– Notes from your reader’s notebook
– What Makes a Poem a Poem? anchor chart
– Pages 1–41 of Love That Dog
– Quality Paragraphs anchor chart
2. Use the Topic Expansion graphic organizer to organize your ideas before writing your paragraph.
3. On a piece of lined paper, write your paragraph. Be sure to include the following:
• A topic sentence that states the main idea
• At least three details that tell more about the main idea (including references to specific
characteristics of poetry)
• A concluding sentence that explains why the topic matters (“So what?”)
• Language appropriate to the audience, with few conventional errors
4. Once you have written your paragraph, check your work against the plan on your graphic
organizer to be sure you included evidence from the text.
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End of Unit 1 Assessment:
Extended Response: Love That Dog, Pages 1–41: What Has Jack Learned about Poetry?
Topic Expansion Graphic Organizer
Supporting Detail

Main Idea
(What has Jack has
learned about poetry?)

So What?

Supporting Detail

Supporting Detail
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End of Unit 1 Assessment:
Extended Response: Love That Dog, Pages 1–41: What Has Jack Learned about Poetry?
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Learning Resources
CoSer 501
Educational Media
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