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Asking and Answering Questions about Mystery Excerpts
Name:
Date:
Directions:
Read the quote. It is okay if you don’t understand it yet.
Think of a question you have based on what you read. It might be a question you are curious about, or
a question about a word or phrase that you do not understand.
Underline words you don’t know or can’t figure out. It is okay if you underlined a lot of words. It is
good just to start noticing hard words!
Circle words that help you figure out possible answers to those questions.
Write possible answers to your questions using complete sentences.
Part 1: Mystery Text Quotes
Quote:

“Imagine for a moment that all the water on Earth came from just one well. This
isn’t as strange as it sounds. All water on Earth is connected, so there really is just
one source of water—one global well—from which we draw our water.”

Questions I
have:
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Asking and Answering Questions about Mystery Excerpts
Quote:

“The first drops plop down big,
making dust dance all around us.
Then a deeper gray descends
and the air cools and the clouds burst,
and suddenly
rain is everywhere.
‘Come on, rain!’ we shout.”

Questions I
have:
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Asking and Answering Questions about Mystery Excerpts
Quote:

“Water has the power to change everything. A single splash can sprout a seed,
quench a thirst, provide a habitat, generate energy and sustain life. It also has the
power to unite—or divide—the world. Water is the most basic and important need
of all life on Earth.”

Questions I
have:
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Asking and Answering Questions about Mystery Excerpts
Quote:

“Not all of our water is on the surface of the earth. Some of it is underground.
Water will find its way into the tiniest of cracks in rocks. The soil soaks up water
like a sponge. Our soil holds a lot of the water on earth. Sometimes that water is
deep in the ground in aquifers. An aquifer is sort of like an underground lake; the
water is stored in between layers of rock, deep in the ground. People drill holes
through the rock to access the water underground. This is an important source of
drinking water for people in the world.”

Questions I
have:

Part 2: Where is water on earth? Use evidence from the text to support your thinking.

4

Independent Reading Recording Form
Name:
Date:
Title of Book:
Pages Read:
Just as we have done when reading Peter Pan, use this chart to keep track of what you
read.
Where

Who

What
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Independent Reading Recording Form
Words
1. Write one word that struck you because it was a precise word. This could be a verb, or it could be a
good adjective, or a describing word.
I think this word is precise because

2. Write down any word or words you found that you are unsure about.
Words:

I think this means

6

Asking and Answering Questions about Mystery Excerpts
Learning targets:
• I can identify the main idea of pages 4 and 5 of One Well: The Story of Water on Earth by reading
the text closely.
• I can list key details in the text on pages 4–7 of One Well that support the main idea on pages 4
and 5.
Part 1: Main Idea and Key Details
• Text title and page numbers: One Well: The Story of Water on Earth (pages 4–7)
1. Part 1: Mystery Text Quotes

Main idea of the text on page 4:

Key details from the text that help me understand the main idea:
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Vocabulary Recording Form
Learning target: I can determine the meaning of unknown words using context clues.
“All water on Earth is connected, so there is just one source of water—one global well—from which
we all draw our water.”
Word

What I think it means

source

global

well

draw
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How I figured it out

On-Demand Informational Paragraph Recording Form
Learning target: I can write an informational paragraph to explain where water is on
earth.
Prompt: Write a paragraph that explains where water is on earth. Use specific facts, definitions, and
details you have learned about water to support your writing.
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Three Column Criteria Feedback Form
Name:
Date:
Learning target: I can write an informational paragraph to explain where water is on
earth.
Criteria

Supporting Learning Targets

IDEAS

• I can clearly explain where
water is on earth.

(CONTENT AND ANALYSIS):
the extent to which the essay
conveys ideas and information
clearly and accurately in order
to support analysis of topics or
text

• I can use specific facts,
definitions, and details from
the texts to support where
water is on earth.

(COMMAND OF EVIDENCE):
the extent to which the essay
presents evidence from the
provided text to support
analysis and reflection
*Note: To suit the task and to
adapt to student-friendly
language, two categories were
merged.

10

Teacher Feedback

Three Column Criteria Feedback Form
Criteria

Supporting Learning Targets

ORGANIZATION
(COHERENCE,
ORGANIZATION and STYLE):
the extent to which the essay
logically organizes complex
ideas, concepts, and
information using formal style
and precise language.

• I can use a topic sentence to
clearly explain where water is
on earth.
• I can organize my ideas
logically to explain where
water is on earth clearly to
my reader.
• I can use a variety of
sentences to make my writing
interesting.
• I can use a concluding
sentence to wrap up my
writing.

CONVENTIONS
(CONTROL of
CONVENTIONS):
the extent to which the essay
demonstrates command of the
conventions of standard English
grammar, usage, capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling.

• I can use conventions to send
a clear message to my reader.
• I can use beginning and
ending punctuation.
• I can capitalize names of
water and land forms.
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Teacher Feedback

Independent Reading Recording Form
Name:
Date:
Title of Book:
Pages Read:
Just as we have done when reading Peter Pan, use this chart to keep track of what you
read.
Where

Who

What
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Independent Reading Recording Form
Words
1. Write one word that struck you because it was a precise word. This could be a verb, or it could be a
good adjective, or a describing word.
I think this word is precise because

2. Write down any word or words you found that you are unsure about.
Words:

I think this means:

13
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Sentence Sort Recording Form
Name:
Date:

Simple Sentences

What makes these sentences simple?

Compound Sentences

What makes these sentences compound?
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Sentence Sort Recording Form
Complex Sentences

What makes these sentences Complex?
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Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentence Strips
All water on Earth is connected.

The amount of water on Earth has been the same for billions of years.
We live on a watery planet.

All water on Earth is connected, so there really is just one source of water.
Earth is the only planet that has liquid water, and the amount of water on its surface hasn’t ever
changed.
Every living organism needs water to survive, yet most people don’t understand how we treat the
water affects everyone on Earth.
When you think about where water is on Earth, you don’t realize water can be found under the
ground.
After I read the text, I realized Earth’s water comes from one global well.
Whenever I swim in the ocean, I will remember that this water source makes up over
97 percent of Earth’s water!
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Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences Recording Form
Name:
Date:
Examples:
• All water on Earth is connected.
• The amount of water on Earth has been the same for billions of years.
• We live on a watery planet.
A compound sentence is two simple sentences joined by a conjunction. A conjunction is a
connecting word like for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so.
Examples:
• All water on Earth is connected, so there really is just one source of water.
• Earth is the only planet that has liquid water, and the amount of water on its surface hasn’t ever
changed.
• Every living organism needs water to survive, yet most people don’t understand how we treat the
water affects everyone on Earth.
A complex sentence is a simple sentence joined by one or more dependent clauses. A dependent
clause contains a subject and a verb, but it does not make sense on its own. A conjunction is a
connecting word that begins the dependent clause, like although, after, as, as long as, because, before, even
though, even if, if, since, though, unless, until, when, whenever, wherever, while.
Examples:
• When you think about where water is on Earth, you don’t realize water can be found under the
ground.
• After I read the text, I realized Earth’s water comes from one global well.
• Whenever I swim in the ocean, I will remember that this water source makes up over 97 percent of
Earth’s water!
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Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences Recording Form
Part B: Is this a simple, compound, or complex sentence?
“All water on Earth is connected, so there really is just one source of water—one global well—from
which we all draw our water.”
This sentence is ______________________________________________________
Part C: Create a complex sentence using the compound sentence in Part B.
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.

Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences Homework
Name:
Date:
Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences
A simple sentence contains a subject and a verb and shows a complete thought.
Examples:
• All water on Earth is connected.
• The amount of water on Earth has been the same for billions of years.
• We live on a watery planet.
A compound sentence is two simple sentences joined by a conjunction. A conjunction is a
connecting word like for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so.
Examples:
• All water on Earth is connected, so there really is just one source of water.
• Earth is the only planet that has liquid water, and the amount of water on its surface hasn’t ever
changed.
• Every living organism needs water to survive, yet most people don’t understand how we treat the
water affects everyone on Earth.
A complex sentence is a simple sentence joined by one or more dependent clauses. A dependent
clause contains a subject and a verb, but it does not make sense on its own. A conjunction is a
connecting word that begins the dependent clause, like although, after, as, as long as, because, before,
even though, even if, if, since, though, unless, until, when, whenever, wherever, while.
Examples:
• When you think about where water is on Earth, you don’t realize water can be found under the
ground.
• After I read the text, I realized Earth’s water comes from one global well.
• Whenever I swim in the ocean, I will remember that this water source makes up over 97 percent of
Earth’s water!
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Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences Homework
Part B: Create a complex sentence using these simple sentences.
The amount of water on Earth hasn’t ever changed. It has been the same for billions of years.

Part C: Read a page in your independent reading book and try to find at least two simple, compound,
and complex sentences.
Simple Sentences

Compound
Sentences
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Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences Homework
Complex
Sentences
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Independent Reading Recording Form
Name:
Date:
Title of Book:
Pages Read:
Just as we have done when reading Peter Pan, use this chart to keep track of what you
read.
Where

Who

What
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Independent Reading Recording Form
Words
1. Write one word that struck you because it was a precise word. This could be a verb, or it could be a
good adjective, or a describing word.
I think this word is precise because

2. Write down any word or words you found that you are unsure about.
Words:

I think this means:
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Where in the World Is Water?
When you look at a globe or a map of the world, there is a lot of blue. The blue on a map or globe
represents a water form on the surface of the earth; it could be a lake, a river, an ocean, or a sea. There
are many different sources of water in the world, but only a small part of that water is drinkable.
OCEANS

Ninety-seven percent of our water is found in the oceans. Across the world, there are five oceans. Even
though 97 percent of the water is found in the oceans, we can’t drink ocean water because it is
saltwater. The oceans are still mysterious to scientists because there is so much to explore. Scientists
are only now beginning to explore what lives deep in the ocean.
Pacific Ocean: The name “Pacific” comes from the Latin word “pacificus,” which means peaceful.
The Pacific Ocean covers twice as much space as any other ocean. If you pushed all the land on earth
together, the Pacific Ocean would still be bigger. Not only is the Pacific Ocean the biggest, but it is also
the deepest ocean in the world. The Mariana Trench, a narrow canyon, is more than 36,000 feet down
from the surface of the ocean.
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Where in the World Is Water?
LAKES

Lakes form when water from snowmelt, rivers, or streams finds its way into a basin (bowl shape) that
has formed on the surface of the earth. Lakes need to have water continually flowing into them, or
they will dry up.
Lake Superior: Lake Superior is one of the five Great Lakes of North America. It contains 10 percent
of all of the earth’s surface freshwater. Lake Superior is like a mini freshwater ocean. It is the coldest
and deepest of the Great Lakes. It is also one of the cleanest freshwater lakes. Lake Superior is so big
that it even influences the weather around it.
RIVERS

Over millions of years, moving water carved paths in the earth, forming rivers. Rivers are one of the
world’s freshwater sources. The water in rivers comes from melting snow high in the mountains.
Sometimes it comes from water that is underground and bubbles up to the surface. Rivers have many
sizes and shapes. Some have water that flows slowly and gradually. In others, water speeds down,
crashing over the rocky earth. Eventually, the water from all rivers finds its way to an ocean.
Nile River: The world’s longest river is the Nile on the continent of Africa. It is more than 4,000
miles long. The Nile River goes through the countries of Kenya, Eritrea, Congo, Burundi, Uganda,
Tanzania, Rwanda, Egypt, Sudan, and Ethiopia. Eventually, it finds its way to the Mediterranean Sea.
The Nile River is very important to the people who live by it. The river provides water to drink and
rich soil for food to grow. Without the Nile, the Egyptian civilization wouldn’t have grown.
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Where in the World Is Water?
GLACIERS

Glaciers form when snow doesn’t melt and piles up. Snow falls on top of old snow, creating thick
layers. The snow is heavy. Over time, it compresses to form layers of glacial ice. Glaciers make up 2
percent of earth’s freshwater. Glaciers also have dirt and rocks mixed in with the ice and snow. They
are constantly moving from the pressure of the ice as it melts and freezes again. Icebergs are created
when chunks of a glacier crack off and fall into the water. One of the biggest glaciers in North America
is Hubbard Glacier in the state of Alaska. It rises 300 feet above the water and is almost 6 miles long.
Only one-eighth of the glacier is visible. The rest is hidden under the water. Only the tip, or top, of an
iceberg can be seen above the water line; the rest of it lies beneath the surface. Sometimes people use
the phrase “tip of the iceberg” to mean that there is much more to the story than it seems at first. This
expression comes from the fact that only a small portion of icebergs are seen.
GROUNDWATER
Not all of our water is on the surface of the earth. Some of it is underground. Water will find its way
into the tiniest of cracks in rocks. The soil soaks up water like a sponge. Our soil holds a lot of the
water on earth. Sometimes that water is deep in the ground in aquifers. An aquifer is sort of like an
underground lake; the water is stored in between layers of rock, deep in the ground. People drill holes
through the rock to access the water underground. This is an important source of drinking water for
the world’s people.
730 L

Written by Expeditionary Learning for Instructional Purposes
Sources:
Beth Geiger, Sally Ride Science: Clean Water (New York: Roaring Brook Press, 2008), ISBN: 978-1-59643-577-3.
Trudi Strain Trueit, The Water Cycle (New York: F. Watts, 2002), ISBN: 978-0-53111-972-3.
http://www.onegeology.org
http://www.kidsgeo.com/
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Oceans

Rivers

Lakes

Glaciers

Groundwater

“Where in the World Is Water?”: Key Details
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Vocabulary Recording Form
I can determine the meaning of unknown words using context clues.
Word

What I think it means

Surface
The blue on a map or globe
represents a water form on the
surface of the earth; it could be
a lake, a river, an ocean, or a
sea.
Influences
Lake Superior is so big that it
even influences the weather
around it.

Portion
This expression comes from the
fact that only a small portion
of icebergs are seen.

Compresses
Snow falls on top of old snow,
creating thick layers. The snow
is heavy. Over time, it
compresses to form layers of
glacial ice.
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How I figured it out

Vocabulary Recording Form
Word

What I think it means

My own word:

My own word:
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How I figured it out

Answering Questions about “Where in the World Is Water?”
Homework
1. Describe the Pacific Ocean. Use specific details from the text to support your answer.

2. Why do you think Lake Superior is an important water source? Use specific details to support your
answer.

3. The text says: “The Nile River is very important to the people who live by it.” Why do you think the
Nile River would be important for people living next to it?

4. Explain how glaciers are formed. Use specific details from the text to support your answer.
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Three-Column Criteria Feedback Form
Name:
Date:
Learning target: I can write an on-demand informational paragraph to explain where
water is on earth.
Criteria

Supporting Learning Targets

IDEAS

• I can clearly explain where
water is on earth.

(CONTENT AND ANALYSIS):
the extent to which the essay
conveys ideas and information
clearly and accurately in order
to support analysis of topics or
text

• I can use specific facts,
definitions, and details from
the texts to support where
water is on earth.

(COMMAND OF EVIDENCE):
the extent to which the essay
presents evidence from the
provided text to support
analysis and reflection
*Note: To suit the task and to
adapt to student-friendly
language, two categories were
merged.
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Teacher Feedback

Three-Column Criteria Feedback Form
Criteria

Supporting Learning Targets

ORGANIZATION
(COHERENCE,
ORGANIZATION and STYLE):
the extent to which the essay
logically organizes complex
ideas, concepts, and
information using formal style
and precise language.

• I can use a topic sentence to
clearly explain where water is
on earth.
• I can organize my ideas
logically to explain where
water is on earth clearly to
my reader.
• I can use a variety of
sentences to make my writing
interesting.
• I can use a concluding
sentence to wrap up my
writing.
•

CONVENTIONS
(CONTROL of
CONVENTIONS): the extent to
which the essay demonstrates
command of the conventions of
standard English grammar,
usage, capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling.

• I can use conventions to send
a clear message to my reader.
• I can use beginning and
ending punctuation.
• I can capitalize names of
water and land forms.
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Teacher Feedback

Mid-Unit Assessment Rubric
Criteria

CCLS

4

3

2

1

0

IDEAS

W.2
R.1-9
W.2
R.1-8

• Clearly introduce
topic in a manner
that follows
logically from the
task and purpose

• Clearly introduce
a topic in a
manner that
follows from the
task and purpose

• Introduce a topic
in a manner that
follows generally
from the task and
purpose

• Introduce a topic
in a manner that
does not logically
follow from the
task and purpose

• Demonstrate a lack of
comprehension of the
text or task

• Demonstrate
comprehension
and analysis of
the text

• Demonstrate
gradeappropriate
comprehension of
the text

• Demonstrate a
confused
comprehension of
the text

• Demonstrate
little
understanding of
the text

• Partially develop
the topic of the
essay with the use
of some textual
evidence, some of
which may be
irrelevant

• Demonstrate an
attempt to use
evidence, but
develop ideas
only with
minimal,
occasional
evidence, which
is generally
invalid or
irrelevant

(CONTENT AND
ANALYSIS)
The extent to which
the essay conveys ideas
and information
clearly and accurately
in order to support
analysis of topics or
text
(COMMAND OF
EVIDENCE)
The extent to which
the essay presents
evidence from the
provided text to
support analysis and
reflection

• Develop the topic
with relevant,
well-chosen facts,
definitions, and
details
throughout the
essay

• Develop the topic
with relevant
facts, definitions,
and details
throughout the
essay

*Note: To suit the task
and to adapt to
student-friendly
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• Provide no evidence
or provide evidence
that is completely
irrelevant

Mid-Unit Assessment Rubric
Criteria

CCLS

4

3

2

1

0

ORGANIZATION
And STYLE
(COHERENCE,
ORGANIZATION and
STYLE):
The extent to which the
essay logically
organizes complex
ideas, concepts, and
information using
formal style and precise
language

W.2
L.3
L.6

• Clearly and
consistently group
related
information
together

• Generally group
related
information
together

• Exhibit some
attempt to group
related
information
together

• Exhibit little
attempt at
organization

• Exhibit no
evidence of
organization

• Lack the use of
linking words and
phrases

• Lack a concluding
statement

• Skillfully connect
ideas within
categories of
information using
linking words and
phrases
• Provide a
concluding
statement that
follows clearly
from the topic and
information
presented

• Connect ideas
within categories
of information
using linking
words and
phrases
• Provide a
concluding
statement that
follows from the
topic and
information
presented
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• Inconsistently
connect ideas
using some
linking words and
phrases
• Provide a
concluding
statement that
follows generally
from the topic and
information
presented

• Provide a
concluding
statement that is
illogical or
unrelated to the
topic and
information
presented

Mid-Unit Assessment Rubric

Criteria

CCLS

4

3

2

1

0

CONVENTIONS
(CONTROL of
CONVENTIONS):

W.2
L.1
L.2

• Demonstrate
grade-appropriate
command of
conventions, with
few errors

• Demonstrate
grade-appropriate
command of
conventions, with
occasional errors
that do not hinder
comprehension

• Demonstrate
emerging
command of
conventions, with
some errors that
may hinder
comprehension

• Demonstrate a
lack of command
of conventions,
with frequent
errors that hinder
comprehension

• Minimal, making
assessment of
conventions
unreliable

The extent to which the
essay demonstrates
command of the
conventions of standard
English grammar, usage,
capitalization,
punctuation, and
spelling

If the student writes only a personal response and makes no reference to the text(s), the response can be scored no higher than a 1.
Responses totally unrelated to the topic, illegible, incoherent, or blank should be given a 0.
A response copied from the text(s) with no original student writing should be scored a 0.
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Writing Prompt Recording Form
Writing Prompt: Where is water on earth?
Write an informational paragraph that explains where water is on earth. Use specific facts, definitions,
and details from the texts to support your writing.

38

Organizing Ideas Recording Form
Name:
Date:
Question: Where is water on earth?
MAIN IDEA that answers the question “Where is water on earth?”:

KEY DETAILS from the texts that help me understand where water is on earth:
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Paragraph Writing Accordion Graphic Organizer
Name:
Date:
Topic:

Detail:

Explain:

Detail:

Explain:
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Tracking My Progress
Mid-Unit 1
Name:
Date:
Learning Target: I can write an on-demand informational paragraph to explain where water is on
earth.
1. The target in my own words is:

2. How am I doing? Circle one.
I need more help to
learn this

I understand some
of this

3.The evidence to support my self-assessment is:

41

I am on my way!

Rivers and Streams

Rivers and Streams
Rivers come in lots of different shapes and sizes, but they all have some
things in common. All rivers and streams start at some high point. The high
point can be a mountain, hill or other elevated area. Water from some
source like a spring, snow melt or a lake starts at this high point and begins
to flow down to lower points. As the water flows down, it may pick up more
water from other small streams, springs or from rain or snow melt. These
streams may slowly join together to form a larger stream or river. Small
rivers and streams may join together to become larger rivers. Eventually all
this water from rivers and streams will run into the ocean or an inland body
of water like a lake.
NatureWorks, New Hampshire Public Television: http://www.nhptv.org/natureworks/nwep7j.htm.
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Determining the Main Idea and Key Details Task Card
Learning target: I can determine the main idea and key details of an informational text.
Part 1: Determining the Main Idea
Read the text.
In your own words, what is main idea of this text? On the back of your text, write a number 1,
thenwrite a main idea statement.
Part 2: Finding Key Details
1. Reread the text. As you read, highlight the key details that you think support the main idea.
Part 3: Revising the Main Idea Statement
1. If needed, revise your main idea statement. Write a number 2 next to it. Put a √ if you choose not
to revise.

Learning target: I can determine the main idea and key details of an informational text.
Part 1: Determining the Main Idea
Read the text.
In your own words, what is main idea of this text? On the back of your text, write a number 1,
thenwrite a main idea statement.
Part 2: Finding Key Details
2. Reread the text. As you read, highlight the key details that you think support the main idea.
Part 3: Revising the Main Idea Statement
2. If needed, revise your main idea statement. Write a number 2 next to it. Put a √ if you choose not
to revise.
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Determining the Main Idea and Key Details Task Card
Learning target: I can determine the main idea and key details of an informational text.
Part 1: Determining the Main Idea
1. Read the text.
2. In your own words, what is main idea of this text? On the back of your text, write a number 1,
then write a main idea statement.
Part 2: Finding Key Details
1. Reread the text. As you read, highlight the key details that you think support the main idea.
Part 3: Revising the Main Idea Statement
1. If needed, revise your main idea statement. Write a number 2 next to it. Put a √ if you choose not
to revise.
3.
Learning target: I can determine the main idea and key details of an informational text.
Part 1: Determining the Main Idea
4. Read the text.
5. In your own words, what is main idea of this text? On the back of your text, write a number 1,
thenwrite a main idea statement.
Part 2: Finding Key Details
2. Reread the text. As you read, highlight the key details that you think support the main idea.
Part 3: Revising the Main Idea Statement
2. If needed, revise your main idea statement. Write a number 2 next to it. Put a √ if you choose not
to revise.
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Main Idea Statement Criteria and First Draft
Criteria for a main idea statement:
• It should address all the major sections of the text.
• It should pull together the key details.
• It should be short, only one or two complete sentences.
First draft:
Rivers and streams change the earth.
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Image of a Brook

46
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Determining the Main Idea and Key Details Task Card
Learning target: I can determine the main idea and key details of an informational text.
Part 1: Determining the Main Idea
1. Read the text.
2. In your own words, what is main idea of this text? On the back of your text, write a number 1,
thenwrite a main idea statement.
Part 2: Finding Key Details
1. Reread the text. As you read, highlight the key details that you think support the main idea.
Part 3: Revising the Main Idea Statement
1. If needed, revise your main idea statement. Write a number 2 next to it. Put a √ if you choose not
to revise.
3.
Learning target: I can determine the main idea and key details of an informational text.
Part 1: Determining the Main Idea
4. Read the text.
5. In your own words, what is main idea of this text? On the back of your text, write a number 1,
then write a main idea statement.
Part 2: Finding Key Details
2. Reread the text. As you read, highlight the key details that you think support the main idea.
Part 3: Revising the Main Idea Statement
2. If needed, revise your main idea statement. Write a number 2 next to it. Put a √ if you choose not
to revise.
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Comparing and Contrasting Texts Recording Form
Text 1: ___________________________ Text 2: ______________________

Similarities: What are the similar main ideas and key details that both authors want you to
know?
Similar ideas to include:

Similarities statement:

Differences: What different details does each author include to support the big idea?

Text 1:

Text 2:
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Determining the Main Idea and Key Details Task Card
Learning target: I can determine the main idea and key details of an informational text.
Part 1: Determining the Main Idea
1. Read the text.
2. In your own words, what is main idea of this text? On the back of your text, write a number 1,
then write a main idea statement.
Part 2: Finding Key Details
1. Reread the text. As you read, highlight the key details that you think support the main idea.
Part 3: Revising the Main Idea Statement
1. If needed, revise your main idea statement. Write a number 2 next to it. Put a √ if you choose not
to revise.
2.
3.
Learning target: I can determine the main idea and key details of an informational text.
Part 1: Determining the Main Idea
4. Read the text.
5. In your own words, what is main idea of this text? On the back of your text, write a number 1,
thenwrite a main idea statement.
Part 2: Finding Key Details
2. Reread the text. As you read, highlight the key details that you think support the main idea.
Part 3: Revising the Main Idea Statement
3. If needed, revise your main idea statement. Write a number 2 next to it. Put a √ if you choose not
to revise.
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The Water Cycle

Used with permission from the U.S. Department of the Interior, U.S. Geological Survey: http://ga.water.usgs.gov/edu/watercycle-kids-text- beg.html
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The Water Cycle
The water cycle describes how Earth’s water is not only always changing forms, between liquid (rain),
solid (ice), and gas (vapor), but also moving on, above, and in the Earth. This process is always
happening everywhere.

The sun
The sun makes the water cycle work by providing energy, in the form of heat.

Evaporation
The sun causes liquid water to evaporate, or turn from a liquid to a gas (water vapor). The invisible
water vapor floats high into the atmosphere (the air that surrounds the earth). Most evaporation
happens from the oceans, since oceans cover 70% of the Earth’s surface. Any water can evaporate,
even the snow on the top of mountains or the water in the leaves of trees!

Condensation
The colder temperatures high in the atmosphere cause the water vapor to turn back into tiny liquid
water droplets—the clouds. This is condensation, the opposite of evaporation. Winds in the
atmosphere blow the clouds all around the globe.
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The Water Cycle

Precipitation
The tiny cloud droplets combine with each other and grow into bigger water drops. When they get
heavy enough, the water drops fall to Earth as precipitation, such as rain and snow. In cold climates,
precipitation builds up as snow and ice, solid forms of water.

Runoff
When rain hits the land or snow melts, it flows downhill over the landscape. This is called runoff,
which provides water to rivers, lakes, and the oceans.

Groundwater
Some precipitation and runoff soaks into the ground to become groundwater. Plants use
groundwater to grow. The water underground is always moving, with most of it ending up back in the
oceans.

Used with permission from the U.S. Department of the Interior, U.S. Geological Survey: http://ga.water.usgs.gov/edu/watercycle-kids-text- beg.html
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Determining the Main Idea and Key Details Task Card
Learning target: I can determine the main idea and key details of an informational text.
Part 1: Determining the Main Idea
1. Read the text.
2. In your own words, what is main idea of this text? On the back of your text, write a number 1,
thenwrite a main idea statement.
Part 2: Finding Key Details
1. Reread the text. As you read, highlight the key details that you think support the main idea.
Part 3: Revising the Main Idea Statement
1. If needed, revise your main idea statement. Write a number 2 next to it. Put a √ if you choose not
to revise.
2.
3.
Learning target: I can determine the main idea and key details of an informational text.
Part 1: Determining the Main Idea
4. Read the text.
5. In your own words, what is main idea of this text? On the back of your text, write a number 1,
thenwrite a main idea statement.
Part 2: Finding Key Details
2. Reread the text. As you read, highlight the key details that you think support the main idea.
Part 3: Revising the Main Idea Statement
3. If needed, revise your main idea statement. Write a number 2 next to it. Put a √ if you choose not
to revise.
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Comparing and Contrasting Texts Recording Form
Text 1: ___________________________ Text 2: ______________________

Similarities: What are the similar main ideas and key details that both authors want you to
know?
Similar ideas to include:

Similarities statement:

Differences: What different details does each author include to support the big idea?

Text 1:

Text 2:
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End of Unit 1 Assessment: Comparing and Contrasting
Two Texts about the Water Cycle
Read “Earth’s Water Cycle.” Complete Part 1: Determining the Main Idea
Reread the text and complete Part 2, Finding Key Details, and answer the questions.
Complete Part 3. Compare and contrast “Earth’s Water Cycle” with “Recycling Water in the Well” and
answer the question.
Part 1: Determining the Main Idea
• Read the text.
• In your own words, what is the main idea of this text? On the back of your text, write a
main idea statement.
Part 2. Finding Key Details
• Reread the text. As you read, highlight the key details that you think support the main idea.
• Answer these questions:
1. In what direction does groundwater flow?
a. Every direction it can
b. Over rocks
c. Downhill toward lakes and streams
d. It doesn’t flow. It just seeps in.
2. What details from the words and/or illustrations support your answer to the first question?

3. According to the text, what powers the water cycle?
a.
b.
c.
d.

Precipitation
Energy from the sun
Evaporation
Clouds
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End of Unit 1 Assessment: Comparing and Contrasting
Two Texts about the Water Cycle
4. What details from the words and/or illustrations support your answer to Question 3?

5a. Reread the second and third paragraphs. How would you describe the connection between these
paragraphs?
a. They show the sequence of the water cycle.
b. They compare two parts of the water cycle.
c. They explain the cause and effect between two parts of the water cycle.
5b. Which two sentences best support your answer?
a. “When water falls on the earth’s surface, it moves quickly along and forms streams and rivers”
and “Water in the ground flows slowly through the tiny spaces.”
b. “It then flows into lakes” and “Some water seeps into the ground and fills the spaces between
soil particles and in porous rocks.”
c.“When water falls on the earth’s surface, it moves quickly along and forms streams and rivers”
and “It then flows into lakes.”
5c. Why do you think the author included these two paragraphs?
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End of Unit 1 Assessment: Comparing and Contrasting
Two Texts about the Water Cycle
6a. This article explains that the movement of water on earth is cyclical. What is the root word of
cyclical?

6b. Select the BEST answer. If something is cyclical, it …
a. has a lot of steps
b. is fast
c. follows the same steps over and over again
d. is round like a bicycle
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Comparing and Contrasting Texts Recording Form
Text 1: ___________________________ Text 2: ______________________

Similarities: What are the similar main ideas and key details that both authors want you to
know?
Similar ideas to include:

Can the water cycle begin in different places? Use examples from either of the texts to
support your answer.

Text 1:

Text 2:
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Earth’s Water Cycle
By Gina Jack
New water can't be made. What we have is all we get. Earth's water cycles through many uses and
through different forms. It may be liquid water, solid ice or water vapor in the air. It is reused over
and over again. The water you drink today is the same water dinosaurs drank millions of years ago!

The image shows the Earth's water cycle
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When water falls to the earth's surface (precipitation) it moves quickly along (surface
runoff) and forms streams and rivers. It then flows into lakes and oceans.
Some water seeps into the ground and fills the spaces between soil particles and in porous rocks.
Water in the ground (groundwater) flows slowly through the tiny spaces. After a long time,
sometimes years, it reaches the surface in low-lying areas and joins streams and lakes.
Water at the surface is warmed by the sun's heat energy and evaporates into the air. Water vapor is
also added from the breath of animals, including people (respiration). (When you see your breath
on a cold day, you're seeing the water vapor.) Plants give off water vapor, too (transpiration). The
water vapor in the air condenses and forms clouds. The cycle continues as water from the clouds once
again falls to the Earth's surface.

Used with permission from the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. http://www.dec.ny.gov/education/51515.html
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Tracking My Progress
End of Unit 1
Name:
Date:

Learning Target: I can compare and contrast the main ideas and key details in two texts
on the same topic.
1. The target in my own words is:

2. How am I doing? Circle one.

I need more help to learn this

I understand some of this

3.The evidence to support my self-assessment is:
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I am on my way!

Learning Resources
CoSer 501
Educational Media

Equal Opportunity Notice
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