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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 1

Mystery Pictures and Excerpts: Personal Reflection Recording Form

Name:
Date:
Based on the photographs you saw, the excerpts you read, and the discussions you had with your
peers, what do you think you will be learning about in this module? Use evidence from your work to
support your thinking.
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Guiding Questions Anchor Chart

“What defines culture?”
“How do authors conduct research and build knowledge to inform their writing?”
“How can authors share knowledge on a topic gained through research?
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“Discovering Culture”
Culture refers to a group’s way of life, or how they do things. The culture of a community is the way of
life for a group that has been passed from one generation to the next.
Every community in the world has a culture. Culture is reflected in how a community—a group of
people—has lived in the past and how they live now. It is a collection of many things like the members
of the community, languages spoken, customs and traditions, and religious beliefs and practices.
These are preserved in the present, and given to future generations. From ancient civilizations to the
present, there are ways to discover what a group of people believe in, what they value as important,
and how they live their lives.
A custom is an accepted way of doing something or an accepted way of behaving that is special to a
certain group, a certain place, or a certain time. It is something done regularly. Customs are one way
to learn about a community’s culture. For example, in America when people meet for the first time, it
is a custom to shake right hands firmly, make eye contact, and introduce yourself. It is also a custom
in the United States to stand, face the flag, and place your right hand over your heart when the
“Pledge of Allegiance” is recited. Some cultures have customs that are special ways of celebrating
birthdays or specific ways to greet each other.

Expeditionary Learning is seeking permission for these images. We will post an updated version of
the lesson once permission is granted.
English tradition of dancing around the
maypole

“Pledge of Allegiance”
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“Discovering Culture”
A tradition is a behavior or action that has been handed down from a previous generation. There are
many different types of traditions. Examples include family traditions, social traditions, patriotic
traditions, and religious traditions. The traditions of a group or community can tell a lot about their
culture. Traditions can often relate to the way a holiday is celebrated. For example, May Day is a
spring holiday celebrated in many countries in the northern hemisphere, and one May Day tradition
is to dance in costume around a Maypole. The Matabele women in Zimbabwe, Africa, are known for
their detailed beadwork. It is a tradition for this skill to be passed from generation to generation, and
it helps them make a living.
Customs and traditions are some ways to find evidence of a community’s culture. Each of these
captures part of ‘the story’ that allows us to know what a group of people believes in, what they value
as important, and how they live their lives.
Glossary
culture:

the way of life for a group that has been passed from one generation to the next

custom:

a common practice followed by people in a group; a way of doing something that is
repeated

generation all the people living at the same time or of approximately the same age
tradition:

a behavior or action handed down from a previous generation

Discovering Culture
Written by Expeditionary Learning for Instructional Purposes
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Close Reading as Researchers: Main Idea and Details Recording Form
(for “Discovering Culture”)
Main idea of the text

Key details from the text that help me understand the main idea

Key details from the illustrations that help me understand the main idea

Revisiting the main idea: What is culture?
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Things Close Readers Do Anchor Chart
(If the Module 1 anchor chart no longer exists, create a new anchor chart with the following points,
along with any other strategies you want your students to consistently use.)
• We reread the text multiple times.
• We reread first for gist.
• Then we identify unfamiliar words.
• Then we think about the main idea and details.
• We read again to answer the questions.
• We ask ourselves question
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Questions from the Text: “Discovering Culture”

Name:
Date:
Text Dependent Questions
1. According to the article, what can traditions tell us about a group’s culture? Use details from the
text to support your answer.

2. According to the article, what is a custom? Use details from the text to support your answer.

3. According to the article, what can customs and traditions tell us about a community or country?
Use details from the text to support your answer.

4. What does culture mean (in your own words)?
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Word Tracker Recording Form
Vocabulary word or phrase

Definition

Definition in my own words

generation

custom

tradition
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3-2-1 Exit Ticket
3 vocabulary words I learned more about today:
1.
2.
3.
2 things I learned about culture today:
1.
2.
1 thing I know about a glossary:
1.
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Mary Pope Osborne Quote

“Whenever I start work on a new Magic Tree House book, I begin the great
adventure of research. I visit libraries, the Internet, bookstores, and museums. I
talk to people who are knowledgeable about my subject, and if I’m able, I visit
the place where the story occurs.”
—From Carnival at Candlelight: Author’s Research Note
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Capturing Key Details Recording Form:
Dragon of the Red Dawn Chapter 2

Name:
Date:

Part 1: What are the important parts of the chapter?
Where does this chapter take
place?

Who are the important
characters in this chapter?

What are the most important
events in this chapter?

Part 2: Focusing on Culture
What evidence did you find of customs or traditions in ancient Japan? How do those help you
learn about the culture?
What evidence did you find of a custom or tradition in ancient Japan?
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Capturing Key Details Recording Form:
Dragon of the Red Dawn Chapter 3

Name:
Date:
Part 1: What are the important parts of the chapter?
Where does this chapter take
place?

Who are the important
characters in this chapter?

What are the most important
events in this chapter?

Part 2: Focusing on Culture
What evidence did you find of customs or traditions in ancient Japan?
What evidence did you find of a custom or tradition in ancient Japan?
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Working with Context Clues Recording Form:
Dragon of the Red Dawn Chapter 3

Name:
Date:
Target: I can use context clues to determine the meaning of words in Chapter 3 of Dragon of the Red
Dawn.
How to Work with Context Clues:
Read the sentence a few times, focusing on the unknown word.
Look at the other words in the sentence and think about what clues the sentence gives you.
Try to replace the unknown word with a word you know.
Part 1: Classwork
1. seek. Turn to page 25. Find and read the sentence:
I believe that is something we all seek.
Think:
• What clues in and around the sentence can help me determine the meaning of this word?
• What do I think the word might mean? (Try some replacements.)
2. foreigners. Also on page 25, find and read the sentence:
The shogun does not allow foreigners into our country.
Think:
• What clues in and around the sentence can help me determine the meaning of this word?
• What do I think the word might mean? (Try some replacements.)
3. harmony. Also on page 25, find and read the sentence:
“You must remember, seek harmony with your surroundings,” said the man.
Think:
• What clues in and around the sentence can help me determine the meaning of this word?
• What do I think the word might mean? (Try some replacements.)
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Working with Context Clues Recording Form:
Dragon of the Red Dawn Chapter 3
4. briskly (page 26)
He started walking briskly through the garden.
What clues in and around the
sentence can help me
determine the meaning of this
word?

What do I think the word might
mean? (Try some
replacements.)

What does this word
mean?

5. moat (page 27)
They walked over a wide stone bridge that crossed a moat.
What clues in and around the
sentence can help me
determine the meaning of this
word?

What do I think the word might
mean? (Try some
replacements.)
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Working with Context Clues Recording Form:
Dragon of the Red Dawn Chapter 3
Part 2: Homework
pedestrians (page 33)
Soon they came to a busy road crowded with pedestrians and travelers on horseback.
What clues in and around the
sentence can help me
determine the meaning of this
word?

What do I think the word might
mean? (Try some
replacements.)
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Exit Ticket:
Working with Context Clues

Name:
Date:
Target: I can use context clues to determine the meaning of words in Dragon of the Red Dawn.
DIRECTIONS: Follow the steps we used in class today for using context clues to determine the
meaning
of an unknown word.
How to Work with Context Clues:
Read the sentence a few times, focusing on the unknown word.
Look at the other words in the sentence and think about what clues the sentence gives you.
Try to replace the unknown word with a word you know.
barges (page 31)
Now there were many boats floating on the wide river: big sailboats, barges loaded with lumber,
and ferries filled with passengers holding parasols.
What clues in and around
the sentence can help me
determine the meaning of
this word?

What do I think the word
might mean? (Try some
replacements.)
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Capturing Key Details Recording Form:
Dragon of the Red Dawn Chapter 4

Name:
Date:
Part 1: What are the important parts of the chapter?
Where does this chapter take
place?

Who are the important
characters in this chapter?

What are the most important
events in this chapter?

Part 2: Focusing on Culture
What evidence did you find of customs or traditions in ancient Japan?
What evidence did you find of a custom or tradition in ancient Japan?
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Capturing Key Details Recording Form:
Dragon of the Red Dawn Chapter 5

Name:
Date:
Text Title and Chapters:
Part 1: What are the important parts of the chapter?
Where does this chapter take
place?

Who are the important
characters in this chapter?

What are the most important
events in this chapter?

Part 2: Focusing on Culture
What evidence did you find of customs or traditions in ancient Japan?
What evidence did you find of a custom or tradition in ancient Japan?
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Questions from the Text:
Dragon of the Red Dawn Chapter 5

Name:
Date:
1. How does Jack feel about having to recite poetry for the samurai? Use details from the text to
support your answer.

2. As Jack, Annie, and Basho traveled to Basho’s home, what were some of the sights they saw?
Use details from the text to support your answer.
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Questions from the Text:
Dragon of the Red Dawn Chapter 5
3. Reread this excerpt from the story:
“No thank you,” said Jack. He loved books, but he kept going. He was afraid the
samurai might show up again at any moment.
A boy carried birdcages and shouted, “Birds! Birds!”
Suddenly Jack felt a hand on his shoulder. He nearly had a heart attack! But it was
just Basho.
Why did Jack react this way when Basho touched his shoulder? Use details from the text to
support your answer.

Questions from the Text:
Created by Expeditionary Learning, on behalf of Public Consulting Group, Inc.
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Working with Context Clues Recording Form:
Dragon of the Red Dawn Chapter 5

Name:
Date:
Target: I can use context clues to determine the meaning of words in Chapter 5 of Dragon of the Red
Dawn.
How to Work with Context Clues:
1. Read the sentence a few times, focusing on the unknown word.
2. Look at the other words in the sentence and think about what clues the sentence gives you.
3. Try to replace the unknown word with a word you know.
Part 1: Classwork
1. frantically (page 49)
What talent? Jack wondered frantically.
What clues in and around the
sentence can help me
determine the meaning of this
word?

What do I think the word might
mean? (Try some
replacements.)

Created by Expeditionary Learning, on behalf of Public Consulting Group, Inc.
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Working with Context Clues Recording Form:
Dragon of the Red Dawn Chapter 5
2. peddlers (page 52)
Peddlers carried long poles over their shoulders with baskets swinging on the ends.
What clues in and around the
sentence can help me
determine the meaning of this
word?

What do I think the word might
mean? (Try some
replacements.)
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Working with Context Clues Recording Form:
Dragon of the Red Dawn Chapter 5
Part 2: Homework
wares (page 53)
They shouted about their wares: “Shoes and socks!” “Cakes and pastries!” “Rope and twine!”
What clues in and around the
sentence can help me
determine the meaning of this
word?

What do I think the word might
mean? (Try some
replacements.)

What does this word
mean?

clearing (page 54)
Through the deepening shadows of twilight, Basho led them to a clearing not far from the river.
What clues in and around the
sentence can help me
determine the meaning of this
word?

What do I think the word might
mean? (Try some
replacements.)

What does this word
mean?

Working with Context Clues Recording Form:
Created by Expeditionary Learning, on behalf of Public Consulting Group, Inc.
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Performance Task Prompt
Author Mary Pope Osborne has announced she will write a new Magic Tree House book! Instead of
traveling to a place in the past, however, Ms. Osborne has decided that Jack and Annie will return in
the present to a country they’ve already visited. Before she begins writing, Ms. Osborne wants to
research this country’s customs and traditions. She wants to know what customs and traditions from
the past still exist today, and how they can influence her story’s plot.
You have been invited to conduct this research for her! After conducting research with your small
group about your assigned country, you will individually write a letter to the author of the Magic Tree
House series to inform her about customs and traditions that existed in the past and are still used
today. This will help her know what she should include in her story and why. Include information
about at least one custom and one tradition that you researched in your Magic Tree House book that
was also included in your Exploring Countries text. Use accurate facts, definitions, and details from
your research to explain how these aspects of culture are important to the country. At the end of your
letter, provide a brief description of how Mary Pope Osborne might use the information you found in
a new book on this country.
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Mid-Unit 1 Assessment:
Reading to Capture Key Details:
Dragon of the Red Dawn (pages 55–61)

Name:
Date:
Directions:
1. Read pages 55–61 from Chapter 6: “The Banana Tree” in Dragon of the Red Dawn.
2. Reread the same pages, thinking about the gist and the facts and details related to cultural
heritage.
3. Take notes on the Where/Who/What recording form below, just as we have been doing together in
class.
4. Answer the specific Questions from the Text in Part 2.
Part 1: What are the important parts of the chapter?
Where does this part of the
chapter take place?

•

Who are the important
characters in this section of the
text?

What are the most important
events in this section of the text?

Learning Target: I can determine the key details of pages 55–61 by identifying the important
parts of the chapter (who/where/what).
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Mid-Unit 1 Assessment:
Reading to Capture Key Details:
Dragon of the Red Dawn (pages 55–61)
Part 2: Questions from the Text
1. Describe the inside and outside of Basho’s home. Use details from the story to support your answer.

2. What does Jack find puzzling about Basho’s house? Use at least two details from the story to
support your answer.

3. On page 55, Basho says that his “humble castle is grander than all the castles of the samurai.”
What does he mean by this? Use specific details from other parts of the chapter to support your
response.
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Mid-Unit 1 Assessment:
Reading to Capture Key Details:
Dragon of the Red Dawn (pages 55–61)
4. Which of the following sentences from the chapter gives you information about the culture of
ancient Japan?
a) Jack and Annie stared at the large plant with the long, droopy leaves.
b) He pulled three tiny bowls and a small cloth bag from the bamboo chest.
c) “I like this house, though,” said Annie, “It’s cozy.”
5. A: What does the word scrawny mean as it is used on page 56?
a) large
b) thin
c) bright
d) strong
B: Which of these phrases from the text best helps you understand the meaning of scrawny as it is
used in this scene?
a)
b)
c)
d)

“It’s nice here”
“slipped off his sandals”
“droopy banana tree”
“beauty of the Imperial Garden”

6. When Annie sees Basho’s house, she says, “I guess this is a three mat house.” What does she mean
by this?
a) There are three mats on the floor.
b) It’s a very small house.
c) The house is decorated with mats.
d) The house looks like it belongs to a famous person.
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Tracking My Progress:
Mid-Unit 1
Name:
Date:
Learning Target 1: I can answer questions using specific details from literary text. (RL.3.1)
1. Target 1 in my own words is:

2. How am I doing? Circle one.
I need more help to learn this

I understand some of this

I am on my way!

3. The evidence to support my self-assessment is:
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Tracking My Progress:
Mid-Unit 1
Learning Target 2: I can retell a chapter in a story using key details from the text. (RL.3.2)
1. Target 2 in my own words is:

2. How am I doing? Circle one.
I need more help to learn this

I understand some of this

I am on my way!

3. The evidence to support my self-assessment is:
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Tracking My Progress:
Mid-Unit 1
Learning Target 3: I can determine the meaning of words using clues from the story. (RL.3.4)
1. Target 3 in my own words is:

2. How am I doing? Circle one.
I need more help to learn this

I understand some of this

I am on my way!

3. The evidence to support my self-assessment is:

Created by Expeditionary Learning, on behalf of Public Consulting Group, Inc.
© Public Consulting Group, Inc., with a perpetual license granted to
Expeditionary Learning Outward Bound, Inc.

30
NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum • G3:M2B:U1:L7 • December 2013 • 16

GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 7

2-point Rubric: Writing from Sources/Short Response
2-point Response

1-point Response

0-point Response

1From

The features of a 2-point response are:
•

Valid inferences and/or claims from the text where required by the
prompt

•

Evidence of analysis of the text where required by the prompt

•

Relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information
from the text to develop response according to the requirements of the
prompt

•

Sufficient number of facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other
information from the text as required by the prompt

•

Complete sentences where errors do not impact readability

The features of a 1-point response are:
•

A mostly literal recounting of events or details from the text as required
by the prompt

•

Some relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other
information from the text to develop response according to the
requirements of the prompt

•

Incomplete sentences or bullets

The features of a 0-point response are:
•

A response that does not address any of the requirements of the
prompt or is totally inaccurate

•

No response (blank answer)

•

A response that is not written in English

•

A response that is unintelligible or indecipherable

New York State Department of Education, October 6, 2012.

If the prompt requires two texts and the student only references one text, the response can be scored no higher than a 1.
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Independent Reading Recording Form: Chapter 7

Name:
Date:
• Independently read the next chapter in Dragon of the Red Dawn.
• Complete the chart below to capture key details.
• Solve the word puzzle using a word or phrase from the chapter.
• Be prepared to share your work with your classmates.
Capturing Key Details: Record important details from the chapter in the chart below.
Where does this chapter
take place?

Who are the important
characters in this chapter?

What are the most important events
in this chapter?

Word Puzzle: Finding Specific Details in the Chapter
Find a word or phrase in the chapter that matches the clue. Write the letters on the lines below. The
letter with a star under it will help you figure out the answer to an important question once you have
finished the book.
CLUE: The capital city of ancient Japan that nearly burned to the ground (page 73)

*
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Text Feature Scavenger Hunt Recording Form

Name:
Date:
Directions: Use your copy of Exploring Countries: Japan to find the named text features. Once you
have found each text feature, write down the page number and the new information you learned
from that feature.
Text Feature That Helps Us
Find Information
Efficiently

Page
#

Information I Learned

Photographs
(Picture that shows the reader
what something looks like)

Map
(Image showing part of the
earth’s surface, usually
including land and water
features)
Caption
(Words that describe a picture
or photograph so the reader can
better understand it)
Bold Words
(Words in heavy type that help
the reader spot the most
important words)
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 8

Text Feature Scavenger Hunt Recording Form
Text Feature That Helps Us
Find Information
Efficiently

Page
#

Information I Learned

Index
(Alphabetical list of important
topics in the text with page
numbers, found at the end of
the text)
Glossary
(Mini-dictionary that helps the
reader define important words
in the text)
Table of Contents
(List of key topics in the order
they appear to help the reader
find information more easily)
Other
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 9

Mystery Letter Anchor Chart
Teacher Directions: Create and post a chart like this one before beginning this lesson. Leave the
chart posted and add to it when you review student homework.
Add the starred letters to the chart as you find them.

What do Jack and Annie learn from their adventures in ancient Japan?
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 9

Exploring Culture Recording Form

Name:
Date:
Asking and Answering Questions about Japan’s Culture to deepen my understanding of
the text
Directions:
1. Look through your informational text.
2. Identify facts that capture your attention. These could be in a heading, caption, or text feature.
3. Write down a question that would help you to learn more.
Facts
What facts about culture did you find in the
text?
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 9

Reading with a Question in Mind Recording Form

Name:
Date:
Answering Text-Dependent Questions about Japan’s Culture:
Follow these steps for each question:

1. Read each question.
2. Use the table of contents and the index to make a decision about where in the text you can find
the information needed to answer the question.
3. Go to that part of the text. Read with the question in mind. You may want to read the page(s)
multiple times.
4. Write the answer using a full sentence and making sure to use evidence from the text.
5. Record the part of the text where you found the information.
1. What type of theater have Japanese people enjoyed for hundreds of years? Use evidence from the
text to support your thinking.

What was the title of the heading for the section that had the information you
needed?
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 9

Reading with a Question in Mind Recording Form
2. On page 12, the text says, “Then, for many years, Japan’s leaders closed the country off from the
rest of the world.” What do you think “closed” means? Use evidence from the text to support your
thinking.

3. What text features did you use to locate your answers?
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 9

Word Tracker Recording Form

Name:
Date:
Vocabulary word or phrase
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 9

Reading with a Question in Mind Anchor Chart

• We name what we want to find.
• We ask ourselves questions to help us focus our research and learn more.
• We write the question down so we don’t forget it.
• We read the text to find clues for the answer.
• We look for clues in the text features.
• We reread.
• We sometimes find the answer in the text.
• We sometimes have to keep researching.
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 9

Independent Reading Recording Form: Chapter 8

Name:
Date:
• Independently read the next chapter in Dragon of the Red Dawn.
• Complete the chart below to capture key details.
• Solve the word puzzle using a word or phrase from the chapter.
• Be prepared to share your work with your classmates.
Capturing Key Details: Record important details from the chapter in the chart below.
Where does this chapter
take place?

Who are the important
characters in this chapter?

What are the most important events
in this chapter?

Word Puzzle: Finding Specific Details in the Chapter
Find a word or phrase in the chapter that matches the clue. Write the letters of in the blank spaces
below. The letter with a star under it will help you figure out the answer to an important question once
you have finished the book.
CLUE: The legendary guardian animal that commands the rain clouds (page 84)
ANSWER:
_____ ______
* *
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 10

Exploring Culture (Customs) Recording Form
Name:
Date:
Part 1: Asking and Answering Questions about Japan’s Culture to Deepen My
Understanding of the Text
Directions:
1. Read pages 12–13, 14–15, 16–17, and 22–23.
2. Identify facts about customs that capture your attention.
3. Write down question that would help you to learn more.
Category

Facts
What facts about culture did you find in the
text?

Page in
Text

Questions
What question would help
you understand more?

Customs
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 10

Exploring Culture (Customs) Recording Form
Based on your work today, what are some customs of Japan?

Part 2: Answering Questions about Japan’s Customs
1. According to the text, why do people bow to each other? Use evidence from the text to support
your thinking.

2. According to the text, what is sushi and how is it eaten? Use evidence from the text to support
your thinking.
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 10

Working with Context Clues Recording Form
Name:
Date:
Target: I can use context clues to determine the meaning of words in Exploring Countries: Japan.
How to Work with Context Clues:
1. Read the sentence a few times, focusing on the unknown word.
2. Look at the other words in the sentence and think about what clues the sentence gives you.
3. Try to replace the unknown word with a word you know.
1. catches (page 19)
Japan’s fishing crews bring large catches of eel, mackerel, squid, and tuna.
What clues in and around the
sentence can help me
determine the meaning of this
word?

What do I think the word
might mean? (Try some
replacements.)
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 10

Working with Context Clues Recording Form
2. founding (page 25)
On February 11, National Foundation Day marks the founding of the nation of Japan.
What clues in and around the
sentence can help me
determine the meaning of this
word?

What do I think the word
might mean? (Try some
replacements.)
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 10

Independent Reading Recording Form: Chapter 9

• Independently read the next chapter in Dragon of the Red Dawn.
• Complete the chart below to capture key details.
• Solve the Word Puzzle using a word or phrase from the chapter.
• Be prepared to share your work with your classmates.
Capturing Key Details: Record important details from the chapter in the chart below.
Where does this chapter
take place?

Who are the important
characters in this chapter?

What are the most important
events in this chapter?

Word Puzzle: Finding Specific Details in the Chapter
Find a word or phrase in the chapter that matches the clue. Write the letters in the blank spaces below.
The letter with a star under it will help you figure out the answer to an important question once you
have finished the book
CLUE: What the ferry boat glided under (page 91)
ANSWER

*

*
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 11

Exploring Culture (Traditions) Recording Form
Name:
Date:
Part 1: Asking and Answering Questions about Japan’s Culture to Deepen My
Understanding of the Text
Directions:
1. Read pages 20, 21, 24, and 25–27.
2. Identify traditions that capture your attention.
3. Write down questions that would help you to learn more.
Category

Facts
What facts about culture did you find in
the text?

Page in
Text

Questions
What question would help you
understand more?

Traditions
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 11

Exploring Culture (Traditions) Recording Form
Based on your work today, what are some traditions of Japan?

Part 2: Answering Questions about Japan’s Traditions
1. According to the text, how are the Ainu different from other people living in Japan?

2. According to the text, how do you know watching sumo wrestling is part of the Japanese culture?
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 11

Exploring Culture (Traditions) Recording Form
3. According to the text, what are the traditions involved with Kabuki ?
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 11

Independent Reading Recording Form: Chapter 10

Name:
Date:
• Independently read the next chapter in Dragon of the Red Dawn.
• Complete the chart below to capture key details.
• Solve the word puzzle using a word or phrase from the chapter.
• Be prepared to share your work with your classmates.
Capturing Key Details: Record important details from the chapter in the chart below.
Where does this chapter take
place?

Who are the important
characters in this chapter?

What are the most important
events in this chapter?

Word Puzzle: Finding Specific Details in the Chapter
Find a word or phrase in the chapter that matches the clue. Write the letters in the blank spaces below.
The letter with a star under it will help you figure out the answer to an important question once you
have finished the book.
CLUE: The journey of a thousand miles begins with this (page 99)
ANSWER:

*
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 12

How to Hold a Chalk Talk Anchor Chart
1. We read the question at the top of the chart.
2. We each write down our response on the chart. We each have our own marker.
3. We talk in our group about what to write. We don’t talk to other groups.
4. We read what other people write.
5. We must respond in writing. We can write new thoughts or comment on what someone else wrote.
6. We put our initials at the end of what we wrote. This is so that we can go back later and see what
we wrote.
7. There is no right or wrong. We are free to write what we want. There’s no criticizing or correcting
what someone else has written.
8. We move to every chart once everyone in our group has finished.
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 13

Criteria for a Research-Based Informational Paragraph Anchor Chart
1. Opens with a clear topic sentence
2. Contains detail sentences within the body of the paragraph
3. Detail sentences contain facts based on documented research
4. Detail sentences show sentence variety
5. Words and phrasing are chosen that exhibit accuracy and interest
6. Shows attention to grade-appropriate control of spelling and mechanics
7. Closes with a conclusion sentence
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 13

Culture Research Matrix
Part A:
Directions: Reread pages 86–95 in Dragon of the Red Dawn to find examples of some of the customs
and traditions in ancient Japan. Add three examples from the story to Column 1 of the chart below. Be
sure to include the page where you found the information in Column 2.
Please wait for your teacher’s directions before going on to Part B.
PART A
Column 1: Ancient Japanese
Custom or Tradition

PART B
Column 2:
Page in
Dragon of
the Red
Dawn
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Page in
Exploring
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 13

Culture Research Matrix
Part B:
Directions: Use what you know about locating information in informational texts to find more
information about at least two of the customs and traditions on your chart in Exploring Countries:
Japan. Add this new information to Column 3 in the chart. Write the page number where you found
each piece of information in Column 4.
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 14

Paragraph Writing Accordion Graphic Organizer
Describe two customs or traditions of ancient Japan that are still important in Japan today. Use
details from the chart you just completed and the accordion graphic organizer below to write a
paragraph describing these important parts of Japanese culture.
Topic:

Detail 1: From Exploring Countries: Japan

Detail 2: From Dragon of the Red Dawn

Detail 1: From Exploring Countries: Japan

Detail 2: From Dragon of the Red Dawn

Conclusion:
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 15

End of Unit 1 Assessment:
On-Demand Writing of a Research-Based Informational Paragraph
Part A:
Reread pages 36–40 in Dragon of the Red Dawn to find examples of some of the customs and
traditions in ancient Japan. Add three examples from the story to Column 1 of the chart below. Be
sure to include the page where you found the information in Column 2.
Please wait for your teacher’s directions before going on to Part B.
PART A
Column 1: Ancient Japanese
Custom or Tradition

PART B
Column 2:
Page in
Dragon of
the Red
Dawn
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 15

End of Unit 1 Assessment:
On-Demand Writing of a Research-Based Informational Paragraph
Part B:
Now use what you know about locating information in an informational text to find more information
about at least two of the customs and traditions on your chart in Exploring Countries: Japan. Add
this new information to Column 3 in the chart. Write the page number where you found each piece of
information in Column 4.
Please wait for your teacher’s directions before going on to Part C.
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 15

End of Unit 1 Assessment:
On-Demand Writing of a Research-Based Informational Paragraph
Part C:
In reading Dragon of the Red Dawn, you learned a lot about the customs and traditions of ancient
Japan. In Exploring Countries: Japan you learned about the culture of modern day Japan. Some
Japanese customs and traditions were found in both books. These are customs and traditions that are
still important in Japan today. Use the graphic organizer you just completed to write a paragraph
about these important parts of Japanese culture.
Write a paragraph describing two customs or traditions that Mary Pope Osborne used in her book
that are still important in modern day Japan. Use details from the text to support your response.
In your response, be sure to:
• introduce the topic
• use specific facts and examples from both texts to describe each custom or tradition
• choose words that express your ideas in an interesting and clear way
• end with a concluding statement
Be sure to check your writing for correct spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation.
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 15

New York State Grade 3 Expository Writing Evaluation Rubric
CRITERIA

CCLS

4

3

2

1

0

Essays at this level:

Essays at this level

Essays at this level

Essays at this level:

Essays at this level:

CONTENT AND
ANALYSIS: the
extent to which the
essay conveys ideas
and information
clearly and
accurately in order
to support analysis
of topics or text

W.2,
R.1–9

—clearly introduce a topic
in a manner that follows
logically from the task
and purpose
—demonstrate
comprehension and
analysis of the text

—clearly introduce a topic
in a manner that follows
from the task and
purpose
—demonstrate gradeappropriate
comprehension of the
text

—introduce a topic in a
manner that follows
generally from the task
and purpose
—demonstrate a confused
comprehension of the text

—introduce a topic in a
manner that does not
logically follow from the
task and purpose
—demonstrate little
understanding of the text

—demonstrate a lack
of comprehension of
the text or task

COMMAND OF
EVIDENCE:
the extent to which
the essay presents
evidence from the
provided text to
support analysis and
reflection

W.2
R.1–8

—develop the topic with
relevant, well-chosen
facts, definitions, and
details throughout the
essay

—develop the topic with
relevant facts, definitions,
and details throughout
the essay

—partially develop the
topic of the essay with the
use of some textual
evidence, some of which
may be irrelevant

—demonstrate an
attempt to use evidence,
but only develop ideas
with minimal, occasional
evidence which is
generally invalid or
irrelevant

—provide no
evidence or provide
evidence that is
completely
irrelevant
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 15

New York State Grade 3 Expository Writing Evaluation Rubric
CRITERIA

CCLS

4
Essays at this level:

3
Essays at this level

2
Essays at this level

1
Essays at this level:

0
Essays at this level:

COHERENCE,
ORGANIZATION,
AND
STYLE: the extent to
which
the essay logically
organizes
complex ideas,
concepts, and
information using
formal
style and precise
language

W.2
L.3
L.6

—clearly and consistently
group related information
together
—skillfully connect ideas
within categories of
information using linking
words and phrases
—
provide a concluding
statement that follows
clearly from the topic and
information presented

—generally group related
information together
—connect ideas within
categories of information
using linking words and
phrases
—provide a concluding
statement that follows
from the topic and
information presented

—exhibit some attempt to
group related information
together
—inconsistently connect
ideas using some linking
words and phrases
—provide a concluding
statement that follows
generally from the topic
and information
presented

—exhibit little attempt at
organization
—lack the use of linking
words and phrases
—provide a concluding
statement that is illogical
or unrelated to the topic
and information
presented

—exhibit no
evidence of
organization
—do not provide a
concluding
statement
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 15

New York State Grade 3 Expository Writing Evaluation Rubric
CRITERIA

CCLS

4
Essays at this level:

3
Essays at this level

2
Essays at this level

1
Essays at this level:

0
Essays at this level:

CONTROL OF
CONVENTIONS:
the extent to which
the essay
demonstrates
command of the
conventions of
standard
English grammar,
usage,
capitalization,
punctuation, and
spelling

W.2
L.1
L.2

—demonstrate gradeappropriate command of
conventions, with few
errors

—demonstrate gradeappropriate command of
conventions, with
occasional errors that do
not hinder
comprehension

—demonstrate emerging
command of conventions,
with some errors that may
hinder comprehension

—demonstrate a lack of
command of
conventions, with
frequent errors that
hinder comprehension

—are minimal,
making assessment
of conventions
unreliable

• If the student writes only a personal response and makes no reference to the text(s), the response can be scored no higher than a 1.
• Responses totally unrelated to the topic, illegible, incoherent, or blank should be given a 0.
• A response totally copied from the text(s) with no original student writing should be scored a 0.
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