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World Without Fish
Word-catcher
Z

Use this space for notes.
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Text-Dependent Questions: Pages x–xii
Name:
Date:
Learning Target:
• “I can use evidence from the text to answer text-dependent questions.”

Questions

Answers (supported with evidence from the text)

1. On page x, according to
Mark Kurlansky, who is
causing the problem?

2. According to Mark
Kurlansky, how long
could it take for most of
the fish we commonly eat
to be gone?
3. What species of fish does
that include?

4. According to Mark
Kurlansky, how did the
Industrial Revolution
change things?

5. According to Mark
Kurlansky, what does the
survival of the planet
depend on?
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Structured Notes
Name:
Date:

Chapter

Homework Focus Question

Answer with Evidence from the Text
(include page number)
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Tracing the Development of an Idea Anchor Chart
Idea: _____________________________________________________________________
Chapter

How is the idea introduced, illustrated, or elaborated on in this chapter?
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Text Dependent Questions: Pages xii–xvii
Name:
Date:
Learning Target:
• “I can use evidence from the text to answer text-dependent questions.”

Questions

Answers (supported with evidence from the text)

1. What is the full name of
the famous book by
Charles Darwin?

2. In your own words and
in no more than a couple
of sentences, describe
what Darwin explained
in his book.

3. What are the seven
major levels or
categories that plants
and animals are
organized into?
4. What class and order
are humans in?
5. What are some other
mammals in that order?
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Text Dependent Questions: Pages xii–xvii
Questions

Answers (supported with evidence from the text)

6. What family, genus, and
species are we in?
7. According to Mark
Kurlansky, what was
Charles Darwin’s
greatest contribution?
Write your answer in
your own words in no
more than two
sentences.
8. Describe the process
known as evolution in
your own words.

9. Why were Charles
Darwin’s ideas seen as
controversial, and why
do they still cause
conflict now? Write your
answer in your own
words in no more than
two sentences.
10. According to page xvii,
how is life
interconnected?
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Text-Dependent Questions: Pages xx–xxiii
Name:
Date:
Learning Target:
• “I can use evidence from the text to answer text-dependent questions.”

Questions

Answers (supported with evidence from the text)

1. How does Mark
Kurlansky describe coral
reefs?

2. What are coral reefs
made up of?

3. According to Mark
Kurlansky, what three
things are responsible
for causing the reefs to
die?

4. According to Mark
Kurlansky, about how
many species of fish are
known?
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Text-Dependent Questions: Pages xx–xxiii
Questions

Answers (supported with evidence from the text)

5. According to Mark
Kurlansky, how often is
the list of fish species
revised?

6. According to Mark
Kurlansky, why are we
losing species in the
rainforest?

7. According to scientists,
how many animals face
extinction?

8. What are commercial
fish species?
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Text-Dependent Questions: Pages xx–xxiii
Questions

Answers (supported with evidence from the text)

9. According to the study
by the United States
government in 2002,
how many of the most
eaten types of fish are
threatened?

10. What are the most eaten
types of fish threatened
by?
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Graphic Novel: Tracing the Development of an Idea Anchor Chart
What happens?

How is the idea of fish depletion introduced,
illustrated, or elaborated on in the graphic novel?
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Text-Dependent Questions: Pages 1–8
Name:
Date:
Learning Targets:
• “I can use evidence from the text to answer text-dependent questions.”

Questions

Answers (supported with evidence from the text)

1. What does Kurlansky
say is key to the success
of all life on earth?

2. According to Kurlansky,
which are the most
evolved animals in the
sea?

3. What is Kurlansky
saying might happen if
commercial fish were to
disappear?

4. What does Kurlansky
mean by, “Their
disappearance would
mark the beginning of a
process in which
evolution goes in
reverse”?
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Text-Dependent Questions: Pages 1–8
Questions

Answers (supported with evidence from the text)

5. How old does Kurlansky
say today’s small fish
species are?

6. According to Kurlansky,
why would the dolphin
die off very quickly once
the larger, more evolved
fish were gone?

7. Why does Kurlansky
suggest seabirds would
die out?
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Ocean Food Web handout

Russell, Jerry. "May/June 2012 Issue." E Magazine Print Issue. The Environment Magazine, 1 May 2012. Web. 19 Feb. 2014.
<http://www.emagazine.com/magazine/ocean-food-web>.
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Text-Dependent Questions: Pages 28–33
Name:
Date:
Learning Target:
• “I can use evidence from the text to answer text-dependent questions.”
Questions

Answers (supported with evidence from the text)

1. When did innovations in
fishing begin?

2. Where is the North Sea?

3. Who first started using
the beam trawler and
when?

4. From the diagram on
page 29, how would you
describe a beam trawler?

5. What were the
advantages of beam
trawlers?
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Text-Dependent Questions: Pages 28–33
Questions

Answers (supported with evidence from the text)

6. What were well boats?

7. What was different about
the Zodiac?

8. What four things started
to happen between the
1870s and 1880s?

8. What did fishermen do
when fish declined in one
place?
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Exit Ticket: Tracing the Development of an Idea, Chapter 2
Name:
Date:
Learning Target:
• “I can analyze how Mark Kurlansky illustrates/elaborates on the problem of fish depletion in an
excerpt of Chapter 2 of World without Fish.”
Idea? Fish depletion
Chapter

How is the idea introduced, illustrated, or elaborated on in this chapter?
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Mid-Unit 1 Assessment:
Analyzing Idea Development in Chapter 3 of World without Fish
Name:
Date:

Long-Term Learning Targets Assessed:
• “I can use strategies to determine the meaning of words and phrases in an excerpt of Chapter 3 of
World without Fish.” (RI.6.4)
• “I can analyze how Mark Kurlansky illustrates/elaborates on the problem of fish depletion in an
excerpt of Chapter 3 of World without Fish.” (RI.6.3)
In this informational text, Kurlansky introduces us to and develops the idea of fish depletion. One way
of understanding his message is to examine and analyze how Kurlansky develops his ideas in support
of his message. In this assessment, you will have the opportunity to show what you have learned
about examining the main ideas in this chapter. Then you will be able to show your analysis of how
Kurlansky developed the main idea in the chapter and how that chapter develops his overall message
about fish depletion.
Directions:
• Read pages 46–49 of World without Fish for the gist. It is optional for you to use the sticky notes to
record the gist of each section as you read.
• Answer the selected response questions.
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Mid-Unit 1 Assessment:
Analyzing Idea Development in Chapter 3 of World without Fish
Part 1: Selected Response
Circle the best answer for each question below.
1. What are phytoplankton?
A. Creatures of the sea that eat zooplankton
B. Land-based plants that pollute the oceans
C. Microscopic plants that are the beginning of the ocean food chain
2. How are zooplankton, one of the smallest forms of sea life, essential to a healthy ocean ecosystem?
A. Zooplankton eat masses of phytoplankton.
B. Zooplankton are food for several ocean species such as the herring and the humpback whale.
C. Zooplankton become larva that turn into coral.
D. Zooplankton do all of the above.

Part 2: Short Response
Answer the following questions using evidence from Chapter 3 of the text.
“A healthy ecosystem is based on the destruction of life and the struggles for survival among species,
and it is in such systems that men in the form of fishermen are drawn to take part in the killing.
Ninety percent of the fishing they do is within 200 miles of land. Farther out to sea, there is life and
there are fish. But many of them live at great depths that have not been explored because until
recently we didn’t have the ability to reach that far below the surface.”
3. How do fishermen take part in the “destruction of life” in the ocean? How do you know?
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Mid-Unit 1 Assessment:
Analyzing Idea Development in Chapter 3 of World without Fish
4. More recently, how are fishermen exploring life at sea?

5. How is the orange roughy different from other commercial fish such as haddock or cod?

6. The title of the chapter is, “Being the Sad, Cautionary Tale of the Orange Roughy.” What is a
“cautionary tale”? How is the story of the orange roughy a cautionary tale?

7. How does Chapter 3 illustrate and elaborate on Kurlansky’s message about fish depletion?
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Text-Dependent Questions: Pages 52–61
Name:
Date:
Learning Target:
• “I can use evidence from the text to answer text-dependent questions.”
Questions

Answers (supported with evidence from the text)

1. In the 1800s, who was
afraid the fish
populations could be
destroyed—fishermen or
scientists?
2. What is “nature’s
bounty”?

3. Why did scientists in the
late 19th century think it
“impossible to destroy
fish populations”?

4. Why was this idea
refuted by Darwin?

5. How did Huxley
misunderstand Darwin?
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Text-Dependent Questions: Pages 52–61
Questions

Answers (supported with evidence from the text)

6. Why did the commissions
to examine the fears of
fish depletion reject
what the fishermen were
telling them?
7. At the 1883 International
Fisheries Exhibition,
how did Huxley suggest
we would know if fish
were being depleted?

8. What had many
government officials and
scientists failed to
notice?

9. Why did Huxley change
his mind in the end?
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Author’s Point of View Graphic Organizer: Pages 52–61
Name:
Date:
Learning Targets:
“I can analyze Mark Kurlansky’s point of view in an excerpt of Chapter 4 of World without Fish.”
“I can explain how he conveys his point of view.”
What is Mark
Kurlansky’s point
of view of Thomas
Henry Huxley’s
ideas and actions?

How do you know?
(Quote specific words, phrases,
and sentences.)

How does Mark Kurlansky
convey his point of view?
1. Highlight the text clues in
the middle column.
2. Note whether these text
clues tell you directly or if
they led you to infer
Kurlansky’s point of view.
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Author’s Point of View Graphic Organizer: Pages 52–61
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Text-Dependent Questions: Pages 63–69
Name:
Date:
Learning Target:
• “I can use evidence from the text to answer text-dependent questions.”

Questions

Answers (supported with evidence from the text)

1. Why did the argument
about overfishing end in
the 1990s on the Grand
Banks?
2. Why were the fish
getting smaller?

3. Who was most
concerned about the
problem?

4. Who do fishermen
blame for the problem?

5. Who did William
Hooper blame first for
overfishing?
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Text-Dependent Questions: Pages 63–69
Questions

Answers (supported with evidence from the text)

6. Who did he blame next
when he was told the
first group couldn’t be
responsible?
7. According to Mark
Kurlansky, who were the
first foreigners to start
fishing in Iceland?
8. What was the debate in
Iceland?

9. What did they decide?

10. How did the British
respond?

11. What happened in
Iceland and around the
world as a result?
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Author’s Point of View Graphic Organizer: Pages 63–68
Name:
Date:
Learning Targets:
“I can analyze Mark Kurlansky’s point of view in an excerpt of Chapter 5.”
“I can explain how the text evidence conveys his point of view.”
How does the text evidence
convey Kurlansky’s point of
view?
What is Mark
Kurlansky’s point
of view of
fishermen?

How do you know?
(Quote specific words, phrases,
and sentences.)

1. He is
smug/proud
that the
fishermen were
right.

2. He is
frustrated
and
disappointed
that
fishermen
still blame
others.
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1. Highlight the text clues in
the middle column.
2. Note whether these text
clues tell you directly or
if they led you to infer
Kurlansky’s point of
view.

Author’s Point of View Graphic Organizer: Pages 63–68
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End of Unit 1 Assessment:
Analyzing Author’s Point of View and How it is Conveyed in Chapter 5 of World without Fish
Name:
Date:
Long-Term Learning Targets Assessed:
“I can identify Mark Kurlansky’s point of view.”
“I can explain how Mark Kurlansky conveys his point of view.”
One of the features that makes Mark Kurlansky’s book World without Fish interesting is his
expression of his point of view. Through his use of text features and descriptive language, we come to
know his point of view on issues related to fish depletion.
Directions:
1. Read pages 70–75 of World without Fish for the gist from “Some governments …” on page 70 to
the end of page 75. It is optional for you to use the sticky notes to annotate the gist as you read.
2. Analyze the excerpt for Mark Kurlansky’s point of view of the Great Banks codfish situation, one
paragraph at a time, and complete the point of view graphic organizer as you have in previous
lessons. Provide at least three examples of his point of view of the Great Banks codfish situation.
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End of Unit 1 Assessment:
Analyzing Author’s Point of View and How it is Conveyed in Chapter 5 of World without Fish
How does the text
evidence convey
Kurlansky’s point of
view?
What is Mark
Kurlansky’s
point of view of
the Great Banks
codfish
situation?

How do you know?
(Quote specific words, phrases,
and sentences.)
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1. Highlight the text
clues in the middle
column.
3. Note whether these
text clues tell you
directly or if they led
you to infer
Kurlansky’s point of
view.

End of Unit 1 Assessment:
Analyzing Author’s Point of View and How it is Conveyed in Chapter 5 of World without Fish
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Learning Resources
CoSer 501
Educational Media

Equal Opportunity Notice
CA BOCES hereby advises students, parents, employees and the general public that it offers employment,
programs and educational opportunities, including vocational education opportunities, without regard to gender,
race, color, national origin, handicap or any other legally protected status. Inquiries regarding this nondiscrimination policy and grievance procedures may be directed to :
Human Resources Director, Cattaraugus-Allegany BOCES, 1825 Windfall Road, Olean, NY 14760; 716-3768237.

